
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
            

 

Welcome to 2019 
 

As the global refugee crisis continues to grow, the Australian government has not only failed to improve 

Australia's humanitarian response, it also left people in indefinite, punitive detention on Manus and Nauru, and 

in onshore detention. It has cut the SRSS (Status Resolution Support Service) to those still waiting to have their 

claims assessed, leaving many with absolutely no financial support*. (*Contact ASRC if you wish to donate.) 

Let us hope that 2019 brings better policies and conditions for all who have sought safety with us. 

Remember: 
EVERY EMAIL YOU SEND, EVERY PHONE-CALL YOU MAKE, EVERY PROTEST YOU ATTEND makes a difference. 

We must end our Government’s continued failure to protect these vulnerable people. 

In 2019, every vote at the Federal Election will determine more of the same, or a change of policy*.  

*see page 4 for a summary of the ALP policies ratified at Labor National Conference – Dec 2018 
 

But before the federal election …  

When Parliament sits again on 5th February 2019, the 
Urgent Medical Treatment Bill will be voted on in the 
House of Representatives. 

This Bill was passed by the Senate on the final sitting day for 2018. 

"It's a medical solution, not a political solution, to a humanitarian crisis." Kerryn Phelps 

“The Bill would ensure an extremely sick person on Manus or Nauru would be transferred to Australia if 
two doctors recommended it. The immigration minister would have the power to block that transfer on 
security grounds.  It is a modest change to current policy that would help prevent further unnecessary 
deaths.” - Shaun Hanns, former officer of the Department of Home Affairs. SMH, 27 December 2018 

 
Our emails/calls to MPs must focus on the hundreds of sick adults,  

and the remaining children. on Nauru and Manus. 
 

NB:  There are pre-addressed Printable Postcards on the ARAN website  -  just click on an MP’s name, print the postcard, 
cut into 4 (3 for your friends to send), add your name, address and a stamp, and mail to your chosen MP. 

 

Please keep these actions going during January … 

• Thank the politicians who supported the Urgent Medical Treatment Bill and ask them to stay strong. 

• Express your concern to those politicians who oppose the Bill. 

Reminder: Why the Urgent Medical Treatment Bill wasn’t passed during the last week of 2018 
 

On the final day of Federal Parliament’s sitting (6th Dec), a “coalition of conscience” between the crossbenchers in the 
House and Senate, the Greens and the ALP, put forward a Bill that would compel Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton to 
transfer children, their families and anyone else in need of medical assessment and treatment from Manus and Nauru 
to care in Australia.  

A Government-led filibuster, supported by Pauline Hanson and Cory Bernardi, delayed the vote on the Bill in the Senate, 
until after the Morrison Government had shut down the House of Representatives for the Christmas holidays. 

To come within an hour of passing a Bill that would have brought children and critically ill people from Manus and 
Nauru to Australia before the end of the year was heartbreaking, but this legislation will be waiting when the House of 
Representatives returns in February.  

The extraordinary coalition of Crossbenchers, the Greens, and Labor, happened because politicians of principle 
genuinely listened to the Australian people, and to the voices of those still detained.  

Politicians know that the treatment of those on Manus and Nauru isn't about left and right - it's about right and wrong.  

Summary of December email from Shen Narayanasamy 

 

https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/printable-postcards/


 

 
 

'This is barbarity': Film and TV stars sign letter blasting offshore detention 
SBS News 2 December 2018 

 

More than 700 of Australia's biggest arts industry professionals signed an open letter calling for all asylum seekers detained on 
Manus Island and Nauru to be brought safely to Australia. 
 

Actors Sam Neill, Rebecca Gibney, Simon Baker, Asher Keddie and Bryan Brown [were] among hundreds of Australia's best 
well- known film and TV stars to sign the open letter, calling for the major parties to "put politics aside" and end Australia's 
offshore detention policy.   
 

The letter … to Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Labor leader Bill Shorten, also calls on those in Canberra to support the bill 
… to make it easier for asylum seekers on Manus and Nauru to be flown to Australia for medical and psychiatric treatment.  

 

The TV and film personalities have gotten behind the 
#BlueForManusandNauru campaign, and [called] for attendees 
of the 2018 AACTA Award in Sydney to wear blue ribbons. 

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/this-is-barbarity-film-and-tv-
stars-sign-letter-blasting-offshore-detention 

 
Watch and Listen to this video clip as 

Australian Celebrities Speak Out 
 

In October 2018 6000 Doctors Signed A Letter Calling On The PM To Get #KidsOffNauru 
 

The AMA, MSF and 6000 doctors were not alone.  
 

A month before the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, used her maiden speech to slam 
Australia’s offshore detention policy as “an affront to the protection of human rights”.  
 

