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President's Message on COVID-19 Impacts 
 
COVID-19 is impacting all of us in Bendigo, especially those who have lost work and income.   
It is even harder for those who can't then seek support from the new JobKeeper or JobSeeker arrangements.   
This includes refugees, asylum seekers and international students on temporary visas.   
 
On behalf of RAR Bendigo I have reached out to Loddon Campaspe Multicultural Services (LCMS), Bendigo 
Community Health Services (BCHS) and the City of Greater Bendigo (COGB).  All of us will work within the 
Settlement Services Network to identify the need for support and best ways to address it.   
 
As we identify this, I will keep the RAR Bendigo family informed so that we can show our support, both morally  
and practically.   
 
LCMS are working on three initiatives to support families now locked away at home.   
 
These are:   
 

• Home learning packs for mums and bubs to do together that support English learning at home  
and the option of a weekly face to face catch up with our English Trainer.   

• Food share parcels for vulnerable households, an opportunity also to do welfare checks.   

• A virtual community meal on Fridays collected from the Old Church on the Hill between  
10-2pm, prepared by our Food Safari chef and a ‘pay what you can afford’ model. 

 
We will keep in touch with LCMS on all of these to see what support we can offer.   
One immediate thing we can do from next Friday is to join in on the virtual community meal.   
 
LCMS advise that they have some home delivery capacity here for those unable to access the collection point.  
They have capacity to provide 100 meals worth approximately $10 -$12 each.  
 
They will share the recipe on line and the idea is that people upload photos at home eating the meal. This will give 
people a sense of connection and community as well as nutritious food.  
 
They hope to continue this following COVID -19 as a multicultural community lunch for the  
whole community.   
 
The flyer on Page 2 explains how it works.  I commend it to everyone.   
 
I will share other initiatives and ways we can help as they come to hand.  In the meantime, perhaps we can reach 
out to our networks and share these.  For those with the capacity, the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) is 
doing it tough in its efforts to support struggling families.  Going to their website and offering a donation would be 
welcomed.   
 
Stay safe.   
John Murphy 
 

 

 

 

       
 

https://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/news/5-questions-about-covid-19-and-people-temporary-protection
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Message from the Refugee Council of Australia: 
 
We all want to minimise the potentially devastating impacts of COVID-19  
 
We need to ensure people seeking asylum and refugees aren’t left behind in the measures the 
government is taking to reduce the risks associated with COVID-19. 
 
And the best way to achieving that is for the refugee sector to work collaboratively. 
 
So, this month, when you phone, email, or writing to the government or the newspapers, when you talk to 
friends and family, when you post on social media, we hope you will concentrate on these two issues: 
 

1. Moving people urgently out of crowded immigration detention facilities 
 

2. Ensuring a financial safety net and Medicare access for everyone in Australia  
 

• This is about public health for all of us. 
 

• We are all in this together. We need to support each other.  
Everyone living in Australia should have the support they need to be healthy and safe. 

 

• We all benefit when people have access to the medical, financial and social support they need  
 

• And for the moment … it is probably best to avoid saying 
 

- that this as a human rights issue … This in this time COVID-19 it is about all people in 
Australia getting appropriate support. 

 

- anything about moving people out of onshore immigration detention. 
NB RCOA and others are currently this work on this issue with the government  

 
Talking Points … 
 

• COVID-19 does not discriminate, and neither should we. 
 

• In times of crisis, we must come together. We are living in extraordinary times and cannot 
leave anyone behind as we navigate the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

• We call on the government to ensure people seeking asylum and refugees, in detention or in 
the community, have the support they need to get through this.   
 

• This is not just better for them, but for everyone.  
 

• As Australia and the world suffers the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is clearer than 
ever before that the welfare of all of us is directly connected to how we treat the most 
vulnerable. If anyone is left destitute, with no access to affordable medical help or unable to 
minimise the risk of catching the virus, all of us are at greater risk. 
 

• Many people seeking asylum and refugees in Australia live in vulnerable conditions and, like 
the wider population, some have ongoing health issues. As such, they are at risk of contracting 
the virus. Like all vulnerable people living in Australia, they too need to be protected so that 
they are able to survive the health and economic impacts of COVID-19. 

