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Monthly Refugee Rally  

5.30pm, Friday, 19 February  

Meet at Rosalind Park - corner of View St and Pall Mall 

We are working on the assumption we will out of lockdown by Friday 

COVID-Aware - registration required on the day. 

For current information - https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/ 

 

 
Update: Community Fundraising to Sponsor a Refugee to Canada 

Approximately $15,000 raised as of February 2021 
 

Bendigo RAR is working with  
the Refugee Council of Australia 

and 
MOSAIC, a Canadian not-for-profit settlement organisation in Vancouver, 
to raise money to help resettle refugees from Nauru and PNG to Canada. 

 

We need to raise $18,500 per person. 
 

MOSAIC’s Volunteer Settlement teams assist Sponsored Refugees  
upon their arrival in Canada during their first year,  

providing resettlement and integration support, and advocating on their behalf. 
 

MOSAIC, which is one of the largest settlement non-profit organizations in Canada, 
has committed to assisting resettle our refugees in a 5-year program. 

 
Donations via electronic transfer to: 
Account name: Rural Australians for Refugees 
BSB: 633-000  
Account No: 117 607 580  
Bank Reference: Freedom 

 
Email to confirm your deposit and request a tax-deductible receipt  

RARdonation@gmail.com 
 

For more Information: 0437 416 398 
 

 
 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/
mailto:RARdonation@gmail.com
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Time For A Home 
This campaign is endorsed by over 100 organisations 

https://www.timeforahome.com.au/ 

Around 150 people transferred from PNG and Nauru are held in Alternative Places of Detention (APODs).  
 

The APODs are small hotel rooms at Kangaroo Point (Brisbane), and Park Hotel (Melbourne).  
But also hotels are being used as prisons in Darwin, Adelaide and Perth. 
 

Additionally, there are another 1,000 men, women and children in community detention or on 
temporary visas who have been transferred to Australia for medical or other reasons. Many have been 
forced into destitution and are reliant on charities for basic day to day support.  

  

Time For A Home Petition -  Please sign and share ASAP 
 

• Delegation to Canberra for Petition handover - Wednesday, 17 Feb.  
  

ASRC (Jana & Kon), RCOA 9Paul Power), RACS (Sarah Dale) Amnesty (Graham Thom)  
  

• Therefore, please sign and share petition ASAP. 
  

• Petition is online at: 
https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/time-for-a-home 

 

Week of Action1-7 March 2021.  
  

Write a letter, make a phone call, and join our Coffee and Chat action on 4 March - 
venue tba 

  

Letter writing You can find supporting information for your letters at: 
https://www.timeforahome.com.au/ 
 

The Government must immediately release refugees in immigration detention and 
commit to a pathway for their resettlement. It is time to end detention and give people 
a place to call home.  

  

• Time For - Release from Detention.  
• Time For - A Permanent Resettlement Solution.  
• Time For - A Home.  

 

   

Where the refugees live at the back of the hotel    The Mercure Darwin as the tourists see it. 

Darwin Mercure Hotel Resort is one of Australia’s Prison Hotels 

https://www.timeforahome.com.au/
https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/time-for-a-home
https://www.timeforahome.com.au/
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Coming Up 
 

Palm Sunday 2021 is rapidly approaching - 28 March 2021 
 
National Theme: Justice and a fair go for refugees 
 

4 Broad Issues for Palm Sunday  

• Permanent Protection 

• Support in the community 

• End Detention 

• End offshore - 
take up the NZ offer to resettle people  
 
Purpose: 

• Public awareness 

• Education 

• Maximum Impact 

• Create a National Narrative 
 

Pop the date in your diary 
Ask your friends and family to do the same 

 
Though planning is well underway for the annual big city rallies usually held on Palm Sunday, because COVID-19 
restrictions will limit to some extent the size of the crowds, this year we really need rural and regional people to 
step up to create a national narrative. 
 

Please encourage your family or friends in other cities and towns across Australia, 
to hold a local vigil or rally. 

 
Ask them to talk to their local media, community groups, and faith groups. 

Ask them to take photos to post on social media. 
 

• Photos from all across the country will be posted by  
Australian Refugee Action Network  
to create a national story. 
 

• After 2 decades of these unnecessary, and cruel policies towards  
refugees and people seeking asylum,  
we need to change the direction. 

 
 

Please watch for news of  

Bendigo’s plans  
for our annual  

Palm Sunday Justice for Refugees 
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Bendigo RAR News 

 
NEEDED 

Please email - rarbendigo@gmail.com 
 

1. Jobs for Refugees 
2. Fridges and Washing machines 

 
3. Support for Bendigo RAR - AGM - 12 March 
4. Support for National RAR - see Jan’s letter to all RAR members on next page 

 
 

It’s Happening in March  
 

• The Conversation Club is starting again after a long break.   
 

The TAFE library has agreed to host this every Friday from 1.30pm.   
 

We are hoping for new volunteers to become part of this team and we have planned a meeting at 
the library on Friday 26th where we can establish a roster.   
 
The first meeting with our English learners will be on March 5th. 
 