Then, the head of the International Committee for the Red Cross visited Canberra to share concerns about Australia’s 
treatment of refugees.      

These concerns weren’t new. 

If it feels like you’ve been reading about this for a while, you have. 
 

Two years ago, Amnesty International wrote that Australia’s offshore 
detention regime on Nauru was clearly “a deliberate policy to inflict 
harm on refugees”, describing it as a clear breach of international human 
rights law.  

 

Over two years ago, Save The Children wrote to Peter Dutton to outline 
the harm children were suffering on Nauru. 

 

And the AHRC Report “Forgotten Children: National Inquiry into Children 
in Immigration Detention” was released in 2014. 

 

 
 
  

 

Kerryn Phelps MP meets with refugee  
and human rights advocates 

 

The cast of Sweet Country wear blue ribbons at AACTA Awards 

Monthly Rallies:  
5.30-6pm, Friday, 18 January  
Rosalind Park, View St Corner  
There will be a focus on the Tamil family from Biloela family who are due be deported back to Sri Lanka in February. 
3 days before Christmas their challenge in the Federal Court failed, and there is now only a slim hope for an appeal 
to the High Court. Read more here 
 
Monthly Rallies “30 minutes of Support” are held on the 3rd Friday of the month  

 
Information Stalls at Bendigo’s Marketplace: 

Human Rights Info Stalls are held on the 
first Saturday of every month. 
 
Our first stall was on 5th January.  
We have 4 more this year: 
April, June, August and November. 
 
If interested or you can help please, contact Chris at 
rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 
 

 

https://www.blueformanusandnauru.org.au/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/this-is-barbarity-film-and-tv-stars-sign-letter-blasting-offshore-detention
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/this-is-barbarity-film-and-tv-stars-sign-letter-blasting-offshore-detention
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=XYNN3C0z_P4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=XYNN3C0z_P4
https://www.change.org/p/peter-dutton-bring-priya-back-to-biloela/u/23824744?cs_tk=Ab2Awhrk7APNBuHWL1wA8QrncHE9dugK5WYYsCX8aA%3D%3D&utm_campaign=172da534808e459aadb462a8c5b88f81&utm_medium=email&utm_source=petition_update&utm_term=cs
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com


 
 

News from Manus 
 

Extract: 6th Christmas in exile on Manus Island  
by Benjamin Robinson-Drawbridge, RNZ Pacific Journalist  
www.radionz.co.nz - 25 Dec 2018 

 

To mark his 6th Christmas in exile on Papua New Guinea's Manus Island, Sri Lankan refugee 
Shaminda Kanapathi has called for an end to refugee scapegoating in Canberra.  
 

"I have committed no crime other than to seek protection: Refuge in Australia," Mr Kanapathi 
wrote in an open letter in which he also expressed "heartfelt wishes and warm regards to you 
all" for a "Merry Christmas". 
 

Last month, Catholic Bishops in PNG called for a Christmas gift of freedom for the 600+ men detained on the island. 
"We are hoping for an end to this refugee situation where all will be sent to Australia or to any other country," the 
secretary of the PNG Catholic Bishops conference Ambrose Pereira said. "But it needs to be Australia's 
responsibility to ensure that this happens." 
 

The president of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, Mark Coleridge, also called for Canberra to find a 
home for the refugees detained on Manus and Nauru.  "After five years, we have to ask: If our Government is 
unable to find a home for these people in another country, should we not provide them with a home in Australia 
or New Zealand?" 
… … … … 
Farhad Rahmati, (a Christian asylum seeker) who has been told his heart condition requires testing not available in 
PNG, has called for his return to Port Moresby for further medical treatment. After being sent back to Manus with 
about 35 other men before the APEC summit in November, Mr Rahmati said he was not [been] returned in time 
for two scheduled surgeries. Mr Rahmati, an engineer, said that while awaiting surgery he had found work in Port 
Moresby "where he paid tax and helped others to learn something new". 
… … … … 
The PNG Immigration and Citizenship Service did not respond to a request for comment, but on Sunday Mr 
Kanapathi noted three refugees were sent to the PNG capital for medical treatment. One of them had tried to 
hang himself in Manus Island's health clinic, the refugee said. 
 
Read the full article here 
 

The secret committee determining medical transfers from Nauru and Manus Island 
by Paul Farrell - ABC - 4 Dec 2018 
 

A secret Australian government body tasked with making decisions on medical transfers from Nauru discussed 
eradicating a longstanding requirement that medical care in offshore facilities must meet "Australian standards", 
according to internal documents.   
 

In October, three whistleblowers spoke to 7.30 and described the grave risks for adults and children that remained 
on the island, as their mental health continues to deteriorate. 
 

As legal action has intensified, more children and families have been brought to Australia from Nauru. 
 

