
Page 1 

 

 
 

President's Message  
 
Last month I wrote about the impact of COVID-19 on the community generally and on refugees in particular.   
 

There has been progress on the matters I mentioned there.  I hope everyone has taken the opportunity to try 
some of the delicious lunches on offer every Friday from the Old School on the Hill.  I’ve had three now and 
each has been fantastic. Just go to the Friday Food Safari page on the LCMS website or LCMS Facebook page; 
ring Jason, or email info@lcms.org.au   (The LCMS Food Safari flyer on page 6 in this newsletter.) 
 

The LCMS initiatives are powering on and the Settlement Network is meeting fortnightly by Microsoft Teams 
all through the crisis to explore practical ways we can work together to help.   
 

The initial meeting looked at the needs of temporary and bridging visa holders receiving no government 
support.  There is concern that not all of these are visible and reaching out for assistance.  Let’s make sure 
we are linking any we know with services.  The meeting linked a number of organisations to work together.   
 

A key matter raised was COVID-19 related racism.  The VICPOL representative, Della Nihill, said that they had 
received no reports of this while others reported instances with clients and staff.  Della stressed that police 
take such matters seriously and all instances should be reported to them.   
 

It remains distressing that we still have a family stranded on Christmas Island, people in offshore detention 
and people who came from offshore detention for health support, now locked unsafely and unhealthily in 
motels.  We need to make sure this is not forgotten while all the media attention is on COVID-19 
 

I have been engaged in a number of other Zoom meetings in recent weeks.  In particular, an organisation 
called the Global Refugee Sponsorship Initiative (GRSI) convened a Zoom meeting of people from Australia, 
Canada, USA, Argentina, UK, Italy and NZ.   
 

It was inspiring to hear positive stories of how communities have been engaged to get behind the move to 
bring refugees from danger.  The Australian based Community Refugee Sponsorship Initiative is trying to 
progress a similar arrangement here.  The Federal Government commissioned Peter Shergold to conduct a 
review of refugee arrangements and his report, Investing in Refugees: Investing in Australia pointed to the 
need for greater support for refugees and asylum seekers.  The Government’s Response to the report is 
available, but I’ve heard little now that COVID-19 has taken everyone’s attention.   
 

I am keen to keep our attention on this and to encourage council and other organisations to support the 
concept as we come out of the crisis.   
 

Please keep in touch through our Facebook page, website or through email.   
 

If you have any questions or ideas you can always reach me by email to rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 

In the meantime, keep reaching out to your friends, family and 
networks to get them behind FridayFoodSafari. 

 

And remember, the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) is 
doing it tough in its efforts to support struggling families. Going to 
their website and offering a donation would be welcomed. 
https://www.asrc.org.au/ 

 

Stay safe.  
 

John Murphy 
 

 

 

       
 

 

https://lcms.org.au/fridayfoodsafari-2/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lcmsbendigo/posts/?ref=page_internal
mailto:info@lcms.org.au
http://refugeesponsorship.org/
http://www.ausrefugeesponsorship.com.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/review-integration-employment-settlement-outcomes-refugees-humanitarian-entrants.pdf
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/review-integration-employment-settlement-outcomes-refugees-humanitarian-entrants-government-response.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/
https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.asrc.org.au/
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So many things have been put on hold until this COVID-19 Crisis passes. 

But not Bendigo Rural Australians for Refugees … 
 

The Bendigo RAR executive is meeting regularly on Zoom. 
 

Bendigo RAR Events Team - Chris 
Due to Covid-19 the Events Team has cancelled or postponed all planned events however, with Refugee Week  
coming up next month we are moving this important celebration of refugees online: 14 - 21 June 2020 
 

We are looking forward to inviting our RAR members and supporters to engage in some wonderful online events  
and opportunities to develop a greater understanding of the issues relating to refugees and people seeking asylum. 

