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Did you know …  

the Refugee Council of Australia has declared  

12,000 people come to Oz each year as part of our Refugee & Humanitarian Program;  
12,000 people who need to learn their way around their new city or town, connect with 
their local school, doctor, shops, find work, and build a life in their new community.  
 

See Page 3 - Year of Welcome - January Action  

 

 
Connect with Bendigo RAR 

• Bendigo RAR on Facebook  

• Bendigo RAR Website 

• Become a member of Bendigo RAR 

• Email: rarbendigo@gmail.com 
 

➢ Join our monthly rally -  
Monthly - 3rd Friday  
5.30pm (AEDT) (summer only) 
Rosalind Park Cnr View St 

 

➢ Join one of Bendigo RAR’s Working Groups 
 

 Events Team 
• organising community events 

- Palm Sunday Rally 

- Easter Parade 

- Refugee Week  

- Refugee Business & Employee Awards 

- Working with Interpreters Forum 

- Human Rights Forum 

- Film Nights 

- Rallies 

- Vigils 
 

  

 

 

         
 

 

Chris Cummins with Selena Choo 
at Bendigo’s Inaugural Business Awards 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/rarbendigo/
https://rarbendigo.wordpress.com/
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
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➢ Bendigo RAR’s Working Groups (continued) 
 

 Conversations Team 
• engage members and the community in 

discussion and education on refugee & asylum 

seeker issues  

- Asylum Seeker Resource Centre (ASRC) 

campaigns  

- Education and Training in ASRC Right 

Track Conversations, Breakthrough 

Conversations, and Shifting Attitudes 
 

 Welcome to Bendigo Team 
• work with the city, other agencies and 

community to build welcoming structures for 

refugees & asylum seekers as they consider, 

arrive and settle in Bendigo.  

- Home Among the Gumtrees 

- Safe Haven 

- Welcoming Accommodation 
 

 Advocacy Team 
• work with National RAR and the broader refugee sector to press parliaments & governments to 

deliver fair, equitable and inclusive policies and practices with regard to refugees & asylum seekers  
- Information Stalls 

- Petitions  

- Letter, phone, and email campaigns 

- Media 

- Meetings with influencers 

- National and Local Campaigns 

- National and Regional partner 

organization activity 

 

For more information: Contact RAR – rarbendigo@gmail.com 
Phone: John 0417 541 155  or  Eve 0407 611 087 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Rallies:  
 

30 minutes of Support rallies 
are held on  
the 3rd Friday of each month  
Rosalind Park, View St Corner  

 

Information Stalls at Bendigo’s Marketplace: 
Human Rights Information Stalls 
are held on the 1st Saturday of every month 

 

The February Stall will be manned by  
Bendigo Amnesty Group 
 
Next RAR stall will be in March  
If interested or you can help, please contact: 
rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Amnesty-International-Bendigo-1540995852838336/
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Amnesty-International-Bendigo-1540995852838336/
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A message from the Refugee Council of Australia:  

 

Create a message of welcome for people arriving to Australia as refugees 
 

Every year, around 12,000 people arrive in Australia as part of our Refugee & Humanitarian Program.  
They are settling in to rebuild their lives here. That’s 12,000 people who are learning their way around their new 
city or town, connecting with their local school, doctor and grocer, finding work and thriving in local communities.  

 

January Action: 
Sending a simple message to people seeking asylum and refugees, in Australia and further afield: 

You are Welcome 
 

Members of Bendigo RAR gathered last weekend to create a video with a Message of Welcome 
It will be posted on Facebook and on our Website, as well being shared more widely through the Refugee Council. 
 
You can create your own Message of Welcome  
 

 

So how to do it?   
 

1. Create the image or video - Using your phone, take a photo of yourself with a sign with a message of 
welcome OR create a short video sharing your message of welcome  
 

2. Upload it to Twitter – upload your image or video to Twitter using the hashtag #YearOfWelcome – and 
share why you believe in an inviting and generous Australia. If you don't have Twitter, email us your 
photo or video media@refugeecouncil.org.au 

 

3. We will share it – to spread the word, we will share a selection of videos and edit them together into 
one long message of welcome that will be shared via our member organisations with newly arrived 
refugees!   
 

 
 

To read all the instructions and find resources, click here!  

