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Marie Standen's refugee advocacy  
recognised in Queen's Birthday Honours 

 

Congratulations to Marie. 
The Tampa incident in 2001 spurred Marie Standen into action. 
Disgusted by the way the government was treating refugees, she wrote a letter 
to the BMGazette asking if anyone else was appalled about the upsurge in 
racial prejudice and wanted to get together to make a difference. 
Her letter struck a chord. In Dec, the first meeting of the Blue Mountains 
Refugee Support Group was held, attended by more than 100 people. 
 

 

 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 2020* 
 
Member (AM) in the General Division 
Professor Christine PHILLIPS (ACT) For significant service to medical education, to migrant & refugee health, & to medicine. 
 

Medal (OAM) in the General Division 
Mrs Luz (Lucy) Oscar MARIN (NSW) For service to the health and rehabilitation of refugees. 
Ms Marie STANDEN (NSW) For service to refugees, and to the community of the Blue Mountains. 

 
* Editor’s note: Apologies if I have missed anyone 

 

EVERY DAY 14-20 June @ 10:00 am & @ 7:00 pm 

Online screening of The Staging Post 
Meet the refugees stuck in Indonesia and learn about their refugee-led education revolution. Each screening 
will include an introduction to the star of the film and a Q&A with the refugee community in Indonesia.  
To register or for more information email: jolyon@cisarualearning.com muzafar@cisarualearning.com 
 

 

 

          
 

 

  
Marie is seen here with Julian Burnside 

 

mailto:jolyon@cisarualearning.com
mailto:muzafar@cisarualearning.com
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Some highlights are: 
 
Sunday 14 June @ 6.15pm-7.15pm 
On ‘Welcome’: Migration, First Nations and Refugee Communities 
Presented in partnership with Refugee Council of Australia.  
https://www.wheelercentre.com/events/on-welcome-migration-first-nations-and-refugee-communities 
 

 
 
Monday 15 June @6.15pm – 7.16pm (Free)  
Words Without Borders 
An evening of spoken word and poetry performed by members of Australia’s Refugee communities, 
in collaboration with The Wheeler Centre. Hosted by Eritrean storyteller Manal Younus, with Lujayn 
Hourani, Hani Abdile, Flora Chol, Awale Ahmed & Marziya Mohammadi. 
https://www.wheelercentre.com/events/words-without-borders-an-evening-of-poetry-and-spoken-word?promo=3518 
 

 
 
Tuesday 16 June @ 7pm - 9:30pm  
(Free) Amnesty online event:  
In Conversation with Ali 
Discussing how people with refugee backgrounds are making our 
neighbourhoods that much brighter, especially during the past 
few months.  
RSVP here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPKxA6AFsvK7hnEFb
2_Hkn6pHNFbtHbVbdWgOZDMuYmv1eiw/viewform 

 

Ali Al Battat  

from Shepperton 

was a baby when 

he arrived from 

Iraq via  

Christmas Island. 

https://www.wheelercentre.com/events/on-welcome-migration-first-nations-and-refugee-communities
https://www.wheelercentre.com/events/words-without-borders-an-evening-of-poetry-and-spoken-word?promo=3518
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPKxA6AFsvK7hnEFb2_Hkn6pHNFbtHbVbdWgOZDMuYmv1eiw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPKxA6AFsvK7hnEFb2_Hkn6pHNFbtHbVbdWgOZDMuYmv1eiw/viewform
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Wednesday 17 June @6pm – 7pm (Free)  
Global storytelling night 
In partnership with Refugee Week UK. 
Join four amazing people from around the world as they share their stories of 'welcome' and 
'imagination', based on this year's themes. MC'ed by the awesome Mariam Issa 
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/global_storytelling_night?utm_campaign=june_bulletin_5&utm_medium=email&utm_source=refugeecouncilaus 
 

 
 

Thursday 18 June@4pm  
A live and in-depth conversation 
With three powerful advocates for refugees, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Cate Blanchett AC, 
Australia for UNHCR Special Representative Marta Dusseldorp and Western Sydney community 
leader Mayor Chagai. 
Supporting UNHCR Tickets $60 (this money will assist UNHCR’s work) 
https://events.humanitix.com/world-refugee-day-live-with-cate-blanchett 
 

 
 