 
Hashtags to use 

#SupportForAll 
Always use: 

#COVID19au  
 
  

 

 

Sign RCOA’s petition: 
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/email_covid_19 
 

For more information: 
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/covid-19-update-
for-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum/ 
 

https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/email_covid_19
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/covid-19-update-for-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum/
https://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/covid-19-update-for-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum/
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Related news: 
 
On Good Friday, police shut down a Melbourne action in which the participants formed a Cavalcade of Cars 
bearing signs to draw attention to the plight of about 60 refugees in the Mantra Hotel, Preston.  
 

The motorcade was a demonstration to support the refugees who fear that they are at grave risk of contracting 
Covid19 because the crowded conditions in which they are confined that make social distancing and Covid19 
hygiene impossible. Bendigo RAR did not actually participate, but we did endorse this action. 
 

Chris Breen, spokesperson for the Refugee Action Collective Victoria was arrested, his mobile phone, his computer 
and that of his 15-year-old son were confiscated, and the participants in the motorcade were each fined $1600.   
 

This situation has created a great deal of discussion and dismay within the refugee support sector in Victoria. 
 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/melbourne-refugee-protesters-fined-43-000-for-breaching-coronavirus-rules 
For those with Facebook accounts: https://www.facebook.com/7NEWSMelbourne/videos/654856478423169/?vh=e&d=n 
 

 
 

If you feel you would like to follow-up in any way on the outcome of this action 
 

Email and or call: 
 

1. Premier, Daniel Andrews   (03) 9548 5644 daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au 
2. Attorney General, Jill Hennessy  (03) 8684 1111  Attorney-General@justice.vic.gov.au 
3. Minister for Police, Lisa Neville (03) 5250 1987 lisa.neville@parliament.vic.gov.au 
4. Minister for Health, Jenny Mikakos (03) 9462 3966  jenny.mikakos@parliament.vic.gov.au 

  

Send a letter the papers: 
o The Age   letters@theage.com.au 
o Herald Sun   https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/opinion/letter-to-the-editor 

 
• Sign RAC Vic’s Petition: Car Protests are Safe, Detention Centres are Not 

Read the statement on the RAC Vic website  

Make a donation to RAC re payment of fines.  https://chuffed.org/project/support-safe-action-to-protect-refugees-from-covid-19 
For more information, email RAC Victoria: refugeeactioncollective@gmail.com 

 

Sample letter is on the next page 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/melbourne-refugee-protesters-fined-43-000-for-breaching-coronavirus-rules
https://www.facebook.com/7NEWSMelbourne/videos/654856478423169/?vh=e&d=n
mailto:daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:Attorney-General@justice.vic.gov.au
mailto:lisa.neville@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:jenny.mikakos@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:letters@theage.com.au
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/opinion/letter-to-the-editor
https://www.megaphone.org.au/petitions/cavalcade-protest-is-safe-detention-centres-are-not-free-the-refugees?just_launched=true
https://rac-vic.org/2020/04/14/dont-let-corona-virus-stamp-out-the-right-to-protest-free-the-refugees/
https://chuffed.org/project/support-safe-action-to-protect-refugees-from-covid-19
mailto:refugeeactioncollective@gmail.com
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Sample Letter (or email) to  
Victorian Premier, Attorney General, Police Minister, Chief Commissioner of Police 

 
Refugee advocates across Australia are extremely concerned about the safety of refugees and asylum 
seekers held in immigration detention. Amongst these are approximately 60 men with compromised health 
who were brought to Melbourne for medical treatment (that has largely been withheld). 
 
These men have been imprisoned at the Mantra Hotel in Preston for over 6 months, despite many calls for 
their release. 
 
Recently, Dr David Isaacs, Clinical Professor of Paediatric Infectious Diseases at Sydney University wrote to 
the Minister for Home Affairs warning that conditions in which the refugees and asylum seekers are held, 
constitute a grave threat, not only to their own safety and the safety of their guards, but also to the health 
of the community. The letter was signed by 1183 medical professionals. 
 
To date no action has been taken to reduce the risk to these men or to the community from their continued 
imprisonment in dangerous conditions. 
 
 
On Friday 10 April, 2020, members of the Refugee Action Collective undertook a protest in cars outside the 
Mantra Hotel to draw attention to this danger. An organiser of the protest was arrested and punitive fines 
were imposed on the participants. Although other sections of the refugee support movement declined to 
participate in the protest because of the current Covid19 restrictions, there is a widespread feeling that the 
arrest of an organiser and imposition of severe fines on those who did participate is disproportionate, and 
unwarranted.  
 
