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Bendigo Community Health Services is providing a free telephone hotline for the Karen community to 
call and speak to one of our Karen staff if they have any questions or concerns about Coronavirus. 
 
Please see this link for written information in Karen and English 
https://www.bchs.com.au/docman/general-downloads/532-
coronavirus-telephone-hotline-for-the-karen-community-july-2020/file 
 
And here for audio-visual information in Karen. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGUXHqJSr9s#action=share 
 
Please share amongst your networks. 
 
We appreciate your assistance in letting the Karen community know 
this service is now available to them. 
 
Phone: (03) 5406 1254  
Open from 1pm to 4.30pm, Monday to Thursday only. 
 
To see information sheets and videos about Coronavirus in Karen, Dinka or Dari,  
please visit Coronavirus Refugee Resource Hub: https://bit.ly/CoronavirusRefugees 

 
------ 
Bendigo RAR President's Message   
  
Well things have got tougher on the COVID-19 front.  Scary enough here but so much more in Melbourne and 
more still in public housing towers.  So how bad it must be for our detained asylum seekers in the Mantra.  We 
will keep making it clear that we have not forgotten them or accepted their cruel treatment.   
 

Under Alison McClure’s leadership and energy food packages have been collected by and from generous and 
thoughtful Bendigonians to make our contribution to the Asylum Seekers Resource Centre’s support to those 
in lock down.  The need continues so the collection will continue until the end of July.  Please drop in to the 
Good Loaf with anything you can. You will find the needed types of food on our Facebook page.   
 

If you haven’t seen the great photos of the great banner display that Ken Rookes and others put together with 
the Grannies in lieu of our usual mass gathering at the fountain corner of Rosalind Park, have a look on 
Facebook.  They will warm your heart.   
 

Friday Food Safari is back up and running at the Old Church on the Hill after the school holiday break so please 
keep supporting this great initiative.     
 

The Community Refugee Sponsorship Initiative that I mentioned in May is continuing to push for and prepare 
for a more just refugee sponsorship scheme and is preparing for this to happen in 2021. We will look at how 
we and Bendigo can take part.   

Stay safe, warm and mostly at home when you can.   
  

John Murphy  

 

 

          
 

 

https://www.bchs.com.au/docman/general-downloads/532-coronavirus-telephone-hotline-for-the-karen-community-july-2020/file
https://www.bchs.com.au/docman/general-downloads/532-coronavirus-telephone-hotline-for-the-karen-community-july-2020/file
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGUXHqJSr9s#action=share
https://bit.ly/CoronavirusRefugees
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19 July 2020 marked the 7th anniversary of  
the reopening of off-shore detention.

 #7YearsTooLong 
 

Due to the resurgence of COVID in Victoria, we decided NOT to hold our usual monthly rally  

Instead, there was a 
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Immigration detention in Australia 

“The policy of mandatory detention in Australia (that is the legal requirement to detain all 

noncitizens without a valid visa) was introduced by the Keating (Labor) Government in 1992 

in response to a wave of Indochinese boat arrivals.”  

- Janet Phillips and Harriet Spinks, Immigration Detention in Australia, March 2013 

Thanks to Di O’Neill from the Bendigo Grandmothers for Refugees for drawing our attention to this article.  

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BN/2012-2013/Detention 

 

 

 

• Indefinite detention =  
- loss of hope, despair and significant mental ill health. 
- Cost of onshore and off shore detention = $9.6 billion over 7 years (2013-2020) 

 

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BN/2012-2013/Detention
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So many things have been put on hold until this COVID-19 Crisis passes. 
But not Rural Australians for Refugees … 
 

The Bendigo RAR executive is meeting regularly on Zoom. 
 

Bendigo RAR Welcoming Team - Gill 
 

The Welcome Group continues to be welcoming. During the COVID crisis though, the group has 
been represented by individuals rather than engaging in group activities. 
 
I am very grateful to Leigh Callinan, Ian Milne, Julie Collyer and Jess Li, all of whom have helped 
with the collection of food from Food Share and re-packing it for distribution to those whose 
incomes have been cut. 
 
Whether or not the COVID 19 virus has contributed to the number of furniture items that have been offered to RAR to be 
given to people who need them in the refugee community, there have been a few lately. Some from RAR supporters and 
some from members of the community.  

 

And some News from other RAR Groups  
 

 

Bellingen RAR Demonstration 

 

Hamilton and Dunkeld Groups demonstrated outside Dan Tehan’s office 

 

 

 

Warrnambool RAR joined 

with their local  

Love Makes a Way group 

to hold their vigil 
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Rural Australians for Refugees Daylesford hold a weekly demonstration. Read more here 

 
The Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group (BMRSG) have their own YouTube Channel 
Find an example of their work here - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPexkc4VHVU 

 

 
 
Just a few statistics from BMRSG 
The Glenbrook mob’s sign preparation was viewed by 5,616 people, the Stop the Boats clip got viewed 1,922 
times, Judy and Guy holding up signs on the highway reached 2917 people.  
They also increased their Facebook followers to 3,739* and their Instagram followers to 259. 

 
*Bendigo RAR has 1,573 Facebook followers 

 

thewombatpost.com.au/2020/07/10/daylesford-toots-for-refugees-every-friday/?fbclid=IwAR2qHq_MRuoSWrvgCRXmSmCkAlL5XYpsScfum3ucYVZguH-G-1IXxJFFMHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPexkc4VHVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPexkc4VHVU&t=27s
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More News and Ideas from other RAR Groups  

 
 

Aireys Inlet RAR created a postcard for you to use 
Send to the PM via his contact page 
 
Please Note: You will need to copy the image below and save to a file, so you can send it as a message to the PM. 