Friday 19 June @ 7:30 - 9:30 pm  
Online film screening of FOR SAMA  
The film is the first feature documentary by Emmy award-winning filmmakers, 
Waad al-Kateab and Edward Watts.  
View trailer here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsvBqtg2RM0 
RSVP for ticketing details and link below 
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/for_sama_online_screening?recruiter_id=65859 

   

https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/global_storytelling_night?utm_campaign=june_bulletin_5&utm_medium=email&utm_source=refugeecouncilaus
https://events.humanitix.com/world-refugee-day-live-with-cate-blanchett
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsvBqtg2RM0
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/for_sama_online_screening?recruiter_id=65859
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Refugee Week Rally   

Speaking Up for Refugees 
 

Opposite the Fountain. View St end of Rosalind Park, Bendigo 

4pm - Friday, 19 June 
 

#justice4refugees #gameover #NobodyLeftBehind 
 

Hosted by Rural Australians for Refugees - Bendigo 
 

 

 
 
We will observe COVID safety measures 
 

RAR members and supporters are invited to attend and need to RSVP. rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 
If we have more than 20 people, we can have other groups at a nearby but distinct sites.  
 
We are hoping the Bendigo Grandmothers, Bendigo Amnesty, and concerned members of the 
public will join with us. 
 
Please note the earlier time - 4pm - due to the chilly weather and early nightfall. 
 

IMPORTANT: If you wish to attend - PLEASE email rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/justice4refugees
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gameover
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nobodyleftbehind
https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/?eid=ARDjjB2JEk71dfwMT5Dva_7LZH-IthvmsYzavDFd9m7xhi0HG5ys_bY6wpJq9vxribDi6PjtmSYlmztS
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com


Page 5 

 

 
 
 
Saturday 20 June WORLD REFUGEE DAY @2 - 4pm (Free) Online  
Reading the Lives of Refugees 
Hear the stories and join the discussion with author Christine Cummins.  
When we welcome people into our homes, we offer tea.  
We sit together, get to know each other.  
Hosted by Grandmothers for Refugees https://www.grandmothersforrefugees.com/events 
To join this Zoom event: Click on this link. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6410570613?pwd=YU5TVnM4cWZVUXVadnBabzdBbENVUT09   
 

Refugee Week: Celebrating the 'Year of Welcome' Online Sessions 
Mon 15th Jun 2020, 1:00 pm - Sat 4th Jul 2020, 4:00 pm AEST $15 
 

 
 

Bringing stories and conversations into your home and work, this series of 5 engaging online sessions around refugee issues 

will be presented during Refugee Week. The one-off cost covers all sessions. 

 

Monday June 15 from 2pm - 3pm Refugees & Mental Health. Community connections are central to overall health and 
wellbeing amongst refugee communities. 2pm - 2.30pm Conversation with Dr Sarah Kemp, a local Blue Mountains GP - 
Providing comfort and connections to people settling in a new country. 
 

Tuesday June 16 from 12.00pm - 12.30pm Performance and conversation with Nepean Multicultural Access music group - 
Supporting wellbeing and connections through a community music group. 

 

Wednesday June 17 from 12pm - 1pm Strategic Regional welcoming. Talia Stump will discuss her research from 20 regional 
and rural communities in Canada, USA, Germany, Norway and Sweden and a panel of a refugee, school Principal & cafe 
owner talking about their strategies of rolling up their sleeves to actively assist. This will be a session to help communities plan 
to be truly places of welcome. 
 

Friday June 19 from 6.00pm - 7.00pm Celebrating the strength and resilience of refugee women during COVID and beyond.  
A review of recent research into the impacts of COVID and isolation on refugee communities. In conversation with Najeeba 
Wazefadost, Rooan Al Kalmashi and Samzin Kalang. 
 

Saturday June 20 - The free event “Blue Mountains Refugee Welcome Way” will be a series of social media events filmed up 
and down the mountains available on Saturday 20th June https://www.facebook.com/BlueMountainsRefugeeSupportGroup/. 
You can be involved by sending in messages, photos and videos which welcome refugees to the Blue Mountains if you are an 
Elf, a Wizard, a Fairy Godmother or just an ordinary soul -it is Winter Magic Weekend. 
 

Saturday July 4 from 2pm - 3pm – Phil Voysey will be talking with Esmat Ullah about his journey from Afghanistan to 
Australia via detention in Indonesia. Come and hear his remarkable story of resilience. 