 
“Thus, on this World Refugee Day, let us take time to recognize and draw inspiration from these ordinary 

people who have shown such extraordinary courage - the world’s millions of refugees and displaced.” 
- Antonio Guterres 

 

Bendigo RAR Welcoming Team - Gill 
While the Covid-19 lockdown continues our main hospitality activities - Home Among the Gum Trees and Bendigo Safe 
Haven Visits - are still not happening. 

 

However, we have been able to initiate some help during the last month in response to requests. 
 

Through seeking help from the RAR mailing list we found a volunteer who offered accommodation to a young Indian 
woman and we received several offers of superseded computers for a young couple who needed one.  

 

Thank you very much to those who put their hands up! 
 

Bendigo RAR Conversations Team - Helen  
I’m pretty sure that, like me, you have been wondering about the large number of comments, complaints, outrage, 
whinging, etc. which you will have read or heard on TV and radio because people have been asked to stay home for 
the past eight weeks.   

 

This has made me wonder why so many people are not sympathetic to the situation of the people seeking asylum who 
have been ‘locked down’ in various locations here and still on Nauru and in PNG.  After all we know it will end for us 
and life will resume pretty much as it was before.  For them there is no foreseeable future. 

 

If you would like to become part of the team who want to help change the views of fellow Australians to become more 
understanding and sympathetic to the plight of people seeking asylum you are welcome to join the local RAR 
Conversation Team. 

 

Before the ‘lockdown’ we were planning to run a workshop to develop skills in managing conversations which do 
change views.   

 

As soon as possible we will continue with this plan so put this on your ‘What To Do When This Is Over’ list.   
 

Email rarconvers@gmail.com to register your interest or to find more information. 
 

 
   

 
In the media: A summary of the month's top stories 

rarconvers@gmail.com
https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/news/5-questions-about-covid-19-and-people-temporary-protection
https://asyluminsight.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8076b6557a45ec86ce8f5a170&id=9e8aa56b7f&e=c289c90b1b
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In the papers 
 

 

 

  

 

Even in lockdown, 
you can continue to protest 
unjust government policies 

 

 

… send a letter to the editor … 
 

Bendigo Advertiser:  
• https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/6102625/se

nd-a-letter-to-the-editor/?cs=10207 
 

• The Australian: letters@theaustralian.com.au 
 

• The Age: letters@theage.com.au 

•  
 

Protesters demanding release of 

Medevac asylum seekers barricade 

themselves inside Melbourne hotel 

 

A group of protesters climbed to the roof of 
a Melbourne hotel to demand the release of 
asylum seekers held in the property on Tuesday. 
Read more here  
---------------- 

Update on Behrouz Boochani: 
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has 
slammed an "offensive" suggestion Behrouz 
Boochani benefited from a politicised process to 
enter the country, where he is reportedly 
bidding for asylum. Read more here 

And an article from Behrouz Boochani here  

 

 

 

Need ideas for your letters? Check out these Letter-Writing Pages 
 Australian Refugee Action Network: https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/ 
 Bendigo RAR: https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/letter-writing/ 

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/6102625/send-a-letter-to-the-editor/?cs=10207
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/6102625/send-a-letter-to-the-editor/?cs=10207
mailto:letters@theaustralian.com.au
mailto:letters@theage.com.au
https://bit.ly/2Wwe2hd
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/jacinda-ardern-slams-offensive-claim-that-behrouz-boochani-was-given-special-treatment
https://www.theage.com.au/national/as-i-learn-to-live-in-freedom-australia-is-still-tormenting-refugees-20200513-p54smg.html
https://aran.net.au/resources/letter-writing/
https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/letter-writing/
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RAR has established a monthly Award 
The inaugural award went to Angela Fredericks  
Angela is well-known for her tirelessly work on the ‘Back to Bilo’ campaign  
 

We all hope to see Priya, Nades  
and their two little girls, Kopita and Tharunicaa, 
safely returned to their home in Biloela. 
 

