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What became of the athletes who sought Australia’s protection after the 2018 Commonwealth Games? 
 
David Manne, Executive Director of Refugee Legal reminds us of the people behind the government’s statistics, 
and how fortunate we are to have lawyers and others who give their time and energy to do this work. 
 
Amidst Government warnings in the wake of the 2018 Commonwealth Games that athletes seeking asylum would be 
rounded up, detained and deported, a number of athletes sought our assistance.  
Amongst them was a man who has just been granted protection. 
 
It’s a powerful reminder of the courage of people we help, who not 
only face the fear of abuse in their homeland, but also at the hands of 
the Government here. It’s also a reminder of how important it is for 
people to have somewhere to turn for help when they need it most. 
 
A man from the Middle East arrived by boat in 2013 and was detained 
ever since. After multiple wins in the Court – including from the High 
Court – four Immigration Assessment Authority (IAA) reviews, 
substantial psychiatric support, judicial review work with one of our 
partners, and ongoing representation by us at the IAA, our client has 
just been approved on his fouth IAA review. 
 
It’s been a remarkable sector collaboration. Our client cried with relief and joy upon hearing the news. 
 
A couple who fled from Eastern Europe – after they were attacked on the basis of their sexual orientation – were 
granted protection visas after waiting for an outcome for over five years. The couple were overjoyed by the 
result, commenting how important and how appreciated our legal work was, and that “you literally save lives.” 
 
A 23-year-old Sri Lankan man was refused a protection visa during the pandemic (after waiting seven years for 
an interview). He was then helped to lodge his submissions for review by the Immigration Assessment 
Authority through our Clinic program. At the end of this process, he told us that he felt empowered to have 
had someone listen to and record his story in writing. 
 

 

Councils sign on to help temporary visa holders 
 

Over 2 million migrant workers, refugees, asylum seekers and international 
students who have been without financial support during the pandemic.  
 

Local councils are being urged to sign up to a new advocacy campaign 
pledging financial and in-kind support for temporary visa holders, as 
pressure mounts on the federal government to extend income support 
programs to the 2 million people currently excluded. 
 

On Thursday, Democracy in Colour and Welcoming Australia published 
an open letter with commitments from 14 local councils to sign a 
mayoral declaration to provide support for temporary visa workers.  
 

The participating councils, which include City of Sydney, City of Hobart, and Hume City Council,  have also 
declared an intent to support all people in the community, ensuring no one is left behind during the crisis.  

 

https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/10/councils-sign-on-to-help-temporary-visa-holders/ 
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FEDERAL BUDGET 2020 

 

 
The 2020 Budget has: 
 

• Excluded JobSeeker and Jobkeeper support for thousands of people on temporary protection visas, including 
the families of 16,000 children. 

 

• Cut support for people seeking asylum via the Status Resolution Support System (SRSS) with a huge $120.2 
million being removed from the program over the last three years. 

 

• Introduced new English language requirements for partner visa applicants and sponsors, which will affect 
refugees in Australia hoping to reunite with their families. 

 

• Allocated $55.6 million to be spent over the next year to reactivate the Christmas Island facility in order to 
hold up to 250 “unlawful non-citizens”  

 

• Allocated $41.4 million for deterrence of asylum seekers in Indonesia. 
 

 

War on Refugees moves to Final Phase Onshore. by Rick Morton. The Saturday Paper. 17 October 2020 

Without warning, the government has removed all support from hundreds of refugees in 
community detention – denying them housing and income support.  

EDITOR'S NOTE - Maddison Connaughton, editor, The Saturday Paper 
 

While Covid-19 has made real our own personal vulnerabilities – in our health, jobs and communities – it is 
important not to look away from what is happening to those in need of the greatest support.  
 

In the midst of a global pandemic, the Morrison government has moved to evict hundreds of refugees – men, 
women and children – from their homes and strip them of government support.  
 

Those in the medical and refugee sector see it as a last move in a war of attrition, the final stage of the 
government’s systematic dismantling of Australia’s refugee apparatus.  
 

“These people represent some of the most vulnerable and acutely unwell people in Australia,” writes Rick 
Morton this week. “They suffer from malnutrition, untreated dental infections, cancer, stroke, debilitating 
autoimmune conditions... severe psychological breakdowns caused by indefinite detention, which manifest as 
psychosomatic disorders, suicidal ideation and dissociation.”  

