
 

 

Tamil Family from Biloela face Deportation 
 
Yesterday, I read an article in The Australian with this headline:  
 

Most back kicking out asylum-seekers who aren’t refugees 

 
The article went on to say:  
 

Most Australians believe that asylum-seekers deemed not to be genuine refugees should be deported 
regardless of other considerations.  
 
A Newspoll survey conducted last week showed 64 per cent of voters believe asylum-seekers who are 
considered by the courts to not be refugees should be deported, with 24 per cent saying they should 
be allowed to settle in Australia. 
 

Yet a News Poll of 7726 voters, published on the same day as this article, clearly showed the opposite. 
 

And over 253,258 Australians have signed a petition asking the Government to allow this family to stay. 
 

What is going on in this country when our national daily newspaper 
can so blatantly attempt to pervert the facts? 

 

And then I read some of the 500+ comments below the article in The Australian. Here’s just a few: 
 

• So, let’s deport these aliens.  

• … they came here illegally 

• … economic queue-jumping migrants 

• … why were they given bridging visas and able to go through the various courts for 7 years? They 
should have one court case, and been deported after that result  

• … illegal immigrants are privileged. 

• The Govt needs to get these people on a plane and deport them, apologise for any inadvertent 
breaches of injunctions later... and abolish the Federal Court. 

 

  

 

 
       



 

 
  News from Asylum Insight 

 

Weekly allowances and food rations for hundreds of refugees on Manus Island have been stopped amidst the Papua New 
Guinea Government’s plans to relocate refugees and asylum seekers to Port Morseby. Many refugee families had their 
allowances and food stopped with no explanation in May and June, and have struggled to provide for their families with 
no money or employment.  

---------- 

Meanwhile, a Senate inquiry has heard that asylum seekers and refugees detained in PNG are being blocked from talking 
to lawyers or doctors, which is preventing medical evacuation approved under new medevac laws. Many of the asylum 
seekers do not have access to phones, meaning that medical evacuation response teams are unable to contact them.   

---------- 

New documents released to the Senate reveal that Paladin, the security firm contracted to deliver services on Manus 
Island, has been fined more than a thousand times by the Home Affairs department for ‘performance failures’. These 
failures included chronic understaffing, incidents of drink-driving, failures to have staff with appropriate training, and 
lengthy delays in responding to maintenance issues in the facilities.  

---------- 

Findings from a recent Deloitte Access Economics report demonstrated that increasing Australia’s refugee intake could 
boost the economy by billions each year, and sustain tens of thousands of full time jobs. The report found that overall 
economic benefit far outweighed the cost of refugee assistance and settlement services.  
 

Other News: 
 

Community services say dismantling the SRSS (status resolution support service) program - worth about $35 a day - has 
pushed asylum seekers into poverty and increased demand for their help.  Asylum seeker support services have 
welcomed a $3 million funding commitment from the Victorian government for people on bridging visas who have been 
cut off from federal government payments.  Thousands of asylum seekers who arrived by boat before 2014 lost access to 
federal income support payments after the government tightened eligibility requirements in 2017. SBS News 
 
And some good news: 
 

Refugees are finding friendship and hope thanks to the University 
of Sydney's Refugee Language Programme, which has welcomed 
thousands of asylum-seekers and refugees since it began in 2003. 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.asyluminsight.com/
https://www.asyluminsight.com/papua-new-guinea-arrangement#.XWzOu5MzZp8
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/aug/26/qantas-shareholders-renew-push-for-airline-to-refuse-involvement-in-deportations
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/aug/26/asylum-seekers-held-in-papua-new-guinea-blocked-from-talking-to-lawyers-or-doctors
https://www.afr.com/policy/foreign-affairs/revealed-paladin-fined-over-1000-times-20190829-p52lxh
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/lifting-refugee-intake-would-boost-economy-by-5b-a-year-deloitte-20190827-p52l7i.html
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/accepting-more-refugees-would-add-38-billion-dollars-to-australia-s-economy
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/aug/28/raising-australias-refugee-intake-would-boost-economy-by-billions-oxfam-says
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/states-step-up-funding-for-asylum-seekers-after-federal-cuts-hit-people-on-bridging-visas


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bendigo RAR Convener, Christine Cummins continues on  
her book tour, introducing her book  
 

Dignity in a Teacup, recounts true stories of courage 

and sacrifice from Christmas Island. 

And if you haven’t yet help Chris fund her  
Books for Politicians campaign, there is still time. 
 
Chris will be delivering the books to the politicians on 
Monday 16 September. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Rallies:  
“30 minutes of Support” are held on the 3rd Friday of each month  
Rosalind Park, View St Corner  
 

Information Stalls at Bendigo’s Marketplace: 
Human Rights Information Stalls  
are held on the  
1st Saturday of every month. 
 

Our next stall will be in October 
 

If interested or you can help please, contact Chris at 
rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

Bendigo Rural Australians for Refugees 
rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 

• AGM in November - venue and time – tbc 
 

• Monthly meetings:  
All welcome 

 

- The Downstairs Meeting Room of the Bendigo Library 
- Second Tuesday of every month 
- 5.30pm 

 
 
 

National Rural Australians for Refugees 

2020 Conference: Connecting for Change: 3-6 July 2020 
 

 

This will be the 6th National Conference for Rural Australians for Refugees 
 

 

 

Next year Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group is hosting the National 
Conference for Rural Australians for Refugees in the beautiful Blue Mountains of 
NSW from Friday 3rd July until Sunday 5th July 2020. 
  
The theme will be “Connecting for Change” and the program will be a mixture of 
forums, workshops and keynote speakers with a strong emphasis on hearing from 
those with lived experience and making connections. 
 

For the organizing committee Blue Mountains Refugee Support Group 
e: rarconference@bmrsg.org.au 
w: https://www.bmrsg.org.au/ 
 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/books-for-politicians-striving-for-compassion?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=fb_dn_cpgntopnavlarge_r&fbclid=IwAR11iLmcue1468v3y9IZGjadjG5mth9ae1YtaHKy8_ZgPp7f1it8IBkEH30
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