For more about the “Unsung Hero of the Month” 
Click here: https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/unsunghero/ 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Since this photo was taken,  

another 45,000 people have signed the “Back to Bilo” petition 
 

 Please send a short, hand-written letter to Acting Immigration Minister Alan Tudge, who has 
the power to bring Priya, our beautiful family home to Bilo with a simple stroke of his pen? 
 

Send to:  The Hon Alan Tudge MP 
Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway 
Wantirna South VIC 3152 

 
Angela says: Before you add your full name and address at the bottom of your (polite) note, please take 
a photo of your letter and share it - this way we can share your beautiful letters of support with Priya, 
Nades and the girls. https://www.facebook.com/solidaritywithBiloela/ 
 

https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/unsunghero/
https://www.facebook.com/solidaritywithBiloela/
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Media release: Refugee Council of Australia 

Legislation an attempt to hide Government failure to act on COVID risks in immigration detention 
 

The Federal Government’s announcement about legislation to extend search powers in immigration detention is a 
shameless attempt to distract attention from its failure to address the acute health risk to hundreds of people 
being needlessly detained, the Refugee Council of Australia (RCOA) says. 
 

The Federal Government has responded to weeks’ of public concern about its failure to act on expert health advice about 
overcrowding in immigration detention with a classic political tactic of distraction and dog-whistling. Read more here … 
 

Campigns: 
• RAR has launched its “Dig Deep During COVID-19” Donations Campaign 

 

Message from RAR President, Louise Redmond: 
 

I know many of you are already running fund-raising campaigns, even with great limitations imposed by 
social / physical distancing requirements.  This campaign is an email / social media led campaign, to try 
and encourage our thousands of RAR supporters to make a regular donation, however small, over the next 
six months, to help the hard-working groups and services meet the huge needs they face now. 
 

We have developed a Tool-Kit for this Campaign - Nothing fancy.  Just some materials you could use, if you 
want to.  It's entirely up to you.  We hope it will sit alongside your current fund-raising efforts.  We 
welcome your suggestions to add to this campaign, to keep it lively and energetic, through the six-month 
period. 
 

Please be aware that RAR National is not collecting any money.   
We encourage donors to choose where their money goes.   
We make some suggestions in the Tool-Kit. 
 

Thank you for the fantastic work you are doing during this time.   
I read the newsletters that come through the rar.australia@gmail.com email and it is so impressive to see 
the range of work groups are doing, even with the restrictions we face. 
 

Warm regards, Louise 
 

• ARAN: 4-week Social Media campaign leading up to Refugee Week – keep an eye open for news soon. 

• Refugee Week - https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/ 

• National RAR Student Video & Poster Competition 2020 - read more here 

 Airey’s Inlet RAR is sponsoring a refugee to Canada. $20,000 needed. $16,500 so far. Fund raising continues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accurate information about the Coronavirus can be found at: 

ABC:  https://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/coronavirus/ 
 

Coronacast - https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/coronacast/ 
Coronacast is a podcast that helps to answer your questions about coronavirus or COVID19. We break down the 
latest news and research to help you understand how the world is living through an epidemic. 
Listen for free on ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts or Google Podcasts. 

 
Australian Government:  https://www.australia.gov.au/ 
 

This site is regularly updated to give you the latest Coronavirus news,  
updates and advice from government agencies across Australia. 
Check the latest information in your language. 
Access over the phone support and information. 
Federal Government's Coronavirus Australia app: available on the App Store, Google Play and the 
Government's WhatsApp channel 

 
Department of Health 

The World Health Organization has announced that COVID-19 is a pandemic. Find out how we are monitoring 
and responding to the outbreak, how you can help slow the spread of COVID-19 in Australia, and what to do if 
you have symptoms. We also report the latest official medical advice and case numbers. 