Read the full article here 
 

Pakistani refugee detained on Manus to fight for PNG boxing title 
by Helen Davidson – 22 Dec 2018 – Guardian Australia 
 

Ezatullah Kakar is a Pakistani refugee who spent four years in 
detention on Manus Island, is challenging for a PNG boxing title.  
 

Light-heavyweigth Ezatullah Kakar says he is fighting for fellow 
detainees on Manus Island and other refugees on Nauru 
 

Read the full article here 
  

 

 

Ezatullah Kakar 
Photograph:Ben Doherty 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/353540/sick-manus-asylum-seeker-begs-nz-to-intervene
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/378973/6th-christmas-in-exile-on-manus-island
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-27/refugee-children-on-nauru-googling-how-to-kill-themselves/10153568
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-04/secret-immigration-committee-medical-transfers-from-nauru-manus/10579072
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/dec/22/pakistani-refugee-detained-on-manus-to-fight-for-png-boxing-title


 

 
Report on ALP Conference 
At December’s National Conference, the ALP announced its refugee policies for the coming federal election. 
 

Internationally  
With over 25 million refugees worldwide, Labor would respond to the growing global humanitarian crisis and support those 
who are displaced and fleeing persecution. 
 

Regionally 
Labor will commit $500 million to the work of the UNHCR to deliver stronger asylum seeker assessment and resettlement 
processes across the region- an important measure to ensure vulnerable people are not exploited by people smugglers 

 

This funding would assist the UNHCR deliver processing and settlement in a timely and structured way, building capacity 
through extra staff, facilities, and training. 

 

The funding for the UNHCR would be in addition to the $30 million in urgent humanitarian relief to address the humanitarian 
crises in the Palestinian Territories, Myanmar, and Bangladesh 

 

Labor will appoint a Special Envoy for Refugees and Asylum Seeker Issues to advance Australia's interests and leadership on 
refugee issues within the region, secure resettlement agreements, develop an Australian Refugee Commission, develop an 
Australian Refugee Commission, and provide policy advice for Australia's Humanitarian Program. 
 

Increased Places for Refugees 
Labor would increase Australia's humanitarian refugee intake to 27,000 by 2025. 
 

Community Sponsorship Refugee Program 
In addition to the humanitarian intake, a Labor Government has committed to work co-operatively with the state and local 
governments, community organisations, unions, and business groups to support and expand community sponsorship of 
refugees to 5000 annually. 
 

Getting people off Manus Island and Nauru 
Immediately upon medical advice, Labor would seek to get people off Manus Island and Nauru, and permanently through 
safe, permanent resettlement. 
 

Some of the things Labor locked in at the ALP Conference 2018 
• appoint an independent children’s advocate  

• facilitating medical transfers from offshore detention,  

• establishing an independent health advice panel to provide medical advice. 

• ending the flawed/corrupt "Fast-Track" process for people seeking asylum 

• provide people seeking asylum with access to  

• funded migration assistance,  

• access to appropriate social services, including income, crisis housing 

• healthcare, mental health, community, education and English as a second language  

• abolish Temporary Protection Visas and Safe Haven Enterprise Visas 

• transition eligible refugees onto permanent visas. 

• reintroduce the 90-day rule for security and health checks 

• reinstating access to the Refugee Review Tribunal  

• a humanitarian intake of 27,000, plus a community sponsored refugee program intake up to 5,000 
places per year 

• boosting funding for regional processing and resettlement 

• $450m to the UNHCR 

• appoint a special envoy for refugee and asylum seeker issues 

• create an orderly pathway to resettlement in Australia 

• increase Foreign Aid to 0.5% of gross national income, from the current level of 0.22%. 
The copy of the draft ALP platform (before amendments passed at Conference) is available on the ARAN website - 
https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/2018-alp-draft-platform.pdf (an updated link will be made available asap) 

At least 3 things remain a concern 

• Boat turnbacks 

• Offshore - Manus and Nauru 

• No review of failed "Fast-Track" claims. 
 

1. Turnbacks - I did hear this spoken of as "rescues" rather than turnbacks. Also, "returned to UNHCR processing centres". 
 

2. Offshore - The use of the Urgent Medical Transfers Bill should bring most (if not all) of those on Manus and Nauru to 
Australia - not that Labor actual said this, (except behind closed doors) - and in my opinion, if we are wise, we should also 
only quietly whisper it as this would be gold to the Coalition fear campaign. And of course, Labor would accept the NZ offer. 

 

3. The rejection of the failed "Fast Track" claims is huge concern - but the ASRC and others will not give up on this, so maybe 
even this can be satisfactorily sorted by Labor in government.  

Report by Jan Govett – December 2018 

https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/2018-alp-draft-platform.pdf

