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Human Rights Day, 10 December 2020  

Bendigo RAR joined the Grandmothers and Amnesty members on the streets  

in support of the national campaign  

#TimeForAHome 

Over 100 organisations are calling on the government to  
release and resettle  

people before World Refugee Day - 20 June 2020 
 

After 7 long years, it’s time the Government frees these women, men 
and children, and quickly resettles them into our community, so they 
can be safe and have a place to call home. 
 

• Time for release from detention 

• Time for a permanent resettlement solution 

• Time for a home 
 

Everyone needs a safe place to call home. 
It’s time for a home. 

 
Please - SIGN Amnesty International’s PETITION 
https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/time-for-a-home 
 

 

 

 

 

          
 

mailto:https://www.timeforahome.com.au/
https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/time-for-a-home?fbclid=IwAR2fV90k8-SsKDPaocQCRUqRKaTQ7w5Buf7VXEhL-bUdsC4lh5Pank5YRwY
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And this month we did things slightly differently. 
 

After registering our attendance (a COVID-safe measure), 
we stood in pairs, or even alone,  

on various street corners throughout the CBD.  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Matt Oliver for the photos 
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In the Media 
 
Refugees and asylum seekers who have been detained for more than a year at a hotel in 
Melbourne’s north will be moved to another location by the Australian Border Force, 
crushing hopes they were going to be released into the community on Monday.  

 
A spokesperson for the Department of Home Affairs said: "The current lease at the Mantra 
Bell City hotel alternative place of detention expires shortly and will not be renewed. 

 
"As a result, detainees will be transferred to another facility in Melbourne. Details on 
transfers or locations are not provided ahead of time for operational and security reasons. 

 
"Transitory people are encouraged to finalise their medical treatment in Australia so they 
can continue on their resettlement pathway to the United States, return to Nauru or PNG, or 
for those who are not refugees, return to their home country. 

 
"In line with Australian government policy, no one under regional processing arrangements 
will be settled in Australia."        The Age, 14 December 2020 

 

How you can help 
Bendigo RAR is working with the 

Refugee Council of Australia 

and  

MOSAIC, a Canadian not-for-profit settlement organisation in Vancouver, 

to raise money to help resettle refugees from Nauru and PNG to Canada. 
 

We need to raise $18,500 per person. 

Castlemaine RAR has already raised over $40,000, enough to sponsor 2 people to Canada  
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Given the intractability of our government, 

the call to support sponsoring a refugee to Canada  

is increasingly important 
 

Bendigo RAR is working with the 

Refugee Council of Australia 

and   

MOSAIC, a Canadian not-for-profit settlement organisation in Vancouver, 

to raise money to help resettle refugees from Nauru and PNG to Canada. 

 

We need to raise $18,500 per person. 
 

MOSAIC’s Volunteer Settlement teams assist Sponsored Refugees upon their arrival in Canada 
during their first year, providing resettlement and integration support, and advocating on their behalf. 
 
MOSAIC, which is one of the largest settlement non-profit organizations in Canada, has committed to 
assisting resettle our refugees in a 5-year program.   
 
 
As Emily Chipman from the UNHCR Durable Solutions Team says:  

 

It is most unusual to have to assist in the resettlement of refugees from a 
wealthy western country like Australia. 

 
 

How to Help Sponsor a Refugee to Canada 

Donate via electronic transfer to: 

Account name: Rural Australians for Refugees 

BSB: 633-000  

Account No: 117 607 580  

Bank Reference: Freedom 

 

Email to confirm your deposit and request a tax-deductible receipt  
RARdonation@gmail.com 

 

mailto:RARdonation@gmail.com
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Media Release 

15/11/2020 

Give Freedom this Christmas 

Help settle a refugee from Nauru to Canada 

The Bendigo Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) 

are launching an exciting new campaign to give 

the gift of freedom to a refugee for Christmas. 

Through the Refugee Council of Australia, RAR is 

working to raise $18,500 to help resettle a refugee 

from Nauru to Canada. 