 
 

https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/media-release-legislation-an-attempt-to-hide-government-failure-to-act-on-covid-risks-in-immigration-detention/
mailto:rar.australia@gmail.com
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/event/national-rar-student-video-poster-competition-2020/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/coronavirus/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/coronacast/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D
https://www.australia.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/covid-19/Pages/covid-19-english.aspx?lang=english
https://www.australia.gov.au/phone-contacts
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/coronavirus-australia/id1503846231
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.gov.health.covid19
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=61400253787&text=To%20learn%20more%20about%20COVID-19%20in%20Australia%2c%20press%20the%20send%20button%20%e2%86%92&source=&data=
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=61400253787&text=To%20learn%20more%20about%20COVID-19%20in%20Australia%2c%20press%20the%20send%20button%20%e2%86%92&source=&data=
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert?utm_source=health.gov.au&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=digital_transformation&utm_content=health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
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We need to get these men, women and children out of detention! 
The conditions may be slightly better now, but those held in APODs (e.g. the Mantra hotel is Coburg), 
have not been treated for their illnesses since arriving in Australia. This is an impossible situation for those 
(most) of them who were brought here because of mental problems.  
 

A sad case illustrating this was the attempted suicide of a young man on Sunday - read more here 
 
How can we get these people out of detention? 

Everyone ‘in the know’ says the person who is capable at the ‘stroke of a pen’ to get these men, women 
and children out of detention is Senator Anne Ruston Minister for Families and Social Services. 
The more people who phone Senator Ruston increases the chances of getting these people out of 
detention into the warm caring arms of our community. 

 
PLEASE RING SENATOR RUSTON NOW 
Ph: 02 6227 7560 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Each month Aireys Inlet RAR provides proforma letters that are accurate, and well researched. 

These are circulated by National RAR to all RAR groups.  
 

AIRAR MAY LETTER - SUPPORTING ASYLUM SEEKERS IN COVID-19 CRISIS 
 Letters this month were designed for all State Premiers and Chief Ministers thanking those who 

are supporting asylum seeker women, men and children who are living in our community in this 
COVID-19 crisis without Federal Government Support, and asking those States and Territories who 
are not doing this, to provide support. 
 

 If you haven’t received these proforma letters, and are interested, please email rarbendigo@gmail.com 
All letters are in MSWord format so you can personalise them as you like 

 

 Thanks for the letter ideas below goes to Cecily Mason and the Aireys Inlet RAR Letter Writing Group 
 

AIRAR Letter to the State Premiers and Chief Ministers included the following points: 
- Congratulations on all they have achieved in the National Cabinet to minimise the risk of COVID-19 

- Describing the trauma many are suffering across all sectors in the community. Most vulnerable of 
these are asylum seekers. It is unfair that States and Territories are having to provide this, in 
absence of Federal Support. 

- National Cabinet has demonstrated that it can achieve great things with its spirit of bipartisanship 
and mutual respect. The PM said ‘all options are on the table’. 

- Obvious source of funding is the hundreds of millions being spent annually on immigration 
detention within Australia, accessible if those detained were released. The added benefit is 
reducing the risks of COVID-19 to asylum seekers. 

- Our letter at this point varies for those Premiers and Chief Minster who have provided significant 
asylum seeker support in COVID-19 and those that have not. In one letter those who are supportive 
in COVID-19 crisis are requested to ask the others to provide similar support. In the second letter 
we ask those who are not providing support to asylum seekers in the COVID-19 crisis to join the 
other States and Territory in doing so. 

- Thank Premiers and Chief Ministers for leadership shown to date the National Cabinet and for 
providing a pathway forward following this crisis and to a national consensus on the humane 
treatment of asylum seekers. 

- Finally say we are looking forward to receiving feedback on outcomes that are the best for asylum 
seekers in Australia, and our international reputation as giving everyone a ‘fair go’. 