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2020/10/17/exclusive-war-refugees-moves-final-phase-onshore/160285320010560 

 

 
The National RAR website – a treasure trove of information - https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/ 

 

• Listening to Refugees. On this page we have stories and podcasts from refugees directly. 
o https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/listening-to-refugees/ 

 

• Human Rights Campaign. Charter of Human Rights 
o https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/charter-of-human-rights/ 

 

• Rural Australians for Refugees will have its 20 anniversary in 2021, and a history is being written.  
o https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/history-of-rar-a-book-is-being-written/ 

 
 

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT RAR BENDIGO, email: rarbendigo@gmail.com 
NB - Bendigo RAR AGM, normally held in November, has been postponed until we can meet Face-to-Face. 

 

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2020/10/17/exclusive-war-refugees-moves-final-phase-onshore/160285320010560
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2020/10/17/exclusive-war-refugees-moves-final-phase-onshore/160285320010560
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/
https://ruralaustraliansforrefugees.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37c584b8e723068998dd6e3f&id=5421d86d54&e=9524441b5a
https://ruralaustraliansforrefugees.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37c584b8e723068998dd6e3f&id=addbca9741&e=9524441b5a
https://ruralaustraliansforrefugees.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b37c584b8e723068998dd6e3f&id=53b85c8da3&e=9524441b5a
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
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#GameOver campaign  https://gameover.org.au/ 
 
Take action to get all those trapped by Australia on Nauru and Papua New Guinea to safety.  
There are options. Join us and help get these innocent people to safety. 
 

#GameOver organisers are calling for a National Day of Action on Wednesday 28 October.  
 

A NOTE FROM CRAIG FOSTER, Former Socceroo and human rights advocate 
 

In October 2019 I travelled to Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea with Amnesty International to meet with 
refugees and people seeking asylum sent to Manus Island more than seven years ago by the Australian 
Government. 
 

We found people trapped indefinitely by Australia’s offshore detention regime who are suffering terribly. They 
have been left without hope for seven years and are destitute physically and emotionally. 
 

They’ve lost friends, family, and are tired from hanging on. They desperately need our help. 
 

They are not allowed to work legally, they can’t access education, play the sports they love, access health care 
or plan for their futures. Many live with trauma and illness every day because of their treatment in detention. 
But this isn’t just happening offshore. It’s happening right here in our cities. In March I went to visit the Mantra 
Hotel in Melbourne. This is not a hotel as you and I know them. A whole floor of the Mantra has been 
transformed into what is referred to as an Alternative Place of Detention (APOD).  
 

Many of those who had been Medevaced to Australia to receive urgent medical treatment are now being held 
in locations like this around Australia. Yet what was meant to be a refuge has become just another nightmare. 
Locked in their rooms for 19 hours a day, for months on end, they have nearly no access to the outside world, 
yet alone the proper treatment they were brought to Australia to receive.  
 

They’ve gone from one form of detention to another, and simply traded barbed wire for keycards. 
 

It’s time to call #GameOver and get these people to safety so they can rebuild their lives. 
 
 

Please sign the Online Petition - https://gameover.org.au/ 
 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
Dear Prime Minister, 

I am calling on you to free the people Australia has kept trapped on Nauru and Papua New Guinea for more 
than seven years. 
There are options to get them to safety; the USA, Canada and Switzerland have already resettled many of 
these people. New Zealand is also willing to help. 
Their situation is desperate. We need you to act before the death toll of 13 people who have been 
murdered or died in Australia’s offshore centres, grows even higher. 
Please, act urgently and get these people to safety. 

Sincerely 
 
 

Are you a sportsperson, or do you have family or friends who are involved in sport?  
 

The #GameOver campaign already has the support of top sportspeople,  
and the more people who join the campaign, the more powerful it will be. 
 

Part of the #GameOver campaign is about engaging with the sporting community and inspiring them to join us 
in taking action. But we need your help to reach them.  
 
There is an excellent resources page on the #GameOver website https://gameover.org.au/toolkit/ 
 
There is a letter template as a guide for you to reach out to sporting clubs, as well as an open letter signed by 
#GameOver ambassadors such as Liz Ellis and Ian Chappell.  
 

Don’t be afraid to give your letter a personal touch.  
Using your own words to describe your involvement in the #GameOver campaign is very powerful. 

 

 

https://gameover.org.au/
https://gameover.org.au/
https://gameover.org.au/toolkit/
https://action.amnesty.org.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1lXw3rzSOCmuNnr_y72lCZ2gXmm9YzU8b%2fview&srcid=1422795&srctid=1&erid=d4d7cdbb-7ed7-4986-a24e-e98a5267f1ef&efndnum=&trid=d4d7cdbb-7ed7-4986-a24e-e98a5267f1ef


Page 4 

 

 
More News supplied by Geraldine from BRASA - Bayside Refugee Advocacy and Support Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decision to cut Refugee Intake could not have come at a Worse Time: Paul Power 
 

Paul Power, C.E.O. of the Refugee Council of Australia says that in a time of global crisis, Australia’s cuts to refugee 
intake rob thousands of refugees of the hope of re-settlement.  
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/media-release-cut-to-australian-resettlement-robs-refugees-of-hope-at-a-time-of-global-crisis 

Australia Should Bring in Refugees to deal with lag in Immigration: Amnesty 
 

With international borders closed and countries in lockdown, millions of refugees have been left abandoned with 
nowhere safe to go. Many countries which had promised to take them in have since turned their backs – including 
Australia. About 4000 refugees granted visas to settle in Australia have remained stranded offshore since March, when 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison sealed our borders. 
 