 

Zoom links for the individual sessions will be emailed to you. 
All proceeds will go to the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group. 

https://events.humanitix.com/refugee-week-celebrating-the-year-of-welcome-online-sessions 
 

 

https://www.grandmothersforrefugees.com/events
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6410570613?pwd=YU5TVnM4cWZVUXVadnBabzdBbENVUT09
https://www.facebook.com/BlueMountainsRefugeeSupportGroup/
https://events.humanitix.com/refugee-week-celebrating-the-year-of-welcome-online-sessions
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Message from National RAR President, Louise Redmond 
 
The RAR Campaign Committee have developed a Donations campaign, 
to encourage our members and supporters to contribute to groups and 
organizations who are supporting vulnerable people who have missed 
out on Government benefits during this COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
I know many of you are already running fund-raising campaigns, even 
with great limitations imposed by social / physical distancing 
requirements. This campaign is an email / social media led campaign, 
to try and encourage our thousands of supporters to make a regular 
donation, however small, over the next six months, to help the hard-
working groups and services meet the huge needs they face now. 
 
We have developed a Tool-Kit for this Campaign - Nothing fancy. 
Just some materials you could use, if you want to. It's entirely up to 
you. We hope it will sit alongside your current fund-raising efforts. 
We welcome your suggestions to add to this campaign, to keep it lively 
and energetic, through the six-month period. 
 
Please be aware that RAR National is not collecting any money. 
We encourage donors to choose where their money goes. We make some suggestions in the Tool-Kit. 
 
Thank you for the fantastic work you are doing during this time. I read the newsletters that come through 
the rar.australia@gmail.com email and it is so impressive to see the range of work groups are doing, even 
with the restrictions we face. 

 
Warm regards 
 

Louise 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Dig Deep During COVID_19” Donations Campaign 
 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/dig-deep/ 
 

DDDC_Tool-kit for RAR Groups 

RAR National is leading a fund-raising campaign for direct support to refugees and people seeking asylum 
who have no income during the COVID-19 pandemic. Many who were supporting themselves through 
work have lost their jobs. They don’t get Government benefits. Now they rely on RAR groups and 
community service organizations to survive. These organizations, and our own RAR groups, desperately 
need donations.  
 
Some of us have extra cash because our activities are more restricted during this pandemic. We have no 
idea how long it will last. This campaign is a call for our members and supporters to consider making a 
regular donation, however small, for the next six months to a group or organization that is providing 
direct support – money, food, rent assistance – to these vulnerable people.  
 
This tool-kit is to enable RAR groups to run the #DigDeep 
campaign locally. It will help us ask our members and 
supporters to make a regular donation. The first step is to 
identify refugee support organizations to whom locally raised 
funds will go. There are some suggestions in this tool-kit. RAR 
National will not collect any funds. 
 

  

 

 

mailto:rar.australia@gmail.com
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/dig-deep/
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/20.05.11-DDDC_Tool-kit-for-RAR-Groups.pdf
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/20.05.11-DDDC_Tool-kit-for-RAR-Groups.pdf
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So many things have been put on hold until this COVID-19 Crisis passes. 
But not Bendigo Rural Australians for Refugees … 
 

The Bendigo RAR executive is meeting regularly on Zoom. 
 

Bendigo RAR Welcoming Team - Gill 
 

I have been representing RAR at meetings of the Bendigo Settlement Network members being held 
fortnightly during the Covid 19 emergency. These are an opportunity for the various professional 
services supporting refugees to help each other fill specific needs in this vulnerable section of the 
community. I am there to say that, in RAR, there are willing volunteers to help with tasks. 
 

So far, we have been asked to support Loddon Campaspe Multicultural Service’s Friday Food Safari about which you will 
have read. The food available at The Old Church on the Hill on Fridays is delicious and I recommend that you order some 
this week. The meals we buy for $12 each, help subsidise meals provided free to those who need it. You might even like 
to donate a meal or two for someone.  
Go to the LCMS website and order on Thursday - https://lcms.org.au/fridayfoodsafari-2/ 
 

We have been asked to provide some relief crews if needed to help deliver food to some people who have lost jobs and 
financial security. We have the volunteers, but have not yet been needed. 
Next Tuesday we will help by collecting for from FoodShare that LCMS will organise and distribute. 
 