 Please ensure you do the following – without this the letters are not read: 
- SIGN the letter 
- Include your name and address 
- POST it to your Premier / Chief Minister  

 

 

http://www.refugeeaction.org.au/?p=14184
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
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ADDRESS your ‘Supporting Asylum Seekers in Covid-19 Crisis’ letters to … 

Premiers 
- NSW: The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP, Premier New South Wales 

GPO Box 5341, SYDNEY NSW 2001 
- Qld:  Hon Annastacia Palaszczuk MP, Premier Queensland 

PO Box 15185, City East Queensland 4002 
- SA:  The Hon Steven Marshall MP, Premier South Australia 

GPO Box 2343, ADELAIDE SA 5001 
- Tas: The Hon Peter Gutwein, Premier Tasmania 

Level 9, 15 Murray Street, HOBART, TAS 7000 
- Vic: The Hon Daniel Andrews, Premier Victoria 

1 Treasury Place, Melbourne Victoria 3002 
- WA: The Hon Mark McGowan, Premier Western Australia 

5th Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth WA 6005 

Chief Ministers 
- ACT The Hon Andrew Barr MLA, Chief Minister Australia Capital Territory 

GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601 
- NT Northern Territory Chief Minister, The Hon Michael Gunner MLA, Member for Fannie Bay 

GPO Box 3146, DARWIN NT 0801 
 

You may find it more convenient to send an EMAIL - below are the relevant email addresses 
Premiers 

- NSW  Gladys Berejiklian  willoughby@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
- Qld  Annastacia Palaszczuk  Inala@parliament.qld.gov.au  / thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au 
- SA  Steven Marshall  dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au / dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au 
- Tas  Peter Gutwein  www.premier.tas.gov.au 
- Vic  Daniel Andrews  daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au 
- WA  Mark McGowan  mark.mcgowan@mp.wa.gov.au  /  wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au 

 

Chief Ministers 
- ACT  Andrew Barr barr@act.gov.au 
- NT  Michael Gunner  electorate.fanniebay@nt.gov.au / chief.minister@nt.gov.au 

 

 Type your letter using the suggested points above 
 COPY & PASTE your letter into an email 
 INSERT the following as the Subject – Supporting Asylum Seekers in COVID-19 Crisis 
 REMEMBER to include your name and address  
 SEND 

 

If you do not have time or a not able to write …  RING your premier or chief minister 

You are only given a couple of minutes when you call, so make sure you cover the important issues 
1. Start with the congrats - this will get them listening to you.  
2. Then hit them with the key things you want to say!  
3. Finish by thanking them for great work the Premier /Chief Minister is doing within the National Cabinet. 

 

The numbers are below - the first is the Electoral Office and the second the Parliamentary Office: 
Premiers 

- NSW  Gladys Berejiklian  (02) 9439 4199 / (02) 8574 5000 
- Qld  Annastacia Palaszczuk  (07) 3737 2100 / (07) 3719 7000 
- SA  Steven Marshall  (08) 8363 9111 / (08) 8429 3232 
- Tas  Peter Gutwein  (03) 6777 1007 / (03) 6165 7650 
- Vic  Daniel Andrews  (03) 9548 5644 (only one listed) 
- WA  Mark McGowan  (08) 9592 7422 / (08) 6552 5000 

Chief Ministers 
- ACT  Andrew Barr (02) 620 50011 (only one listed) 
- NT  Michael Gunner  (08) 8999 6437 / (02) 6271 5111 
-  

We have included other states and territories so you can circulate these ideas WIDELY 
Please ENCOURAGE FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO TAKE ACTION 
 
 

Amnesty International's Guide to engaging with Politicians -  
https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/305-how-to-engage-with-politicians.pdf 
 

Amnesty International suggests reading Politician's First Speeches as a guide to their concerns and the also the people who 
influence them - https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Members/FirstSpeeches 

 

 

mailto:willoughby@parliament.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Inala@parliament.qld.gov.au
mailto:thepremier@premiers.qld.gov.au
mailto:dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au
mailto:dunstan@parliament.sa.gov.au
http://www.premier.tas.gov.au/
mailto:daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:mark.mcgowan@mp.wa.gov.au
mailto:wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au
mailto:barr@act.gov.au
mailto:electorate.fanniebay@nt.gov.au
mailto:chief.minister@nt.gov.au
https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/305-how-to-engage-with-politicians.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Members/FirstSpeeches