It should be noted that: 
 
• Social distancing was observed and there was no risk to public health from the car cavalcade. If the 

police believed that the cavalcade endangered public safety, the ‘move on’ power could have been 
invoked. 
 

• It is bad policy to disallow all safe protesting, especially on an issue which presents a significant public 
health risk that is not being remedied. The need for Covid19 restrictions may be lengthy, and there 
ought to be some provision for essential civil liberties such as the right to protest safely. This is of 
much greater importance than allowing people to get haircuts.  Failure to uphold the right to safely 
protest runs the risk of undermining our democracy, and eroding the level of confidence in both 
political decision-making and policing during the pandemic. 
 

• Lastly, the altruistic motivation of the participants in the event should not be equated with the more 
self-serving motivation of others who have disobeyed Covid19 social distancing restrictions - some of 
whom have subsequently had their fines waived.  

 
I urge you to waive the fines on the participants in the car protest and to release without charge the 
organiser of the protest who was arrested. 
 
I call on you to insist on the release of the people in Immigration Detention to the relative safety of the 
community. Continuing their detention places both the detainees and guards at high risk of infection, and 
poses a threat the health of the men and to the general public. This is a matter that ought to concern every 
Victorian. 

 
Your name  
Address 

  

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/australian-doctors-call-for-refugees-to-be-released-amid-coronavirus-fears
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The ASRC is facing tremendous pressure at present and is handing out pre-packed 
bags of basics to people in need. Please consider donating. 

Bendigo RAR understands how much people want to help  
Our advice is to only donate through known and reputable organisations. 

Contact rarbendigo@gmail.com if you need further information. 

 
COVID-19  Bendigo Refugee Resource Hub:  

Information in Karen, Dari and Dinka 
For further Information email: bchscomms@bchs.com.au 

 

 

Without income or access to 

safety nets like Centrelink or 

Medicare, this pandemic is 

exposing people seeking asylum 

even further to illness, 

destitution and the very worst of 

a system that has all but forgotten 

they exist. 
 

Your donation to our 

EMERGENCY CASH APPEAL 

will fund the ASRC’s critical 

frontline humanitarian services, 

providing emergency food, 

shelter and healthcare to people 

seeking asylum during and after 

the COVID-19 crisis. 

Donate today to help give the 

women, children and men who rely 

on the ASRC, a fighting chance at 

safety, security and survival in the 

long months ahead. 
 

You are their lifeline. 
 

https://www.asrc.org.au/donate/ 

 

mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.bchs.com.au/blog/613-coronavirus-bendigo-refugee-resource-information-in-karen
https://www.bchs.com.au/blog/613-coronavirus-bendigo-refugee-resource-information-in-karen
mailto:bchscomms@bchs.com.au
https://www.asrc.org.au/donate/
https://www.asrc.org.au/donate/
https://www.asrc.org.au/donate/
https://www.asrc.org.au/donate/
https://www.bchs.com.au/blog/613-coronavirus-bendigo-refugee-resource-information-in-karen
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So many things have been put on hold until this COVID-19 Crisis passes. 
 

Bendigo RAR Events Team 
Our annual Business Awards, all our planned events, have had to be cancelled or postponed. We are currently 
exploring other ways of presenting events. 

 

Bendigo RAR Welcoming Team Report  
Bendigo RAR's initiatives to welcome new refugee people and families in Bendigo, such as Home Among the 
Gumtrees and Safe Haven Visits, have been affected by COVID-19 constraints and are largely curtailed for the time 
being.  We are working to be ready when things get back to normal.   

 

In the meantime, the Team is engaging with service and volunteer organisations around Australia to encourage the 
Federal Government to provide a more supportive Community Refugee Sponsorship Scheme.    
 

Peter Shergold Report: Investing in Refugees, Investing in Australia: Feb 2019   
Government Response: Australian Government’s Response to Recommendations in Shergold Report: Nov 2019 

 

The Welcoming Team is looking for new members so please give this some thought.   
Making Bendigo even more welcoming to refugees is our priority.   

