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Monthly Refugee Rally  

5.30pm, third Friday of each month  

Meet at Rosalind Park - corner of View St and Pall Mall - COVID-Aware  
 

 
During  Refugee Week RAR Bendigo held an Information Forum 

with Guest Speaker, Sister Brigid Authur, founder of Melbourne’s 

Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project (BASP).  

Sister Brigid has been a tenacious fighter for the rights of some of the most 

vulnerable members of our community for decades, particularly people 

seeking asylum. Sister Brigid is the project coordinator of the Brigidine Asylum 

Seekers Project (BASP) providing practical support to asylum seekers through 

such initiatives as the provision of housing and employment. She is a former 

long term board member of the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre and litigation 

guardian for many vulnerable asylum seekers who need a representative in 

several Federal Court matters which has allowed them to obtain critical and 

urgent medical care in Australia.  

Sister Brigid spoke of the complex and unjust system of Australia’s Immigration System, the convolutant 

assessment process, and the servely controlled limits of our courts to play a meaningful role. 

Many people do not realise that our courts have no authority to decide refugee status.  

Because of Australia’s laws, our courts can only determine if the correct administrative steps were followed. 

The other thing many people fail to realise is that, regardless of refugee status, the Minister for Immigration has 

the power to grant visas; that is allow people to remain in Australia if it is in the public interest. The Mninister does 

this on a regular basis.  

From the Home Affairs website: 

The Minister has powers under the Migration Act 1958 to replace a decision of a merits review tribunal 

on a person’s case with a decision that is more favourable to that person if the Minister thinks it is in 

the public interest to do so.  

According to reports, the minister receives thousands of requests to exercise this discretionary power, sometimes 

called the “God Power”.   You might recall Minister Peter Dutton’s interventions in 2015 to stop two au pairs being 

deported. Though it is not easy to discover the exact number of times immigration ministers have intervened, in a 

single year, 2014 - 2015, then Immigration Minister Peter Dutton, intervened more that 450 times. 

Back in June 2003, SBS reported on a Senate inquiry into ministerial discretion after allegations were raised about 

the Howard Government's then Immigration Minister Philip Ruddock's use of the power in four cases from 1998 

onwards. Mr Ruddock was under fire over "cash-for-visa" allegations. There were claims visas had been granted 

through ministerial intervention to people who had made donations of up to $100,000 to the Liberal party or their 

associates. The inquiry was unable to get to the bottom of the saga because it was not given access to case files. 

An Immigration Dept recommendation for Ministerial intervention for the Murugappan family has been ignored. 
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Biloela Family Update -  Sunday 27 June 2021 
 
1. Nades and Priya Murugappan’s claim for refugee status has been denied by the Immigration Department. 

• there is some serious doubt about whether this was a fair assessment process  

• there is also a question as to whether Sri Lanka is a safe place for Nades and Priya to return to. 
UK has reportedly said that the Australian travel advisory is incorrect, and Sri Lanka is of concern. 
 

2. The Courts have no authority to decide Nades’ or Priya’s refugee status.  

• the Court did rule that Tharnicaa was denied ‘procedural fairness’ when her request for permission to 
apply for a protection visa was rejected. 
 

3. The Immigration Minister, Alex Hawke, does have discretionary power to grant the family a visa - regardless of 
their refugee status. 
 

4. Tharnicaa has been granted Community Detention. This provides her with accommodation in Perth, and a 
small amount of financial assistance. But she is not allowed to leave Perth. 

 
5. The other three members of the family, Nades, Priya and Kopika, have been granted 3-month temporary visas.  

• This means they do not receive financial and medical assistance, but Nades and Priya do have work rights.  

• And although technically they could return to Biloela where they have support, they would have to leave 
Tharnicaa behind in Perth.   

 
You can stay up to date here - https://www.hometobilo.com/ 
 
From Peter Van Onselen in The Australian, 11 June 2021. 
 

It’s time for the Coalition government to show some compassion and settle this Tamil family. Time to finally give 
them the chance to return to the community of Biloela in rural Queensland that wants them back. 
 