 

 

 

https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/r?u=oCEVHIrWpT9lqMHsQJ_kBcKNHRuAmDElI7x0a7zAwA8TzYVIfe-sxbA7aLOQh5w48iH-tSovhl7pp6cHCTQDNQ&e=07ccbc6c69534f14a83b0b31299b3eaa&utm_source=refugeecouncilaus&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=yow_action_jan_ex_signed_up&n=3
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/r?u=YqgukYA3Mrlri-dqG7I8TuE1treqOTnW4SkgSlT2E4N3bJvBU-ghMm8BUs9y7kUm&e=07ccbc6c69534f14a83b0b31299b3eaa&utm_source=refugeecouncilaus&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=yow_action_jan_ex_signed_up&n=4
mailto:media@refugeecouncil.org.au
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/r?u=oCEVHIrWpT9lqMHsQJ_kBcKNHRuAmDElI7x0a7zAwA8TzYVIfe-sxbA7aLOQh5w48iH-tSovhl7pp6cHCTQDNQ&e=07ccbc6c69534f14a83b0b31299b3eaa&utm_source=refugeecouncilaus&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=yow_action_jan_ex_signed_up&n=5
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News: 
 

Shepparton’s Afghan community raises $11,500 and 45 Volunteers for bushfires 
 

 
Above: Goulburn Valley Afghan Community president Shoukat Rafiee present the cheque 

 and volunteer contact details to Betty D'Amore and Judi Hanlon of the Red Cross 
 

Goulburn Valley Afghan Community president Shoukat Rafiee said he asked families in the Afghan 
community to donate $100. He said in just 24 hours there was an overwhelming response, with 115 
families donating. Read more here    Shepparton News: 10 January 2020  
 

Conditions inside Bomana prompt dozens to agree to return to country of origin 
 

  
Canberra government-funded Bomana immigration detention centre in Port Moresby, 

where PNG authorities are still holding about 18 of the 53 asylum seekers arrested in August 2019 
 

Having fled and sought asylum, then spent up to seven years in Australia’s offshore detention system, 
multiple former detainees have said it was Bomana which broke them.  Read more here 
Guardian Australia: 15 January 2020 

 

Human Rights Watch Report take Australia to task 

 
The World Report 2020 is the 30th report released by Human Rights Watch reviewing human rights 
practices in nearly 100 countries, including Australia. Read more here  SBS News: 15 January 2020 

 
Australian Bill of Rights  

 
Australia is the only democracy in the world that 
does not protect free speech, freedom of religion 
and freedom of the press through a Bill of Rights 
or a Charter.   
Have you signed the Petition? Click here  

 

https://www.sheppnews.com.au/news/2020/01/10/980214/sheppartons-afghan-community-donates-11-500-to-the-red-cross-bushfire-response?fbclid=IwAR0Cc4gWXGJVQQMj78DyHQbQAVIsBNfXW9w2xssYrQRBlVPZlJMcYOTOAUc
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/15/leaked-photos-of-papua-new-guinea-prison-reveal-torture-of-18-asylum-seekers-cut-off-from-world?fbclid=IwAR3Su6rPpxrAyCM8jtXC_4JPUkYV-dlgKycTDaUz89wTRLHHyPwFrw_eL3w
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/australia-s-policies-on-asylum-seekers-and-media-freedom-criticised-in-new-human-rights-report?fbclid=IwAR2izd_0PK_IbWlO-Pd6_5ZZNnWiP17hlhZjtnPa0X9bSnaV6SWP61o2y60
https://www.change.org/p/a-bill-of-rights-for-australia?source_location=petition_footer&algorithm=promoted&original_footer_petition_id=13040658&grid_position=3&pt=AVBldGl0aW9uAC9X9AAAAAAAXh69srIke%2BswNGQyNWUxOA%3D%3D
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Tamil Family from Biloela  

 
The Tamil family fighting for Australia's protection will remain in detention on Christmas Island until February 
when their case will go to a full and final hearing in the Federal Court.  
 

Federal Court Justice Mark Moshinsky will hear the case over two days on February 21 and 25, after which 
they could be immediately deported back to Sri Lanka.  
 

The family's future rests on Tharunicaa's case on whether she has a right to apply for a protection visa. 
 

 

 
 

 
March 2018 - People of Biloela gather after Priya, Nades, Kopika and Tharunicaa are taken from their home. 

 
 

“At 5am, their home was stormed by armed police and Border Force officers. Their seven-month old baby 
and two-and-a-half-year-old daughters were ripped from their beds. Priya and Nades were told they were 
being taken to a Melbourne detention centre and given ten minutes to pack. 
 

Priya and Nades were put into separate vans, driven to Gladstone Airport and flown to a detention centre 
in Melbourne. Border Force officers told them that if they didn’t sign “voluntary” deportation documents, 
they would be denied access to a phone, separated and forced back to Sri Lanka.   Read more here 

  

261,134 people have signed  
the Petition calling on the 

Government to let them stay. 
 

Have you you?  Click here 

 

 

Christmas Island 
 

• 4,974km from Biloela 

• 3,427km from Sri Lanka 

Twitter Comment: January 2020 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-02/un-asks-australia-to-release-family-from-christmas-island/11567188
https://www.change.org/p/peter-dutton-bring-priya-back-to-biloela
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What is happening to the Medevac transferees? 

 
“These people were brought here as patients to receive treatment, but are being treated as criminals 
despite having committed no crime.” Dr Rebecca Reeve, a senior research fellow at UNSW. 
 

And as yet the majority of those transferred have not received any medical treatment. 
 