 

Bendigo RAR Conversations Team 
Conversations Team initiatives have also taken a hit from COVID-19 constraints.  The Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre communication team cancelled the training scheduled for March.  They have delivered some online training 
but there is little opportunity for BreakThrough or RightTrack conversations as we must all stay at home.  

 

The idea of these conversation initiatives is to give participants the skills and methods to hold small group or one-
on-one chats that have a proven track record in making positive changes in people’s perceptions of refugees.   
The Team is keeping in touch to be ready to start training and conversations when it can.  https://www.righttrack.org.au/ 

 

Bendigo RAR Advocacy Team 
Our Marketplace Stall, our monthly rally at the fountain, all our planned outdoor rallies, vigils, and events have 
been cancelled for the duration of the COVID-19 Crisis. 

 

But we are finding new ways to advocate for people seeking asylum in our community. Palm Sunday 2020 became 
an entirely online campaign, with virtual events held in Melbourne, Perth, Newcastle, and more. 

 

Soon we will let you how to be involved in planning for Refugee Week  
Refugee Week 2020 will begin on Sunday, 14 June, and conclude on World Refugee Day on Saturday, 20 June. 
 

   
 

This is a particularly uncertain and frightening time for displaced people, refugees, and people seeking asylum. 
 

o The Danger of COVID-19 for Refugees  
o Covid-19 spreading quickly through refugee camps, warn Calais aid groups  
o UN Refugee Agency steps up COVID-19 preparedness, prevention and response measures  
o What will happen if coronavirus enters a refugee camp?  
o Greece quarantines camp as 20 refugees test positive for COVID-19  
o Joint Letter Re: Restrictions on Communication, Fencing, and COVID-19 in Cox’s Bazar District Rohingya Refugee 

Camps - Letter to urge the lifting of mobile internet restrictions and halt the construction of barbed wire fencing 
around the Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar District 

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/review-integration-employment-settlement-outcomes-refugees-humanitarian-entrants.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2019-11/apo-nid268836_2.pdf
https://www.righttrack.org.au/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/the-danger-of-covid-19-for-refugees
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/09/covid-19-spreading-quickly-though-refugee-camps-warn-calais-aid-groups
https://www.unrefugees.org.au/about-us/news/covid-19-response/
https://www.unicef.org.au/blog/unicef-in-action/april-2020/coronavirus-refugees
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/woman-greece-refugee-test-positive-coronavirus-200401111738369.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/joint-letter-re-restrictions-communication-fencing-and-covid-19-coxs-bazar-district
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/joint-letter-re-restrictions-communication-fencing-and-covid-19-coxs-bazar-district
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Background to the Mantra Protest in Melbourne 
See also Statement from Chris Breen (RAC Vic) on Page 10 
 
1. Risk of COVID-19 at Mantra Hotel  

 

Doctors warn of Covid-19 risk for refugees at Melbourne Hotel: The Age 
 

Doctors want refugees out of hotels because of Covid-19 risk: Radio NZ 
 

Doctors call for refugees to be released amid coronavirus fears: SBS News 
 

Yet in the UK … 
 

Home Office releases 300 from detention centres: The Guardian UK  

 
2. Refugee Moz at Mantra speaks to Australians  

 
3. United Nations Calls for Release of Detained Refugees 

 
4. Covid19 precautions ignored at Villawood (Melbourne)  

and Kangaroo Point (Brisbane)  
 

For a detainee inside an Australian Immigration Detention Centre 
Covid-19 is terrifying: SBS News 
 

Refugees and asylum seekers flag fears over possible  
coronavirus hotspot in Brisbane: SBS News 
 

Virus dangers in detention centres - short video  

 
5. Home Affairs Rejects Call to Release Refugees  

 
6. Covid-19 Leads to Ban on Visits to Detention Centres 
 
 
We ask you to urgently email: 
 

• Federal Minister for Health  Minister.Hunt@health.gov.au  (02) 6277 7220 
 

• Lisa Chesters, MP for Bendigo lisa.chester.mp@aph.gov.au (03) 5443 9055 

 
Suggested key points for emails, letters, or phone calls: 

 

• Call on the Victoria Government to insist that the refugees and asylum seekers detained at the Mantra 
Hotel and those at MITA be released to the safety of the community. 

