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Monthly Refugee Rally in Bendigo 
Formally convened rallies are currently suspended due to COVID restrictions 

 

RAR banners and banners of other human rights groups will be displayed as usual 
at 5pm on the 3rd Friday of each month 

on the corner of View Street and Pall Mall  
 

 

 Calling all Letter-Writers 
Every month National RAR publishes a new letter-kit from the ARAN National Letter-Writing Network 

 

Background briefing notes, MPs addresses, proforma letters all neatly packaged for you to download HERE 
 

This month we are calling on the government to support  

Action for Afghanistan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KEY REQUESTS for ACTION FOR AFGHANISTAN  
 

That the Australian Government:  
 

1. Immediately introduce a special intake of refugees and forcibly displaced people from Afghanistan, in addition to 
Australia’s annual humanitarian program; 
 

2. Grant permanent protection to refugees from Afghanistan; 
 

3. Permit Afghan nationals whose claims for asylum have been rejected to submit new applications for protection in 
light of the changed circumstances in Afghanistan; 
 

4. Release into the community under appropriate conditions the Afghan nationals remaining in closed immigration 
detention; and 
 

5. Enable priority access to family reunion to refugees from Afghanistan in Australia.  
 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/ 
 

 

 

         
 

 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/online-group/
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/


Page 2 

 

 

 

 
ACTION FOR AFGHANISTAN 

https://www.actionforafghanistan.com.au/ 

Afghan Australian Advocacy Network 
 

Almost twenty years ago, in November 2001, Australia was one of the first nations to join 
the US-led intervention in Afghanistan that removed the Taliban. 
 

The Australian government has a moral obligation to support the Afghan people. 
 

Academics, community leaders, human rights advocates, lawyers, doctors, writers, 
engineers, artists, students and civil society representatives urgently call on the Australian 
Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, to take urgent concrete steps to support the Afghan people 
who, having faced suffering, war, injustice and ongoing trauma, are now facing an 
imminent humanitarian crisis with the violent Taliban takeover of Afghanistan. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are sitting in the comfort of our homes while Afghans are struggling to keep themselves alive. 

 

 

Email or call your local MP 
 

MP for the Bendigo Electorate is Lisa Chesters Lisa.Chesters.MP@aph.gov.au   
 PO Box 338, Bendigo, VIC, 3550  (03) 5443 9055 

 
Dear Lisa Chesters … 
I am writing to you about my concerns over the situation unfolding in Afghanistan … … 
 

Briefly explain in your own words, your concerns, and the asks (see page 1 of this 
newsletter) - Don’t forget to sign your letters and emails. 
 
https://saveafghanistannow.good.do/contact/mp/ 

 

 

https://www.actionforafghanistan.com.au/
https://www.actionforafghanistan.com.au/
mailto:Lisa.Chesters.MP@aph.gov.au
https://saveafghanistannow.good.do/contact/mp/


Page 3 

 

 

 

Afghanistan Crisis - Free, Legal Assistance 
 

 

For People in Australia 
 
Refugee Legal Afghanistan Hotline: call 9413 0166 – 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 

 
▪ Refugee Legal information Sheet: Legal assistance for people impacted by the crisis in Afghanistan 
▪ Legal assistance for people impacted by the crisis in Afghanistan 
• Afghanistan Information (Dari) 
• Afghanistan Information (English) 

 

Other Free Legal Help in Australia 
 

1. Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) (VIC):  
Call (03) 9252 2534 Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm  
or email afghanistantriage@asrc.org.au 
fact sheet https://asrc.org.au/crisis-in-afghanistan-refugee-protection-infosheet/ 
 

2. RACS (Refugee Advice and Casework Services - NSW) 
Telephone advice: Monday – Friday 10am – 1pm or 2pm – 4pm on (02) 8355 7227 or 
email admin@racs.org.au with your name and phone number and they will call you back 
Fact sheets https://www.racs.org.au/fact-sheets 
In Dari - https://www.racs.org.au/s/Afghanistan-Family-Reunion-Project-Process-FINAL-Dari.pdf 

https://www.racs.org.au/s/Afghanistan-Family-Reunion-Project-Process-FINAL-s577.pdf 
 

3. IARC (NSW): Call (02) 8234 0700 
 

4. RAILS (QLD): Email admin@rails.org.au or call on (07) 3846 9300 
 

5. Green Circle (WA): Call (08) 6148 3636 
 

6. RASSA (SA): https://rassa.org.au/ 
 

7. TRLS (TAS): Call (03) 6169 9473 email info@trls.org.au 
For people seeking a referral to a private fee charging lawyer for legal assistance please contact our 
Refugee Legal Afghanistan Hotline. 
 

For People in Afghanistan 
 

• Awaaz Afghanistan 
https://awaazaf.org/ 
A humanitarian helpline that connects Afghans (IDPs, returnees) and refugees affected by conflict 
and natural disaster with information on assistance. 
Contact the Awaaz Afghanistan hotline by calling 410 (Toll Free) 
Open seven days a week | Female and male agents available 
Agents speak Dari, Pashto, Urdu, English, and more. 
 

• UNHCR Afghanistan ‘HELP’ website 
https://help.unhcr.org/afghanistan/ 
The UNHCR Afghanistan ‘HELP’ website page provides information to individuals seeking information 
or support inside Afghanistan. 