This is an opportunity to join ordinary Australians 

across the country in helping to change a 

refugee’s life forever. Imagine fleeing conflict and 

persecution to seek your legal and human rights 

to asylum in Australia, only to end up detained on 

Nauru for seven years with no known release date 

or prospect of viable resettlement anywhere else. 

This is still the plight of 200 desperate refugees. 

Australian expats in Canada, alarmed at the deteriorating mental health of many asylum seekers in offshore 

detention, have formed a network to raise funds and lodge applications to bring refugees to their adopted 

homeland. “Our campaign is one of many across Australia successfully raising the funds needed under the 

Canadian government private sponsorship scheme” says Helen Musk from RAR Bendigo, “the funds are used 

to support the refugees living costs for the first year in Canada, with volunteer teams across Canada assisting 

all new arrivals to rebuild their lives in safety”. 

“Our aim is simple”, says Helen, “we are raising the funds to give a refugee the chance of a life, this is an 

incredible opportunity to support a great cause, I can`t think of a more meaningful Christmas present”. 

Make a one-off family Golden pledge of $500 or buy a Christmas $50 or $100 e-card to change a refugee’s life. 

 
Donations via electronic transfer to: 

Account name: Rural Australians for Refugees 

BSB: 633-000  

Account No: 117 607 580  

Bank Reference: Freedom 

Email to confirm your deposit and request a tax-deductible receipt  RARdonation@gmail.com 
  
 
For further details and interview please contact Helen Musk 
 

 

 
  

 

Australians have raised more than $100,000 to relocate 

refugees stranded on Manus Island and Nauru to Canada, 

as part of a project launched by a Syrian refugee who 

knows all too well what it's like to be stuck in limbo. 

 

He launched Operation Not Forgotten - a project to 

sponsor some 200 refugees stuck on Manus Island and 

Nauru. 

 

ABC News - Wednesday 14 August 2019 

https://ab.co/3kAUiSq 
 

 

Rural Australians for Refugees Bendigo 

RARdonation@gmail.com 

Mob 0437 416 398 

 

mailto:RARdonation@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/f/operationnotforgotten
https://ab.co/3kAUiSq
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
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Operation Not Forgotten: 

A lifeline to Canada 
 

MOSAIC’s Operation Not Forgotten Project 

 

Operation Not Forgotten provides a safe, durable 
solution for hundreds of refugees who have been 
detained on PNG and Nauru since 2013, utilising 
Canada’s Private Sponsorship of Refugees 
Program via MOSAIC’s Sponsorship Agreement 
Holder (SAH) status.  
 

MOSAIC has submitted 97 applications for 
sponsorship, with an additional 83 family 
members living elsewhere, totalling 180 
applications. 60 cases are awaiting submission, 
with a further 193 cases being assessed.  
 

Refugee Council of Australia has supported this 
Operation by fundraising for MOSAIC within the 
Australian community, offering hundreds of 
people a pathway to a permanent and safe home 
with their families.  
 

MOSAIC was formed in 1976 by a group of immigrants and refugees.  
 
Since then, they have become a Canadian leader in providing support and resettlement services for those from 
all continents and diverse backgrounds.  
 
They provide one-to-one and group services with those who are navigating life in Canada as refugee claimants, 
convention refugees and protected persons, as well as other non-status or stateless persons. 

 

MOSAIC - Multi-lingual Orientation Service Association for Immigrant Communities 

https://www.mosaicbc.org/ 
 

Donations via electronic transfer to: 

Account name: Rural Australians for Refugees 

BSB: 633-000  

Account No: 117 607 580   

Bank Reference: Freedom 

Email to confirm your deposit and request a tax-deductible receipt  RARdonation@gmail.com 

 

 

 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT BENDIGO RAR, email: rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 
NB - Bendigo RAR AGM, normally held in November, has been postponed until we can meet Face-to-Face. 

 

 

 

https://www.mosaicbc.org/
mailto:RARdonation@gmail.com
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
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