 Please send this to the PM now via his contact page as PM on the following link: 

·         https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm 
·         Fill in ALL your personal information in the boxes provided 
·         Type in your own heading in the Subject Box to maximise the likelihood of it being read 
·         In the Comments Box type your own comments re this Migration Amendment Bill    
·         In the ATTACMENT section you will need to do the following: 

o   Click Choose File – and then you need to select the file you saved and open it 
o   The click the Upload and the file will be attached 

·         Click Submit and your personalised message will be sent to the PM. 
  

We simply have to stop this Bill being passed so it would be wonderful of you if you would ask your friends, 
neighbours, relatives, family and anyone else you know to send this to the PM? 

. 

 

 
  

https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm
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This is the Media Release for #7YearsTooLong from RAR groups in the Indi Electorate  

 
#7YearsTooLong 

 
Rural Australians for Refugees will mark the seven-year anniversary of indefinite detention of asylum 
seekers and refugees on Sunday 19 July, with peaceful vigils in eight communities across NE Victoria in 
accordance with COVID-19 social distancing and health regulations.  

July 19 marks the anniversary of the day in 2013 when the then Prime Minister of Australia Kevin Rudd 

announced that people seeking asylum arriving in Australia by boat would be sent to offshore detention 

camps, and they would never be allowed to settle in Australia if found to be refugees. 

Since 2013, thousands of men, women and children have been subjected to the cruel and brutal regime of 

detention by the Australian Government because they arrived by boat seeking a safe home.  

Over these seven years we’ve seen a humanitarian crisis unfold, resulting in the tragic loss of 12 people in 

offshore detention who had committed no crime. We’ve witnessed immeasurable suffering and harm to 

vulnerable, traumatised people – mothers, fathers, sons and daughters detained indefinitely in onshore 

and offshore detention, separated from families for years.  

Rural Australians for Refugees is made up of people living in rural and regional communities who want a 

return to compassion in Australia’s treatment of asylum seekers and refugees.  

We want asylum seekers to be received and treated humanely by Australia, not locked up to languish 

indefinitely for years.  

We want Australia to take full responsibility for processing asylum seeker claims here in Australia and 

uphold the human rights of asylum seekers and refugees to appropriate health care, support and services. 

Seven years of indefinite detention and suffering is too long……..and now the Government is considering 

removing mobile phones from people in detention. 

We urge the Australian Government to replace this callous system with a fair, orderly process that  
gets people quickly and safely settled into our communities.  

 

Contact:  

• Marie Sellstrom Secretary Mansfield RAR, Convenor National RAR Detention subcommittee, Convenor 

National RAR Human Rights subcommittee, Member of National RAR Executive. 

mtsellstrom@bigpond.com 0417 398 528 

 

North Eastern Victoria now has 8 RAR groups: 

1. Mansfield RAR 
2. Benalla RAR 
3. Wangaratta RAR 
4. Alpine RAR 
5. Strathbogie RAR 
6. Wodonga- Albury RAR 
7. Alexandra RAR 
8. Beechworth RAR 

… plus … Mansfield Youth for Refugees 
 

 

 

 

 

2019 - at the Farmer's Market. RAR Mansfield and the Seussical team 

mailto:mtsellstrom@bigpond.com
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Here’s an email postcard created by a member of Bendigo RAR. 

• Just copy and paste the image into an email and send to MPs and/or Senators of your choice.  

• Don’t forget to include your name and address in the email. 

• MPs and Senators email addresses can easily be found on the ARAN website: https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Need more ideas for your letters? Check out these Letter-Writing Pages 

 Australian Refugee Action Network: https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/ 
 Bendigo RAR: https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/letter-writing/ 

https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/letter-writing/
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31 July 2020 
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JULY 2020 – Congratulations Sister Brigid Arthur 
  
Sr Brigid and Sr Catherine Kelly co-founded the Brigidine Asylum Seeker Project (BASP) in 2001; since then it has 
grown in strength. Sr Catherine who specialised in visa applications died in 2015 and Sr Brigid continued as the 
driving force behind the project.  
 
From 2001 until 2020 Sr Brigid has visited detention centres and championed the cause of detainees. In 2011-12 
there were nearly 3,000 minors in closed detention in Australia and by 2013 the numbers of families in detention in 
Australia had increased. Sr Brigid identified a group of vulnerable young Afghan boys at MITA and became their 
litigation guardian and with legal assistance took action all the way to the High Court. The intention of the litigation 
was to change the law to stop children from being held in detention. While this action saved these boys, it did not 
change the law. 
 
The BASP not only supports detainees but advocates to get detainees into the community and settles and supports 
them in the community by sourcing accommodation, furniture etc. Over the life of the project many hundreds of 
people have been able to live in BASP houses. In addition, BASP undertakes community education and fundraising, 
visits schools to speak about asylum seekers, takes asylum seekers on outings and provides meals. 
 
The aims of BASP are 
• to provide hospitality and practical support for asylum seekers 
• actively network with like-minded individuals and groups who are working for justice for asylum seekers 
• promote advocacy for the rights of asylum seekers 
• raise awareness of asylum seeker issues and concerns through a range of activities 

In 2016 Sr Brigid and Pamela Curr visited asylum seekers on Christmas Island. 
For the last 18 years BASP has operated as a provider that steps in when other agencies, for a range of 
reasons, are unable to support people seeking asylum. 
 

Unsung Hero of the Month Award - For more information go to the National RAR website 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/unsunghero/ 
 
 
 

For more information: 
Contact Bendigo RAR – rarbendigo@gmail.com 
And follow us on Facebook  

  

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/unsunghero/
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/