The library has moved into McGillvray Hall while building works are in progress. 
We would really like to have you along, even if you can commit just one Friday each month. 
 
See page 6 for more information about the Conversation Club -  
or email Helen at Bendigo Friends and Mentors - fambendigo@gmail.com 

 
• Bendigo RAR AGM - 12 March 2021 

watch out for the email with full details - coming soon to your inbox 
 

• Launch of the Interpreter’s Project 
 

• Palm Sunday - 28 March 

 
Plans for April 

 

• Film fundraiser at The Star 
 

• On 5 April - International Day of Conscience  
Letter-Writing Blitz for the Biloela Family trapped on Christmas Island 
more details closer to the date. 

 
June  

• Refugee Week - Sunday 20 June to Saturday 26 
 

July 

• 8 Years Too Long - 19 July 2021 
 

mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
mailto:fambendigo@gmail.com
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A letter to all RAR members across Australia 
 

Personal and family illness is sucking the strength from our National RAR Committee. 
And as some members of the committee have fallen, others have simply picked up the extra load.  
Yet being who they are, wonderful and dedicated, they do not complain. 
But the few remaining will inevitably succumb to the untenable burden of too many tasks.  
 
The 2020 elected committee of 11 members has been reduced to four -  
Louise, Jonathan, Marie, and Paul. 
Steve Maud has recently been co-opted as a new member, as Louise needs to reduce her load, 
and, after four years on the National Committee, Marie needs to slow down. 
 
I am writing this letter to appeal to our thousands of supporters to step up. 
 

National RAR needs: 

• Someone to manage the Website 

• Someone to lead the Facebook team  

• Someone who understands Twitter 

• Someone who loves Campaigning 

• Someone who loves Networking 

• Someone who …. 
 

I believe in the amazing network that is RAR. 
 

In 2008, Margot O’Neill wrote about RAR in her book, Blind Conscience: 
… three middle-aged women [were] so enraged by the treatment of the Tampa refugees, they 
formed the optimistically named ‘Rural Australians for Refugees’ (RAR). Despite the media cliché 
of country rednecks, RAR will ultimately boast 100 groups around Australia with 15,000 
devotees, the largest and most influential of the refugee groups.  

 
As many of you know, I am currently writing the amazing history of RAR’s 20-year existence.  
I would hate the final chapter to have to detail the second collapse of the RAR network. 

 
As Richie Norton says: You deserve a network of inclusion and influence, but it’s up to you to create it.  

 
Jan Govett 
15 February 2021 

 
 
PS - An added Note especially for Bendigo RAR Members and Supporters 
 

It is easy to say “I don’t have time, I don’t have the energy, I don’t have the skills or the knowledge.” 
But in finding one extra hour, in learning one new skill, the wider RAR network benefits. 
 

We know what it was like without a National RAR Network between 2008-2013, and Bendigo RAR played an 
important role in re-establishing it. We thought it was valuable then. I believe it is valuable now.  
 
 

… I’d like to take this opportunity to give a big call out to Ian Milne, long-time member of the National RAR FB Team … 
 

Thank you Ian !!! 
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Practical ways to help 

refugees and people seeking asylum 
 

For people living in the community without support, you can donate to 
1. Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project - BASP https://basp.org.au/ 

 
2. National RAR Appeal Refugee Relocation and Support Fund 

This Fund was launched to assist refugees and people seeking asylum  
take up opportunities in regional and rural Australia.  
Details on the Bendigo RAR website - https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/ 

 
More than 60 refugees have been recently released from detention, with minimal government support. 
These Medevac refugees and people seeking asylum are now on Bridging Visas, have limited sub-standard 
short-term accommodation, have no study rights. They do have a Medicare card, and work rights. But with 
serious health issues after many years in detention, and on a short-term visas, finding work during the COVID-
19 pandemic and an economic recession, is not easy. 
 
RAR recognizes that there are employment opportunities and accommodation in rural and regional areas, 
along with hands-on support of RAR groups. So this Fund was launched to assist refugees and people seeking 
asylum take up opportunities in regional and rural Australia. 
 
RAR members have already contributed over $26,000 for the Refugee Relocation and Support Fund. 
 

• BSB: 633 000. 
• Account No: 160 958 096 

 
NB - Donations are NOT tax-deductible – If you need to make a tax-deductible donation, we suggest: 
Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project https://basp.org.au/ or ASRC https://asrc.org.au/ 

 
• Receipts will be issued to donors where they notify RAR of the donation made and provide an email 

address to send the receipt. 
• RAR will provide a quarterly report of the Fund’s income and expenditure to any donor who provides 

RAR with their email address. A report will be made to the RAR National Executive monthly. 
 
The RAR National Committee has a responsibility to ensure these donations directly support the 
individuals they were intended for, so it has adopted guidelines for allocation of the Fund. 
 
RAR Groups may apply for money from this Fund to support individuals for the following expenditure: 
 

1. Support for rent where the person obtains a job in a rural area and is unable to meet rental payments, until they are able 
to pay this themselves. 