Graham Thom, Amnesty International’s refugee advisor, said we should bring those stranded refugees in and use this 
lag in immigration to process the tens of thousands of asylum seekers on our waiting list. “You’d think without an 
offshore humanitarian program, now would be the perfect time to get through that backlog,” he told The New 
Daily.  “Why don’t we at least allow these individuals to fill some of these crucial jobs that normally immigrants would 
fill, whether it be fruit-picking or other jobs, and if they do that then give them some sort of pathway to permanency?” 
https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/coronavirus/2020/09/25/immigration-coronavirus/amp/ 
 
 

Maurice Blackburn Lawyers Commence Pro-Bono Class Action Re Unlawful Detention of People Seeking Asylum 
 

Maurice Blackburn has commenced a pro-bono class action against the Commonwealth of Australia seeking 
compensation for people seeking asylum it alleges were unlawfully detained in Australian immigration detention 
centres between 27 August 2011 and 25 February 2020. The lead plaintiff in this action is known as “DBE17”. He was 
born in detention and, it is alleged, was unlawfully detained for in excess of 450 days. This class action is being heard in 
the Federal Court of Australia. 
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/ 

SBS Reports that Two Refugees have been sent to Christmas Island despite Minister’s Contrary Assurance 

Refugees are among about 100 immigration detainees currently being held at the recently reopened North-West Point 
facility on Christmas Island, facing deportation on character grounds, despite government authorities previously 
stating no asylum seekers or refugees would be transferred. 
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/refugees-among-immigration-detainees-transferred-to-recently-reopened-christmas-island 

Government has Revamped the Values Test for Citizenship, but Would They Pass It Themselves? 

The values test will be based on the national values and principles documented in the 
Government’s  
‘Life in Australia: Australian Values and Principles’. Like the citizenship test, it will be multiple choice  
but unlike the citizenship test, it will require applicants to achieve a perfect score of five out of five. 
 

Immigration Minister Alan Tudge fails the test before we get past the first clause of the first dot-
point: ‘Australian society values respect for the freedom and dignity of the individual.’  
 

It reads:  
I understand: 
Australian society values respect for the freedom and dignity of the individual, freedom of religion, commitment to 
the rule of law, Parliamentary democracy, equality of men and women and a spirit of egalitarianism that embraces 
mutual respect, tolerance, fair play and compassion for those in need and pursuit of the public good. 

https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/the-federal-government-would-not-pass-its-own-values-test,14352#.X3JYXSDCaAA.facebook 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Poof!! And the Mobile Phone Ban Bill is Defeated 

“I’m not going to stop someone calling his Dad on their birthday”, declares 

Senator Jacquie Lambie, and suddenly a threat that has hovered over the 

heads of hundreds of people for months is vanquished.  

Approximately 40,000 Victorians responded to Senator Jacquie Lambie’s 

invitation to email her with their views as to how she should vote. 

Congratulations to all those who participated in the campaign to persuade 

her to oppose the bill.  

96% of emails that Senator Lambie received called upon her to defeat the 

bill. And she listened!  Well done everyone. 

https://amp.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/oct/02/jacqui-lambie-sinks-coalition-plan-to-

ban-mobile-phone-access-in-immigration-detention 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/baysiderefugeesupport/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/media-release-cut-to-australian-resettlement-robs-refugees-of-hope-at-a-time-of-global-crisis/
https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/coronavirus/2020/09/25/immigration-coronavirus/amp/
https://www.mauriceblackburn.com.au/class-actions/current-class-actions/unlawful-detention-of-people-seeking-asylum-class-action/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/refugees-among-immigration-detainees-transferred-to-recently-reopened-christmas-island
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/support-subsite/files/life-in-australia/lia_english_full.pdf
https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-display/the-federal-government-would-not-pass-its-own-values-test,14352#.X3JYXSDCaAA.facebook
https://amp.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/oct/02/jacqui-lambie-sinks-coalition-plan-to-ban-mobile-phone-access-in-immigration-detention
https://amp.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/oct/02/jacqui-lambie-sinks-coalition-plan-to-ban-mobile-phone-access-in-immigration-detention
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/support-subsite/files/life-in-australia/lia_english_full.pdf