 
 

 

  

https://refugeelegal.org.au/wp-content/uploads/32007-Afghanistan-info-sheet-FINAL-Into-Dari-.pdf
https://refugeelegal.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Afghanistan-info-sheet-FINAL.pdf
tel:%200392522534
mailto:afghanistantriage@asrc.org.au
https://asrc.org.au/crisis-in-afghanistan-refugee-protection-infosheet/
mailto:admin@racs.org.au
https://www.racs.org.au/fact-sheets
https://www.racs.org.au/s/Afghanistan-Family-Reunion-Project-Process-FINAL-Dari.pdf
https://www.racs.org.au/s/Afghanistan-Family-Reunion-Project-Process-FINAL-s577.pdf
mailto:admin@rails.org.au
https://rassa.org.au/
mailto:info@trls.org.au
https://awaazaf.org/
https://help.unhcr.org/afghanistan/
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The Muruguppan family allowed to stay in the country for 3 more months. 
 

 
 
Confused about the Biloela Court cases? You are not the only one. 
 
Speaking on Thursday, 16 September, family friend and refugee advocate, Angela Fredericks, said that while she 
was very relieved about the visa extension, she was confused. 
 

“We essentially went to court today because there's a bar in place stopping the family from applying for a further 
bridging visa. So the fact that that's now been granted, before an outcome from the court case, I do find that a bit 
confusing to say the least.” 
 
The ABC reported that: 
The Immigration Minister said in a statement that Priya, Nades, and Kopika were to attend a meeting on 
September 23 where the minister can "re-consider" the grant of a bridging visa. 
It said the minister will exercise his power under section 195A to grant bridging visas “unless new adverse and 
material information comes to light”. 
 
All of this does not mean that the family can return to their home in Biloela. They remain trapped in Perth were 
their younger daughter, Tharnicaa is in community detention. 
 

 
8pm (AEST) - Monday, 20 September - on ABCTV, iview and Youtube. 

=========================================== 

Australian Story speaks to Biloela’s Priya and Nades 
 
The untold story of the refugee family at the centre of a tug-of-war between a small country town and powerful 
forces at the big end of government – a high-stakes legal battle that has played out in the national spotlight 
between their lawyers and the Federal Government.  
 
“The level of community support for this family is well beyond anything that I have seen in my thirty years’ 
experience in immigration policy,” says Dr Abul Rizvi, former deputy Secretary from the Immigration Department. 
 
https://www.abc.net.au/.../no-place-like-home.../13545018 
 

 
Half a million people have signed the Home to Bilo Petition - Have you? 

https://www.change.org/p/scott-morrison-bring-priya-back-to-biloela 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/austory/no-place-like-home-the-biloela-family/13545018?fbclid=IwAR2vBl2XldO9prjC6OHRCaYkSy-MIHpT2Lh4fovHnAfT1o4V4gIRb2y0Ruk
https://www.change.org/p/scott-morrison-bring-priya-back-to-biloela
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Recent News 
 

 
Detention 
 

Approximately 38 people were released from detention recently. 
It is understood these are people who have been accepted to go the USA  
They are in community detention which means they have accommodation and some financial support from 
the government. 
They have also been provided with $1000 each by the ASRC and other agencies. 
 
According to Ian Rintoul from Sydney RAC, seven Villawood detainees were placed in isolation recently, after 

they’d been exposed to a guard who tested positive to COVID-19. None have tested positive for COVID. 
 
People in the Community - Source: Department of Home Affairs - June 2021 
 

Bridging Visa E (BVE) 
9,989 People on a current BVE living in the community (at 31 March 2021). 
They are barred from applying for temporary or permanent protection because they came by boat on or after 
19 July 2013. 45% are in Victoria, 36.6% in NSW, and 8% in Queensland.  
Approximately 1,800 are children (970 in Victoria and 460 in NSW). 
 
2,205 People living in the community who are waiting for their expired BVEs to be renewed.  
When a visa expires a person’s work and Medicare rights are suspended.  

 
The ‘Legacy Caseload’ and temporary protection visas 

31,142 People seeking asylum in Australia from the ‘IMA Legacy Caseload' (at May 2021). Of whom 4,120 are 
awaiting a final decision.  
 
5,539 Temporary Protection Visas (TPVs) granted to people from the ‘IMA legacy caseload’ at (May 2021). A 
further 2,924 people received final refusals.  
 
12,779 Safe Haven Enterprise Visas (SHEVs) granted to people from the ‘IMA legacy caseload’ (at May 2021). A 
further 5,780 received final refusals.  

 
Offshore  
 

123 refugees remain in Papua New Guinea (PNG)  
110 refugees remaining in Nauru  

 

 

 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/research-and-stats/files/illegal-maritime-arrivals-bve-31-mar-2021.pdf
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National Refugee Advocacy Networks 
 

• Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/ 

• Australian Refugee Action Network (ARAN) https://aran.net.au/ 

• National Amnesty Refugee Network (NARN) https://www.facebook.com/groups/431314946993138/ 

• National Letter-Writing Network https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/online-group/ 
 

 
Material Aid and Legal Refugee Services 
 

• Refugee Legal https://refugeelegal.org.au/ 

• Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) https://asrc.org.au 

• Australian Red Cross www.redcross.org.au 

• Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project (BASP) https://basp.org.au 
 
And follow Bendigo RAR on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/ 
 

 

Remember when we used to be able to rally … 
 

 

 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/
https://aran.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/431314946993138/
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/online-group/
https://refugeelegal.org.au/
https://asrc.org.au/
http://www.redcross.org.au/
https://basp.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/