 

• The 70 men held in the Mantra Hotel (most for over 6 months) are at high risk of infection given shared 
rooms, shared bathrooms and dining arrangements and lack of personal protective equipment and 
isolation strategies which are available to people in their own homes. 

 

• The protest did not pose a public health risk, as people remained in their vehicles and observed social 
distancing 

 

• Public health measures must not curtail the freedom to safely protest - guarding our democracy must 
also be a high priority. 

 

• That the arrest of one of the organisers, and the confiscation of computers is a significant over reaction 
to the protest action which posed no public health risk. 

 

• Request that the charges be dropped and a lenient approach be taken to the issuing of fines.  
 
 

 
 

Mantra Motel, Preston (Melbourne) 
 

 

https://www.theage.com.au/national/doctors-warn-of-deadly-coronavirus-risks-for-refugees-guests-at-melbourne-hotel-20200401-p54g1t.html
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/413433/doctors-want-refugees-out-of-hotels-because-of-covid-19-risk
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/australian-doctors-call-for-refugees-to-be-released-amid-coronavirus-fears
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/21/home-office-releases-300-from-detention-centres-amid-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=share&v=0gPojDNJcCc
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/un-calls-for-release-of-refugees-in-detention-as-risk-of-coronavirus-grows
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/for-a-detainee-inside-an-australian-immigration-detention-centre-covid-19-is-terrifying
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/for-a-detainee-inside-an-australian-immigration-detention-centre-covid-19-is-terrifying
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/refugees-and-asylum-seekers-flag-fears-over-possible-coronavirus-hotspot-in-brisbane
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/refugees-and-asylum-seekers-flag-fears-over-possible-coronavirus-hotspot-in-brisbane
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgsMCpIFo80&feature=share&
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/home-affairs-rejects-calls-to-release-immigration-detainees-fearful-of-coronavirus
https://www.buzzfeed.com/hannahryan/visits-banned-immigration-detention-coronavirus-covid19
mailto:Minister.Hunt@health.gov.au
mailto:lisa.chester.mp@aph.gov.au
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Bendigo RAR adapts to the new world of COVID-19 

 
Bendigo RAR’s Exec Team at their first online meeting 

(Looking a little like a dodgey version of the Brady Bunch) 

 

 
Top Row (left to right): Chris, Jan and Helen.  Middle Row: Eve, Nancy and John.  Bottom Row: Gill and Alison   
Quick Quiz - 
Why is Alison the only person smiling, and how come she is outside in the sunshine at Rosalind Park, wearing sunglasses?  
 
And should you trust everything you see or read online? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Members of 
Bendigo RAR 
executive 
team  
missing from  
photo above, 
but pictured 
here in action 
on the streets 
pre-COVID-19  
 
 

Deb (on left) 
and 

Ken (on right) 

https://action.amnesty.org.au/act-now/demand-safe-accommodation-for-refugees-at-risk-of-covid-19?
https://action.asrc.org.au/covid_19_petition?utm_source=ASRC_website&utm_medium=bue_blox&utm_campaign=COVID_19_Petition
https://action.asrc.org.au/covid_19_petition?utm_source=ASRC_website&utm_medium=bue_blox&utm_campaign=COVID_19_Petition
https://www.change.org/p/scott-morrison-extend-covid-19-relief-packages-to-temporary-visa-holders?
https://www.change.org/p/scott-morrison-extend-covid-19-relief-packages-to-temporary-visa-holders?
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Remember? … it was only last year when were able to  

“Walk” for Justice for Refugees - Palm Sunday 2019 
 

 
 

This year, on Palm Sunday, 5 April 2020, we had to stay at home.   
But all over the country, we still managed to  

Speak Up for Justice for Refugees 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Geoff and Maree from Southern Highlands RAR 

The Southern Highlands of NSW was where RAR began in 2001 

 

To see many more Palm Sunday photos  -
https://www.facebook.com/pg/palmsundaywalk/photos/?ref=pa

ge_internal 

 

If you haven’t had a chance to listen to the Palm 
Sunday speakers yet, they are still available online 
http://www.refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au/?p=1820 
 

And have you sent the emails ??? 
Please do, it’s not too late. 
 