At the settlement Network meetings mention has been made of the increase in racist behaviour targeting people who 
look as if they come from overseas. The police ask that any racist behaviour, no matter how slight be reported to them so 
that they can get an idea of what is going on and take action if that is needed. Joel Smith is the dedicated contact for all 
racism related reports. 

 
 
 

Bendigo RAR Conversations Team - Helen  
 

If you, like me are feeling that it is difficult to show your support for people seeking 
asylum during these strange times, then here is something we can all do. 
 
The Asylum Seeker Resource Centre has set up a ‘phone bank’ making it easy to call people on their phone contact list 
using the kind of system used by call centres.  The purpose of the call is firstly to check in with people and then to ask 
them to call Minister Tudge and leave a message to indicate that you want the people seeking asylum to be released into 
the community during this pandemic.  You will have seen the protests relating to the inmates of the Mantra in Melbourne 
and Brisbane and know that their incarceration in close quarters is very dangerous at this time. Members of the medical 
profession have highlighted this to the Government who have not heeded their advice. The plan is that hundreds of 
phone calls to Mr Tudge might pressure him to take some action. 
 

So, if you would like to spend some time calling people, it is easy to do.   
Go to the website https://www.righttrack.org.au/  
 

You will see scrolling across the bottom of the page the opportunity to take part in the Detention Advocacy Phone 
Banking.  You can book into the training which is done via Zoom.  The system is very easy to use.   
 

There is a script to follow and the calling is automatic.  The people you are calling are people who have already supported 
the ASRC and have given their phone numbers.  In my experience they are very sympathetic to the cause and readily 
agree to call Mr Tudge.  With the system you are able to transfer them straight on to the phone number for Mr Tudge.  I 
have found it to be a very satisfying experience as everyone I have spoken to wanted to talk about how despondent they 
feel, how incredulous it is that so many people are expressing their frustration at being ‘locked down’ when so many 
people seeking asylum have been effectively ‘locked down’ with no end in sight.  They have been grateful to have one 
small thing to do. 
 

Until we can get back to some more usual activities, I really urge you to give this a go.   
If you have questions please email me at rarconvers@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

https://lcms.org.au/fridayfoodsafari-2/
https://www.righttrack.org.au/
mailto:rarconvers@gmail.com
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What does the ASRC do?     ASRC = Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
 

 

Tonight I might sleep for the first time in so many nights 

Three weeks ago, when Nabil, his wife Rima and their two children arrived at the ASRC they hadn’t 

eaten for days. After Nabil was stood down from his job because of COVID-19 and with no Government 

safety net, the family’s money quickly ran out. 

“My daughter has Asthma, when I lost my job we can not afford medication and food. I was so scared for 

her, for all of us” 

But today, because of the compassion of our community, the family is at the ASRC picking up bags full 

of groceries and a pharmacy waver (to access their daughter’s asthma medication for free). 

“Tonight I might sleep for the first time in so many nights, thank you”, said Nabil. 

This is the power of every donation and what we can achieve when we stand together for people 

seeking asylum. 

Because of the generosity of our community this month the ASRC has been able to continue our 

ongoing work while providing practical support and casework advice to more than 40 new people, 

every day. 

Below is just a snippet of what the ASRC has been able to provide in the last month thanks to the 

generosity of our community. 

Below is just a snippet of what the ASRC has been able to provide in the last month thanks to the 

generosity of our community.  

*Names and identities have been changed to protect the identity of people seeking asylum 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   

   

https://www.asrc.org.au/2020/04/30/tonight-i-might-sleep-for-the-first-time-in-so-many-nights/
https://www.asrc.org.au/2020/04/30/tonight-i-might-sleep-for-the-first-time-in-so-many-nights/
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Since the start of March,  
The ASRC has given out more than 4,000 of these food packs to people seeking asylum 
 
Demand is skyrocketing. We have seen an 80% increase in the number of people needing food, and this 
number is growing and will continue to grow as people without safety nets continue to lose their income. 
Without your support, we wouldn’t be able to meet demand.  
 
EVERY donation counts. Please help us keep going. Donate directly at https://bit.ly/3dL58Te 

 

 
 

https://bit.ly/3dL58Te?fbclid=IwAR3qVwbO7WwzrjPk6eNhnbtIWqdUTX8ZeM7TqfTCHjAO7CuAMCPG1FmUhuQ
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More News from National RAR 
 

• National RAR Student Video & Poster Competition 2020 - read more here 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• New page on the National RAR website  
This is a good way to highlight some of the great things happening for groups in the RAR Network 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/news-from-rar-groups/ 
It would be good to have a new story every week or so. 