The twin arguments the government uses for not letting the family settle in Australia are that granting an 
exemption would be wrong, allowing the family to “jump the queue”, and secondly there are too many risks 
attached to a soft showing on border rules.  
 
The second argument relies on the notion that the asylum boats would start up again were this family of four 
granted rights after years of incarceration. 

  

https://www.hometobilo.com/
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19 July -8 Year Anniversary of the reopening of Offhore Processing in PNG and Nauru. 
 
Around Australia groups of refugee supporters will be making this anniversary with calls on MPs and Senators to 
provide a safe and durable solution for people who have been trapped in our unjust and complex offshore 
immigration system for 8 years. 
 

In Bendigo we have a LARGE LETTER to deliver to our local MP Lisa Chesters. We will be taking photos. 
 

We are asking everyone to write a messge to Lisa on the back. In person if you can, but otherwise … 

Messages can be sent to rarbendigo@gmail.com where they will be printed and pasted onto the “letter”. 
Your printed message will only include your name - no other personal details will be included. 

 
The “Letter” will be hand delivered to Lisa’s office on 19 July.  Though Lisa has spoken of behalf of a fair refugee 
system, we need to ensure she continues to advocate for this in Parliament. We must never forget that it was the 
ALP Gillard Government that re-opened Manus and Nauru, and ALP PM Kevin Rudd who declared that people who 
arrived by boat would never be allowed to settle in Australia.  

 

   
 

Many RAR groups around Australia will be delivering similar letters, on 19 July 2021, to their local MPs and Senators.  
 

 
Hunger strike at MITA 
 
As I write this newsletter, there are people on hunger strike in MITA - 
Melbourne Immigration Transit Accommodation. 
 

The men were brought to Melbourne for medical care, after 
previously being held in detention in PNG and on Nauru. 
 

Refugee Action Coalition spokesman Ian Rintoul said the men on 
strike wanted the same treatment, or an explanation for why they 
had not been freed. "People have tried every every other avenue 
and really their last resort is to try the hunger strike protest." 
Ian Rintoul said the men were originally from various countries, 
including Iran and Sudan. 
One of the men, told the ABC he hoped to be resettled in another 
country if he could not stay in Australia. 
"Six months ago, they released a lot of people … after six months, 
nobody gives us answers," he said. 

 
 

mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
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Some Facts and Figures 
 

Immigration Detention Budget  

• $7 Billion spent on Manus & Nauru detention since 2012  

• The recent Federal budget allocated $464.7m to expanding the capacity of onshore and  
offshore detention centres  

• The offshore detention system will effectively cost $3.4m per offshore detainee in 2021 
 

Decreased Refugee Humanitarian Program  

• Morrison government has reduced the Humanitarian intake to 13,750 places a year  
(from 18,750) extended to 2024-25 

• Refugee & Humanitarian visas are being issued at a rate well below this ceiling 
 
USA resettlement  

• A deal struck in 2016 to offer resettlement to the US for up to 1,250 refugees held in PNG and Nauru is still 
playing out years later  

• Approximately 200 refugees who have been approved for entry to the United States and are waiting to depart 

• A further 260 pre-approved in advance of final health checks 
 
How many people have we sent offshore?  

• Number sent offshore since 13 August 2012 when the policy restarted183 Number sent offshore since 19 July 
2013 when policy extended to prevent people arriving by boat ever settling in Australia 

 
Where are they now – (March 2021)  

• 1223 = 'Transitory persons' in Australia  

• 942 = Returned to country of origin  

• 940 = Left for the USA  

• 25 = Left for other resettlement countries  

• 7 = Left for Cambodia - (Only one person has remained in Cambodia) 

• 131 = Still in PNG  

• 109 = Still in Nauru  

• 192 =Transferred under Medevac 
 

Private Sponsorship Resettlement  
Australia  

• There has been talk of reform to Australia’s refugee sponsorship program, but there is still no sign of change 
under our current government 

 
Canada - Operation Not Forgotten 

• The Canadian non-profit refugee settlement service MOSAIC, is annually allocated a limited number of private 
sponsorship spots. 

• MOSAIC decided to use all of them for refugees in indefinite detention under Australian Immigration System. 