Email your Premier and Health Minister 
COVID-19: people in detention are at high risk of 
infection 

Email all relevant Federal Ministers 
COVID-19 – Refugees and people seeking asylum 
need income support 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/palmsundaywalk/photos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/palmsundaywalk/photos/?ref=page_internal
http://www.refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au/?p=1820
http://www.refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au/?p=3759
http://www.refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au/?p=3759
http://www.refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au/?p=3759
http://www.refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au/?p=3759
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Below is a statement from Chris Breen from Refugee Action Collective Victoria 
who was arrested on Friday, 10 April, 2020 

 

Hi all, I have been charged with "incitement" and police have seized my phone and all my computers 
(including my 15 year old son's computer). My court date is August 6. The charge of "incite" is not part of 
the new health regulations, it is a straight-out anti-protest law from 1958. 
 

I am proud to be inciting support for refugees: our protest was safe, detention is not. I and the wider 
refugee movement will not be intimidated and will not stop acting in solidarity with refugees. 
 

This obviously has much wider implications for the unions and social movements (a United Workers Union 
convoy of 30 cars was not treated in the same way on Thursday, despite a police presence - but what 
happens to union protest in future is now an open question). We cannot be complacent that things will 
bounce back to normal in a few months, they won't – 
 

we are in a deep economic crisis, together with a prolonged health crisis. We will need safe ways to publicly 
protest. Health rules around coronavirus can't be used to stamp out the right to protest. 
 

There will be a defence campaign organised, for myself and everyone who was fined, I'm told refugee 
supporters collectively have $40,000 in fines. 
 

The hypocrisy is staggering, people can drive to Bunnings, or JB-Hi Fi, or to get a haircut, and in Victoria it is 
still legal to drive to a holiday home, but we can’t drive around the block highlight the lack of safety for 
vulnerable refugees with underlying health conditions. 
 

The most odious hypocrisy is with the unsafe conditions in detention themselves. Premier Daniel Andrews 
has had not one word to say about the conditions for refugees in Scott Morrison's detention centres, which 
are the equivalent of cruise ships on land - a health risk for refugees and for all of us. 
 

The police came to my house around 12 noon, so I did not even get to attend the protest (pic of my 
decorated car is below). I spent 9 hours in a police cell from around 12 noon, I had nothing to eat or drink 
since 9 am that morning. I was offered water by police, but I didn't want to eat or drink anything in the 
station because police themselves completely disregarded social distancing measures, and I could not trust 
their hygiene. 
 

I had to sit in close proximity with three police for half an hr in a police car waiting to get into the station. 
Then I sat in a car in close proximity with three different officers as they drove me to my house to raid it. In 
my house there were six police in total none of whom practiced social distancing (staying 1.5m away) either 
with myself or with each other. 
 

Solidarity with the refugees in the Mantra, in MITA, in Kangaroo Point, in Villawood, in Yongah Hill and all 
across Australia, solidarity with those still held in PNG and Nauru after almost 7 years. Solidarity with every 
refugee supporter who was fined yesterday. 
 

Solidarity too with the people of Wuhan, New York, Lombardi and the passengers of the Ruby Princess. 
It’s not car convoys which are killing people, but the lack of testing, contact tracing, PPE, ventilators, and 
health care, because profit is put before lives. Yet again politics is also being put before refugees’ lives.  
Their lives matter as much as ours. 
 

I will not stay silent, the refugee 
movement will not stay silent, we will 
not cease our protests until the camps 
are closed and every refugee is free. 
 

The struggle continues. 
Chris Breen 

 
Ch 10: The Project: 16 April 2020 
“Social Distancing in these 
circumstances is impossible” 
Watch video clip here 

 
Chris Breen - second from left - at the Inaugural ARAN Conference, Canberra 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2913752242015580
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Not All People on Temporary Visas can Return Home 
 
There is a lot of talk in the media about people on temporary visas in Australia.   
 

Often no differentiation is made between those who visit Australia for a limited 
period, and those who have come seeking asylum.   
 

It is both misleading and possibly very dangerous to the rights of asylum seekers 
when the discussion is not clear. 
 

In the current COVID-19 health and economic crisis, there is some public discussion suggesting that many people 
on temporary visas may need to return ‘home’, as these people can safely return to their home countries. 
However, this does not apply to asylum seekers and refugees holding Bridging Visas TPVs or SHEVs because they 
are either seeking protection or have been granted protection from the persecution they have fled. 
 