Our first story is about Ballina Region 4 Refugees 

 
Ballina Region for Refugees committee members Stanley Yeo and Lisa Dillon (rear) with Patrick Gillett (front). 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/event/national-rar-student-video-poster-competition-2020/
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/news-from-rar-groups/
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Photo, from left to right:  Sue Finucane, Laurie Mason, Max Costello, Cecily Mason, Gary Johnson, Colleen van der Horst 
 

JUNE 2020 - Congratulations AIREY’S INLET LETTER WRITING GROUP 
 

In 2013-2014 when National RAR was reborn under the guidance of the Central Victorian Refugee Support Network 
(CVRSN), Aireys Inlet RAR (AIRAR) was one of 80-plus rural groups to join the network. 
 

The AIRAR developed 5 special interest groups, one of which was the Letter Writing Team. 
 

Team Members are: Cecily & Laurie Mason, Sue Finucane, Max Costello, Colleen van der Horst and Gary Johnson. 
 

In August 2014 AIRAR’s first letter dealt with the issue of children in detention in Nauru, and they realised that 
letter writing was most effective when a topic is thoroughly researched and referenced. 
 

This developed as a monthly campaign approach, ensuring accuracy and facts behind the letters they write to 
politicians and people of influence.  
 

In 2015 the letter writing group became involved in Julian Burnside’s letter writing campaign to the men in Manus. 
The members who had responses developed relationships with these men, with some still communicating today. 
 

In 2018 postcards were introduced at Aireys Inlet market, proving very popular with the general public.  
 

Because other RAR groups also write letters until recently there has been much duplication of effort.  
RAR groups can now use the well-researched pro-forma letters from AIRAR as a basis for their own letters. 
 

The AIRAR letter writing team consults with the RAR Campaign Team providing “fact checked” letters that are 
distributed across RAR and other groups on “hot topic” issues such as ‘The Cost of Detention’. 
 

National RAR Campaign Committee - Laurie Mason represents AIRAR on the Campaign Committee  
* For more information email: rar.australia@gmail.com 

 

ARAN National Letter-Writing Network - Cecily Mason is a member  

* For more information email: austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com 
 

AIRAR monthly letter - email Cecily Mason - cecilymason007@gmail.com 
 

Unsung Hero of the Month Award - For more information go to the National RAR website 

* https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/unsunghero/ 
  

Need ideas for your letters? Check out these Letter-Writing Pages 
 Australian Refugee Action Network: https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/ 
 Bendigo RAR: https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/letter-writing/ 

mailto:rar.australia@gmail.com
mailto:austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com
javascript:;
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/unsunghero/
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/letter-writing/
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Each month Aireys Inlet RAR provides proforma letters that are accurate, and well researched. 

These are circulated by National RAR to all RAR groups.  
 

AIRAR JUNE LETTER - SUPPORTING ASYLUM SEEKERS IN COVID-19 CRISIS 
 If you haven’t received these proforma letters, and are interested, please email rarbendigo@gmail.com 

All letters are in MSWord format so you can personalise them as you like 
 

 Thanks for the letter ideas below goes to Cecily Mason and the Aireys Inlet RAR Letter Writing Group 
 

AIRAR Letter to … included the following points: 
- Thank Premiers and Chief Ministers for leadership shown to date the National Cabinet and for 

providing a pathway forward following this crisis and to a national consensus on the humane 
treatment of asylum seekers. 

- Finally say we are looking forward to receiving feedback on outcomes that are the best for asylum 
seekers in Australia, and our international reputation as giving everyone a ‘fair go’. 