2. Support for travel to job or accommodation in rural areas. 
3. Support for food/ living expenses until person is able to support themselves (includes clothing, footwear, 

pharmaceuticals, doctors and dental if required and not covered by Medicare. 
4. Financial support for person(s) hosting refugees if the refugee has no job and has to be fully supported. (e.g.  funding for 

food, bed linen) 
5. Financial support for voluntary charities and faith groups who request funds for providing the services listed above. 
6. Other related support, at the discretion of the National Executive. 

 
For the fund application form email rar.australia@gmail.com. 

https://basp.org.au/
https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/
https://ruralaustraliansforrefugees.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37c584b8e723068998dd6e3f&id=a5db8d34c7&e=9524441b5a
https://ruralaustraliansforrefugees.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37c584b8e723068998dd6e3f&id=5665410a94&e=9524441b5a
mailto:rar.australia@gmail.com
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Conversation Club  

Starting again Friday March 5 at 1.30pm 

 

We are meeting in the TAFE library.    

The library has been moved to McGilvray Hall which can be 

accessed from McRae St. 

 
We are encouraging both English speakers and people wanting to practise English.    

The sessions are quite informal, if we have enough English speakers there is opportunity for 
one to one conversations, sometimes it is a small group discussion.   

The library has appropriate reading resources which can become the basis for conversation 
so no experience is really necessary.  

 

 

More Information from 
fambendigo@gmail.com 

  

  

mailto:fambendigo@gmail.com
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And for the Letter-Writers … 
 
Politicians Addresses for Bendigo & Victoria  

 
State MPs  
Jacinta Allan - PO Box 399, Bendigo, VIC 3552 - (03) 5443 2144 - jacinta.allan@parliament.vic.gov.au 
Maree Edwards - PO Box 1238, K’ Flat, VIC 3555 - (03) 5410 2444 - maree.edwards@parliament.vic.gov.au 
 
Federal MP for Bendigo electorate: 
 
Lisa Chesters, MP - PO Box 338, Bendigo, VIC, 3550 
Email: Lisa.Chesters.MP@aph.gov.au  Phone: (03) 5443 9055 
 

Victorian Senators 
Postal Address for all Senators in Canberra is: PO Box 6100, Parliament House, ACT 2600 
 
ALP 

• Senator Kim Carr     senator.carr@aph.gov.au  (03) 9639 2798 
62 Lygon Street, Carlton South, VIC, 3053 

• Senator Raff Ciccone    senator.ciccone@aph.gov.au (03) 9894 2098 
1A Blackburn Road, Blackburn VIC 3130 

• Senator Kimberley Kitching   senator.kitching@aph.gov.au  (03) 9374 1640 
Tenancy 3, 6 English Street, Essendon Fields VIC 3041 

• Senator Jess Walsh    senator.walsh@aph.gov.au  (03) 9232 8860 
Commonwealth Parliament Offices, Level 4, Suite 4.6, 4 Treasury Place, East Melbourne VIC 3002 
 
LIBERAL  

• Senator Sarah Henderson    senator.henderson@aph.gov.au  (03) 5221 5900 
PO Box 821, Geelong VIC 3220 

• Senator Jane Hume    senator.hume@aph.gov.au (03) 9428 1773 

• PO Box 224, Richmond VIC 3121 

• Senator James Paterson    senator.paterson@aph.gov.au  (03) 9690 2201 
Ground floor, 63 York Street, South Melbourne VIC 3205 

• Senator Scott Ryan    senator.ryan@aph.gov.au  (03) 9326 1088 
Commonwealth Parliament Offices, Level 3, 4 Treasury Place, East Melbourne VIC 3002 

• Senator David Van    senator.van@aph.gov.au  (03) 9660 6660 
Commonwealth Parliament Offices, Level 4, Suite 4.1, 4 Treasury Place, East Melbourne VIC 3002 

 
NATIONAL  

• Senator Bridget McKenzie   senator.mckenzie@aph.gov.au   1300 889 103 
172 High Street, Wodonga VIC 3690     (02) 6024 2560 
 
GREENS  

• Senator Janet Rice    senator.rice@aph.gov.au   (03) 9381 1446 
PO Box 102 Brunswick East VIC 3057     1300 784 377 

• Senator Lidia Thorpe   senator.thorpe@aph.gov.au (03) 9232 8140 
4 Treasury Place, East Melbourne VIC 3002     1300 883 502 

---------------------- 
 
List of Crossbench Senators 
 

• Senator Stirling Griff (Centre Alliance -SA)  senator.griff@aph.gov.au  (08) 8212 1409 
PO Box 8117, Adelaide SA 5000    

• Senator Rex Patrick (Independent -SA)  senator.patrick@aph.gov.au (08) 8232 1144 

Level 2, 31 Ebenezer Place, Adelaide SA 5000     1300 556 115 

• Senator Jacqui Lambie (Independent - Tas)   senator.lambie@aph.gov.au  (03) 6431 3112 
PO Box 256 Burnie TAS 7320     

 

 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT BENDIGO RAR, email: rarbendigo@gmail.com 
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