Dr Reeve says that, in the wake of the repeal of the Medevac 
legislation, the future of those brought to Australia is 
uncertain. What is clear is that the treatment of these refugees 
is cruel and inhumane, is making them more ill, and is both 
shameful and indefensible.  
 

The first refugees were brought to the Mantra hotel on July 25. 
At least one of the men has been there since then. 
 

In the Melbourne suburb of Preston, some forty men who were transferred from PNG for medical 
treatment have been held in the Mantra hotel for many weeks. They have not received any treatment.  
 

Refugee advocate Jane Salmon has visited the men at the hotel. She says visitors are not permitted to 
directly provide the detainees with clothing donations, and that any food brought for them must be 
consumed on the spot, otherwise it is thrown away. 
 

This is but one example of a situation that is being played out around Australia, as groups of offshore 
detainees are being held at various “alternative places of detention”, with the reason behind it - the 
provision of medical treatment - being systematically denied.  
 

Approximately 180 people have been transferred 
from Manus and Nauru under medevac provisions. 
They have been sent to hotels, apartments and 
detention centres across the country.  
 

For many of them, living conditions are worse than 
they were in offshore detention. One female 
medevac detainee in Brisbane is locked in a hotel 
room with security guards stationed permanently in 
the corridor. She says that the guards enter her room 
at night, causing her to have ongoing panic attacks. 
When she has to leave for an appointment, two 
security guards escort her “like a criminal” by 
gripping her upper arms. 
 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-19/medevac-refugees-locked-in-melbourne-hotel/11813008 
 

Refugee Court Decision 
 
A 36-year-old Tamil refugee and torture survivor who is legally blind, and has schizophrenia and dementia, 
has been held in immigration detention for an entire decade by Australia. And he remains locked up, 
despite a judge deciding on Christmas Eve that his situation was so absurd it could be likened to Joseph 
Heller’s famous novel Catch-22. 
 
The Dec. 24 decision could also have huge ramifications for thousands of other refugees in Australia who have 
been denied visas and indefinitely detained under the controversial “character” test.  Read more here 

 
Want more news? 

 

You can find many refugee news items at  
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/ 
And on Facebook 

  

 

 
Jane Salmon with refugee, Moz, at the Mantra 

Photo courtesy of the ABC 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-12-19/medevac-refugees-locked-in-melbourne-hotel/11813008
https://www.buzzfeed.com/hannahryan/tamil-refugee-australia-indefinite-detention-mental-illness?utm_source=dynamic&utm_campaign=bfsharefacebook&ref=mobile_share&fbclid=IwAR2x7vCxpVJOs3z3vdJfJ4U371rk63XEBI0cuKGPsEpDFaAGHD8zDydTfGc
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/
https://aran.net.au/recent-news/
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Diary Dates 
Event Date Place 

Bendigo Rally for Refugees 
30 minutes of Support  

Monthly - 3rd Friday  
5.30pm (AEDT) (summer only) 
5pm (AET) 

Rosalind Park Cnr View St 

Marketplace Info Stall Monthly - 1st Saturday, 10am - 2pm 
 

Bendigo Marketplace 

They Cannot Take the Sky 
 Art exhibition 

17 February - 28 March 2020 
André Dao, Coordinator, Behind the Wire 
https://bit.ly/30qmCP9 

Latrobe Art Institute 
View St, Bendigo 
 

Zinda Festival 
A multicultural celebration:  
music, food and art.  
 

14 March 2020  
LCMS: https://zinda.org.au/ 

Rosalind Park Bendigo 

Palm Sunday Rallies 
Melbourne  
and 
Bendigo 

Sunday, 5 April 2020 Australia-wide: 
State Library of Victoria, 
Swanston St Melbourne 
Bendigo Venue tbc 

Bendigo Easter Parade 
Come and walk with us in 
Bendigo’s Easter Parade 

Monday, 13 April 2020 Bendigo 

Annual Business Forum:  
Interpreting Services 

Details to be confirmed Bendigo 

Human Rights Forum Details to be confirmed Bendigo 

Business/Employee 
Recognition Awards 2020 

Details to be confirmed Bendigo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Rural Australians for Refugees –email: rar.australia@gmail.com 
www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au 

Facebook and Twitter 

Monthly Rallies:  
“30 minutes of Support” are held on the 3rd Friday of each month  
Rosalind Park, View St Corner  
 

Information Stalls at Bendigo’s Marketplace: 
Human Rights Information Stalls  

are held on the 1st Saturday of every month 
 

The February Stall will be manned by Bendigo Amnesty Group 
Next RAR stall will be in March  
 

If interested or you can help, contact: 

rarbendigo@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

National Rural Australians for Refugees 
 

 

2020 National Conference  
 

To contact the Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group organizing committee  
 

email: rarconference@bmrsg.org.au 
 

  

https://bit.ly/30qmCP9
https://zinda.org.au/
mailto:rar.australia@gmail.com
http://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Amnesty-International-Bendigo-1540995852838336/
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Amnesty-International-Bendigo-1540995852838336/
mailto:rarconference@bmrsg.org.au