 Please ensure you do the following – without this the letters are not read: 
- SIGN the letter 
- Include your name and address 
- POST it to your Premier / Chief Minister  

  
ADDRESS your ‘Supporting Asylum Seekers in Covid-19 Crisis’ letters to … 

Premiers 
- NSW: The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP, Premier New South Wales 

GPO Box 5341, SYDNEY NSW 2001 
- Qld:  Hon Annastacia Palaszczuk MP, Premier Queensland 

PO Box 15185, City East Queensland 4002 
- SA:  The Hon Steven Marshall MP, Premier South Australia 

GPO Box 2343, ADELAIDE SA 5001 
- Tas: The Hon Peter Gutwein, Premier Tasmania 

Level 9, 15 Murray Street, HOBART, TAS 7000 
- Vic: The Hon Daniel Andrews, Premier Victoria 

1 Treasury Place, Melbourne Victoria 3002 
- WA: The Hon Mark McGowan, Premier Western Australia 

5th Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth WA 6005 

Chief Ministers 
- ACT The Hon Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister Australia Capital Territory 

GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601 
- NT Northern Territory Chief Minister, The Hon Michael Gunner MLA, Member for Fannie Bay 

GPO Box 3146, DARWIN NT 0801 
 

You may find it more convenient to send an EMAIL - below are the relevant email addresses 
 
Premiers 

- NSW  Gladys Berejiklian  willoughby@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
- Qld  Annastacia Palaszczuk  Inala@parliament.qld.gov.au  / thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au 
- SA  Steven Marshall  dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au / dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au 
- Tas  Peter Gutwein  www.premier.tas.gov.au 
- Vic  Daniel Andrews  daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au 
- WA  Mark McGowan  mark.mcgowan@mp.wa.gov.au  /  wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au 

 

Chief Ministers 
- ACT  Andrew Barr barr@act.gov.au 
- NT  Michael Gunner  electorate.fanniebay@nt.gov.au / chief.minister@nt.gov.au 

 

 Type your letter using the suggested points above 
 COPY & PASTE your letter into an email 
 INSERT the following as the Subject – Supporting Asylum Seekers in COVID-19 Crisis 
 REMEMBER to include your name and address  
 SEND 

 

 
 

 

mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
mailto:willoughby@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Inala@parliament.qld.gov.au
mailto:thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au
mailto:dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au
mailto:dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au
http://www.premier.tas.gov.au/
mailto:daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:mark.mcgowan@mp.wa.gov.au
mailto:wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au
mailto:barr@act.gov.au
mailto:electorate.fanniebay@nt.gov.au
mailto:chief.minister@nt.gov.au
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If you do not have time or a not able to write …  RING your premier or chief minister 

You are only given a couple of minutes when you call, so make sure you cover the important issues 
1. Start with the congrats - this will get them listening to you.  
2. Then hit them with the key things you want to say!  
3. Finish by thanking them for great work the Premier /Chief Minister is doing within the National Cabinet. 

 

The numbers are below - the first is the Electoral Office and the second the Parliamentary Office: 
Premiers 

- NSW  Gladys Berejiklian  (02) 9439 4199 / (02) 8574 5000 
- Qld  Annastacia Palaszczuk  (07) 3737 2100 / (07) 3719 7000 
- SA  Steven Marshall  (08) 8363 9111 / (08) 8429 3232 
- Tas  Peter Gutwein  (03) 6777 1007 / (03) 6165 7650 
- Vic  Daniel Andrews  (03) 9548 5644 (only one listed) 
- WA  Mark McGowan  (08) 9592 7422 / (08) 6552 5000 

Chief Ministers 
- ACT  Andrew Barr (02) 620 50011 (only one listed) 
- NT  Michael Gunner  (08) 8999 6437 / (02) 6271 5111 
-  

We have included other states and territories so you can circulate these ideas WIDELY 
Please ENCOURAGE FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO TAKE ACTION 
 

We need to get these men, women and children out of detention! 
The conditions may be slightly better now, but those held in APODs (e.g. the Mantra hotel is Coburg), have not been 
treated for their illnesses since arriving in Australia. This is an impossible situation for those (most) of them who 
were brought here because of mental problems.  
A sad case illustrating this was the attempted suicide of a young man on Sunday - read more here 

 

How can we get these people out of detention? 
Everyone ‘in the know’ says the person who is capable at the ‘stroke of a pen’ to get these men, women and 
children out of detention is Senator Anne Ruston Minister for Families and Social Services. 
The more people who phone Senator Ruston increases the chances of getting these people out of detention into the 
warm caring arms of our community. 