• Once applications are completed and a visa is issued, refugees become permanent residents upon arrival in 
Canada 

• People can bring their families to live with them in Canada. 

• After three years people become eligible to apply for citizenship 

• Cost per person is $18,500 - this provides support for the first year in Canada. 

• Cost per family is only slightly more. 
 
MOSAIC has successfully submitted applications on behalf of 66 people in PNG & Nauru,  
a further 78 in onshore detention, and 98 family members in third countries 
 

All 242 applications have passed initial approval in Ottawa, with the files now forwarded to  
the Canadian visa office in Australia 
 

If you would like to help a refugee on Nauru or in PNG find safety in Canada, see next page for details. 
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Canadian Sponsorship for Refugees in PNG and Nauru. 

 
RAR Bendigo, in conjunction with the Refugee Council of Australia,  

is fundraising to sponsor refugees to Canada 
 

 
 

MAKE AN ELECTRONICTRANSFER TO GIVE THE GIFT OF FREEDOM 
 

RAR Bendigo - Bank details 
Account name:  Rural Australians for Refugees 
BSB:    633-000 
Account No:  117 607 580 
Bank Reference:  Freedom <your name> 

 
Then email RARdonation@gmail.com to confirm your deposit, provide details for your e-card and request a 
receipt or to ask questions. 
 
If you would like for information - email rarbendigo@gmail.com 
And visit the MOSAIC website - https://www.mosaicbc.org/services/settlement/refugees/onf/ 
 

 
 

Read more in the Guardian article - 21 May 2021 -  

Sixty-six people who’ve spent up to seven years in detention on PNG and Nauru and 78 onshore, 
plus their family members, passed initial approval 

  

mailto:RARdonation@gmail.com
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.mosaicbc.org/services/settlement/refugees/onf/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/may/21/more-than-140-refugees-in-australian-detention-set-to-be-resettled-in-canada-under-sponsorship-scheme
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/may/21/more-than-140-refugees-in-australian-detention-set-to-be-resettled-in-canada-under-sponsorship-scheme
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Creating a new psychiatric disorder  
 
The extensive delays to processing claims has been known to cause 
mental distress in asylum seekers.  
 
Some asylum seekers have developed a clinical syndrome different from 
other traumarelated mental disorders. 
 
Psychiatrists have labelled ‘protracted asylum seeker syndrome’. 
 
Read more here -  
https://theconversation.com/long-waits-for-refugee-status-lead-to-new-
mental-health-syndrome-7165 

 
 

 
Want to know more about refugees? 
Use these reliable sources of information. 
 
The Kaldor Centre www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au 
The Andrew & Renata Kaldor Centre for International Refugee Law at UNSW Sydney is the world's leading research 
centre dedicated to the study of international refugee law  
 
Asylum Insight www.asyluminsight.com 
Asylum Insight provides facts & analysis on Australian asylum policy, within an international context. They publish 
quality content to encourage informed debate about asylum policy 
 
Australian Human Rights Commission https://humanrights.gov.au 
The Commission undertakes extensive work in the area of Australian law, policy and practice relating to asylum 
seekers, refugees and immigration detention 
 
Refugee Council Australia (RCOA) www.refugeecouncil.org.au 
RCOA is the national umbrella body for refugees and the organisations and individuals who support them 
 
Amnesty International Australia (AIA) https://www.amnesty.org.au/ 
Amnesty gathers evidence on human rights crises, investigate the situations of vulnerable people on the move, and 
our global Amnesty movement pushes governments to uphold the rights of refugees and asylum seekers. 
 

 
National Refugee Advocacy Networks 
 

• Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/ 

• Australian Refugee Action Network (ARAN) https://aran.net.au/ 

• National Amnesty Refugee Network (NARN) https://www.facebook.com/groups/431314946993138/ 

• National Letter-Writing Network https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/rar-groups/online-group/ 
 

 
Material Aid and Legal Refugee Services 
 

• Refugee Legal https://refugeelegal.org.au/ 

• Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) https://asrc.org.au 

• Australian Red Cross www.redcross.org.au 

• Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project (BASP) https://basp.org.au 
 
And follow Bendigo RAR on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/ 
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