
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bendigo Vigil on International Children’s Day - 24 October 2018 

 

Getting children off Nauru 
 

The national campaign to end the appalling treatment of children and their families on Nauru has gathered 
momentum.  
 

More than 133,762 everyday Australians have signed on to the campaign. 
 

And 330 charities and organisations, including World Vision, the Australian Council for International 
Development, Refugee Council of Australia, Rural Australians for Refugees, are now actively petitioning the 
government, giving it until 20th November to have families transferred to Australia or another safe third country.  
 

Professor Paul Colditz, a leading paediatrician, says: “as doctors we have compelling evidence that detention 
and uncertainty is damaging to people’s health and wellbeing and that this damage can be severe and 
lifelong”. 
 

Notwithstanding all the evidence of the damage being done to people’s health by detaining them indefinitely 
offshore, our government spent $326,000 in legal costs last year, fighting requests for the urgent transfer of 
individuals from Nauru.  
 

In this financial year, the costs will be much higher, given the worsening plight of so many young people.  
 

More than 30 cases have been brought before the courts this year, all of which appear to have been upheld, 
resulting in up to fifty children being brought to Australia against the government’s wishes. 
 

For more information: kidsoffnauru@gmail.com 
 
#KidsOffNauru  
 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
 
https://www.kidsoffnauru.com/ 
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You can advertise a horse race on the Opera House sails, 

but not the plight of the children on Nauru 

mailto:kidsoffnauru@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/kidsoffnauru/
https://twitter.com/kidsoffnauru
https://www.instagram.com/kidsoffnauru/
https://www.kidsoffnauru.com/


MUST LISTEN - PODCAST – 28/10/18:  
Breaking point: Australia under pressure to evacuate sick children from Nauru 
(Part 1) - (ABC’s Background Briefing) 
 
Has the federal government been ignoring a mental health crisis among child refugees and asylum seekers on 
Nauru? 
 
Background Briefing has obtained dozens of questionnaires that provide a snapshot of 
how kids on the island were faring between 2015 and 2017. 
 
A prominent psychiatrist says the results would have been given to senior immigration 
department bureaucrats yet requests for medical evacuations were repeatedly denied. 
 
Olivia Rousset investigates. 
 

 

Morrison, Dutton talk down NZ asylum deal 
 

As Labor offers an olive branch over asylum seeker legislation, Prime Minister Scott Morrison has distanced 
himself from a New Zealand deal. 
 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has talked down the prospect of a deal with Labor over asylum seeker 
resettlement, stepping away from a proposal flagged during the Wentworth by-election. 
 
Labor is weighing up whether to back draft laws, introduced by the coalition two years ago but not passed, 
to place a lifetime ban on resettled asylum seekers being allowed to enter Australia. 
 
One of Labor's conditions is for the lifetime ban to only apply to New Zealand-resettled asylum seekers 
coming off Nauru. 
 
Read more here 
 

 

Talking Justice: Gillian Triggs: Speaking truth to power – Bendigo 
Thursday, 15 November 2018 
7:30 pm - 9 pm  
Bendigo Town Hall 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

“It's strange, how you go from being a person who is away from home     
 to a person with no home at all.  

The place that is supposed to want you has pushed you out.  

No other place takes you in.  

You are unwanted, by everyone. You are a refugee.”  

- Clemantine Wamariya, The Girl Who Smiled Beads  

Populist and often politically driven attacks on institutions like 

the judiciary and the Human Rights Commission are on the rise, 

with serious implications for justice and democracy. Join former 

Human Rights Commissioner and author of Speaking Up Gillian 

Triggs, and panellists in this timely discussion.  
 

Book sales and signings. 
 

In partnership with Melbourne University Publishing (MUP) and 
Loddon Campaspe Community Legal Centre (LCCLC). 
BOOKINGS here. 
 

 

 

https://radio.abc.net.au/programitem/pgOVkamNeG?play=true&fbclid=IwAR1Q6P5lQ0esWDSDFM7rm5EmJ8gFbh5OCwiva5cf47EzOa9Ei-7j0gRuUKg
https://radio.abc.net.au/programitem/pgOVkamNeG?play=true&fbclid=IwAR1Q6P5lQ0esWDSDFM7rm5EmJ8gFbh5OCwiva5cf47EzOa9Ei-7j0gRuUKg
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/morrison-dutton-talk-down-nz-asylum-deal
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/57663457
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/talking-justice-gillian-triggs-speaking-truth-to-power-bendigo-tickets-49585976992


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Action in Bendigo to get the 

 

• 10am-2pm – Saturday, 3 November – Grandmothers Information Stall  
Bendigo – Bendigo Marketplace 
 

• 11am-12 noon – Saturday, 3 November – Street Conversations  
Bendigo – Hargreaves Street Mall 
 

• 11am-12 noon – Saturday, 10 November – Street Conversations  
Bendigo – Bendigo Library Precinct 
 

• Australia-wide initiative Tuesday, 13 November 2018   
BlueforNauru 
 

Groups and individuals wearing or posting something BLUE in national solidarity action 
for November 13th – one week before the climax of the #KidsOffNauru campaign  
on 20 November 2018 (Universal Children’s Day). 

 

• 5.30pm - Friday, 16 November - Monthly Vigil 
Bendigo - Rosalind Park, View Street end, opposite the Fountain 

 

• 12 noon - 1pm Tuesday, 20 November - MAKE A NOISE Day  
outside the office of Senator McKenzie 
Bendigo - Hargreaves Street Mall - Facebook event here 
 

 
 
 

 

 

https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/bluefornauru1.pdf
https://www.kidsoffnauru.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/904691466402953/
https://www.facebook.com/events/904691466402953/


 

Cathy Wilcox - 2005 … 13 years on and we’ve learnt nothing 

 

Bendigo Rural Australians for Refugees … Bendigo RAR 

Bendigo RAR AGM 
6pm - Tuesday, 13 November  

Queens Arms Hotel. Guest Speaker, Kate McInnes (LCMS)  
 

Next general meeting – Tuesday, 11th December  
5.15pm - Bendigo Library 

Monthly Vigils 5.30pm on 3rd Friday of each month Rosalind Park (View St end) 

Email: rarbendigo@gmail.com 

 

Don’t forget to contact the Prime Minister and other politicians 

Prime Minster - Phone: (02) 6277 7700 https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm 

Leader of the Opposition - Phone: (02) 6277 4022 Email Bill.Shorten.MP@aph.gov.au 

Find contact details for your other politicians here: www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Members 

 

“I want to tell him that when we were in the camps waiting for a boat, we spoke about what we imagined 
Australia would be like. Kangaroos, koalas, wide open spaces. Then, when we arrived, we were locked up 
and the images we had shrank smaller and smaller until Australia became tiny patches of sky beyond the 
barbed wire.”  

― Randa Abdel-Fattah, When Michael Met Mina 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2124432754552139/
mailto:rarbendigo@gmail.com
https://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm
mailto:Bill.Shorten.MP@aph.gov.au
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Members
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/50111527