 

PLEASE RING SENATOR RUSTON NOW - Ph: 02 6227 7560 
 

Amnesty International's Guide to engaging with Politicians -  
https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/305-how-to-engage-with-politicians.pdf 
 

Amnesty International suggests reading Politician's First Speeches as a guide to their concerns and the also the people who 
influence them - https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Members/FirstSpeeches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send a short, hand-written letter to Acting Immigration Minister Alan Tudge, who has 
the power to bring Priya, our beautiful family home to Bilo with a simple stroke of his pen? 
 

Send to:  The Hon Alan Tudge MP 
Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway 
Wantirna South VIC 3152 

 
Angela says: Before you add your full name and address at the bottom of your (polite) note, please take 
a photo of your letter and share it - this way we can share your beautiful letters of support with Priya, 
Nades and the girls. https://www.facebook.com/solidaritywithBiloela/ 
 

In the media: A summary of the month's top stories 

Accurate information about the Coronavirus can be found at: 
ABC:  https://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/coronavirus/ 
 

Coronacast - https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/coronacast/ 
Coronacast is a podcast that helps to answer your questions about coronavirus or COVID19.  
We break down the latest news and research to help you understand how the world is living 
through an epidemic. 
Listen for free on ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts or Google Podcasts. 
 

Australian Government:  https://www.australia.gov.au/ 
This site is regularly updated to give you the latest Coronavirus news,  
updates and advice from government agencies across Australia. 
Check the latest information in your language. 
Access over the phone support and information. 

Federal Government's Coronavirus Australia app: available on the App Store, Google Play and the Government's WhatsApp channel 
 

Department of Health 
The World Health Organization has announced that COVID-19 is a pandemic. Find out how we are monitoring 
and responding to the outbreak, how you can help slow the spread of COVID-19 in Australia, and what to do if 
you have symptoms. We also report the latest official medical advice and case numbers. 

 

 

http://www.refugeeaction.org.au/?p=14184
https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/305-how-to-engage-with-politicians.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Members/FirstSpeeches
https://www.facebook.com/solidaritywithBiloela/
https://asyluminsight.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8076b6557a45ec86ce8f5a170&id=9e8aa56b7f&e=c289c90b1b
https://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/coronavirus/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/coronacast/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D
https://www.australia.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/covid-19/Pages/covid-19-english.aspx?lang=english
https://www.australia.gov.au/phone-contacts
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/coronavirus-australia/id1503846231
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.gov.health.covid19
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=61400253787&text=To%20learn%20more%20about%20COVID-19%20in%20Australia%2c%20press%20the%20send%20button%20%e2%86%92&source=&data=
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert?utm_source=health.gov.au&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=digital_transformation&utm_content=health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
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Coming up next month … 

 

*7 Years Too Long – plans for actions on 19 July 

ARAN is calling for a National Day of Action on 19 July – marking the 7 long 

years of the despair that is Offshore Processing.  

This outrageous policy has seen thousands of people held in a cruel limbo of despair 

and anguish on Nauru and in PNG. While the US Deal has seen around 700 people 

resettled in the US, and hundreds brought to Australia for medical care - many of whom 

remain imprisoned in hotels after 6 months - there are still around 400 people offshore. 

Start planning your actions to say #GameOver –End the Cruelty that is Offshore Processing. 

 

Further detail to follow in next ARAN Update 

Article by Helen Davidson in The Guardian - 21 July 2019 

'Six years and I didn't achieve anything': inside Manus, a tropical 
purgatory 
 
As 200 men enter their seventh year in limbo, Australia’s offshore detention experiment 
is winding down. But the loose ends left behind are devastating. Read more here 

 
Rallies are already being planned …. 

Rally: 7 Years Too Long - Free the Refugees 
Sunday, July 19, 2020 at 2 PM – 4 PM 

State Library of Victoria 

Hosted by Refugee Action Collective (Victoria) https://www.facebook.com/events/685321815591046/ 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/helen-davidson
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/jul/21/six-years-and-i-didnt-achieve-anything-inside-manus-a-tropical-purgatory
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/jul/21/six-years-and-i-didnt-achieve-anything-inside-manus-a-tropical-purgatory
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/jul/21/six-years-and-i-didnt-achieve-anything-inside-manus-a-tropical-purgatory
https://www.facebook.com/racvic/?eid=ARBcCkuSBlWCaJ_M5mrvD-ig7EjEhfDrSad8zmvsV9XExB9xCWWiKToFOhnUrZ-oeiwAzzR1R74AV_kz
https://www.facebook.com/events/685321815591046/