Facts about the different groups of people in Australia on temporary visas: 
 

 About 10 million people come in a year as tourists. The average stay is a few weeks. 
 

 About 800,000 overseas students are studying in Australia at any time. 
 

 About 700,000 back packers come each year.  Their average stay is about 10 weeks. 
 

 Short term work visas 
 

 At any one time, somewhere in the order of 60,000 people have overstayed their visa we are told. 
 

The Australian government has said more than 2 million people on temporary visas, including students, 
skilled workers, and visitors, are in the country. 
 
Facts about numbers and categories of asylum seekers on temporary visas: 
 

 Around 13,000 people who arrived by boat who are on Bridging Visas (BV).  All have been in 
detention and then, when released, were given a Bridging Visa that means they are may be in 
Australia only while their application for protection is being processed.  

 

 Those whose application for protection have been completed and where the individuals recognised 
as refugees, only get a Temporary Protection Visa (TPV) for 3 years or a Safe Haven Enterprise Visa. 
(SHEV) 5 years.  There are about 8,400 people on TPV's and 16,000 on SHEVs in Australia.  They are 
required to re-apply every 3 or 5 years to show they still need protection and then they are eligible 
only for another TPV or SHEV.  These arrangements apply to people who arrived by boat after 2013. 

 

 There are about 24,000 people who arrived by plane on various visas and subsequently made an 
application for protection. If successful, they will get Permanent Protection Visas (PPV). 

 

People who are seeking asylum:  Bridging Visas and Centrelink 
 

There are around 37,000 people who are seeking asylum on Bridging Visas. Some have the right to work and have 
been supporting themselves in casual insecure work such as in hospitality services, uber driving and construction. 
Most have lost their employment in the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

None of these people currently have access to Centrelink payments (now Job Seeker or Job Keeper) or rent 
assistance when they lose their work.  Some have never had the right to work. 
 

Like us, all these people are anxious about the COVID-19 risk, and we need to ensure that they can feel secure 
about maintaining their housing and capacity to cover essential living expenses. 
 
If you require further information email info@refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au 
Refugee Advocacy Network - April 2020 
 

  

 

More information about COVID-19 and its impact on Refugees and People Seeking Asylum is available on the 
ARAN Website: https://aran.net.au/campaigns/covid-19-crisis/ 

mailto:info@refugeeadvocacynetwork.org.au
https://aran.net.au/campaigns/covid-19-crisis/
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Carpenters, Josh and Anthony took time out to 

SPEAK UP for Refugees 

#JusticeForRefugees 

 

 

 

Accurate information about the Coronavirus can be found at: 

ABC:  https://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/coronavirus/ 
 

Coronacast - https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/coronacast/ 
Coronacast is a podcast that helps to answer your questions about coronavirus or COVID19. We break down the 
latest news and research to help you understand how the world is living through an epidemic. 
Listen for free on ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts or Google Podcasts. 

 
Australian Government:  https://www.australia.gov.au/ 
 

This site is regularly updated to give you the latest Coronavirus news, updates and advice from government 
agencies across Australia. 
Check the latest information in your language. 
Access over the phone support and information. 
Federal Government's Coronavirus Australia app: available on the App Store, Google Play and the 
Government's WhatsApp channel 

 
Department of Health 

The World Health Organization has announced that COVID-19 is a pandemic. Find out how we are monitoring 
and responding to the outbreak, how you can help slow the spread of COVID-19 in Australia, and what to do if 
you have symptoms. We also report the latest official medical advice and case numbers. 

 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/story-streams/coronavirus/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/coronacast/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D
https://www.australia.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/covid-19/Pages/covid-19-english.aspx?lang=english
https://www.australia.gov.au/phone-contacts
https://apps.apple.com/au/app/coronavirus-australia/id1503846231
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.gov.health.covid19
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=61400253787&text=To%20learn%20more%20about%20COVID-19%20in%20Australia%2c%20press%20the%20send%20button%20%e2%86%92&source=&data=
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=61400253787&text=To%20learn%20more%20about%20COVID-19%20in%20Australia%2c%20press%20the%20send%20button%20%e2%86%92&source=&data=
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert?utm_source=health.gov.au&utm_medium=redirect&utm_campaign=digital_transformation&utm_content=health-topics/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov

