
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Bendigo Safe Haven Visits 

Slow uptake – some who book a visit don’t come in the end because they get a better offer in Geelong 
Colourful leaflet – encouraging response from SHEV service providers in Melbourne 
Now have a dozen host individuals/families 
Bendigo team invited to present at a Forum for SHEV holders organised by Brotherhood of St Lawrence 
A Ghanaian is booked to come in October 
 

Bendigo RAR is working with Uniting Churches in the district to display various banners on a rotating basis. 
 

“Refugee Employer and Employee of the Year Award” - $2000 had been pledged towards such an award, and a 
working party is to be formed to ensure enthusiasm the idea is not lost. 
 

Bendigo RAR president, Chris Cummins, and her friend and fellow trauma counsellor, Poh Lin Lee, announced the 
release of a documentary set on Christmas Island, “Island of the Hungry Ghosts”. 
 

Bendigo Grandmothers have been campaigning for the #KidsOffNauru with “purple popups” each week including a 
“Purple Shopping Trip”  
 

The Merger– political twist to familiar tale of small-town 
football team – at The Star Cinema in Eaglehawk  

Fri 21st Sep: 1:00pm  
Sat 22nd Sep: 3:30pm  
Sun 23rd Sep: 3:30pm  
Wed 26th Sep: 7:00pm  
Fri 28th Sep: 7:00pm  
Sun 30th Sep: 7:00pm 

Review of the film - https://bit.ly/2wVsBNA 

 

 

 
 

Central Victorian Refugee Support Network (CVRSN) 

meets in Castlemaine bi-monthly  
with representatives from 6 local Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) groups –  

Ballarat, Bendigo, Castlemaine, Daylesford, Macedon Ranges and Maryborough. 
 

For further information - email: rarbendigo@gmail.com 
 

   The CVRSN currently has 2 main functions:  
 

1. Sharing of information, etc. between local RAR groups 
2. To initiating local projects … for example … 

➢ Forum in Bendigo - 2013 
➢ Wannon Project - 2014 
➢ National RAR Network – 2014-2017  
➢ The Accommodation and Employment Working Group – 2015-2017  
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July 19: The hour-long Vigil remembering 5 years of off-shore detention was held in Vincent Street, late afternoon 
with 12 black plastic cutouts of chairs each with a photo of an asylum seeker who died as a result of this policy. 
 

Food Box in the Shire office: This month the contents went over to Ballarat and was distributed to the asylum seekers 
living there by Ballarat RAR. 
 

The Daylesford U3A had a Special Morning Tea a few weeks ago and a RARD member on the committee suggested 
that the proceeds should go to help asylum seekers. We suggested it went to the ASRC and were told on Tuesday that 
$200 had been sent off. 

 
A tribute to Kath Morton on her refugee work in Ballarat from the Circle of Friends Australia - COFA:  

 

COFA wishes to add our congratulations to Kath Morton, the Convenor of the Ballarat Circle, who was 
announced as Ballarat’s Citizen of the Year for her lifetime work with refugees, multiculturalism, social arts and 
interfaith. Kath has failing health and has now resigned as Convenor and we thank her for all she has done, 
fundraising, visiting detainees and promoting the welfare of refugees in Ballarat. We honour you Kath and wish 
for you peace, comfort, satisfaction and the knowledge of the gratitude of so many who you have helped and 
worked with over so many years. 

 

Kath is at Bupa Barrabool Aged Care on the bank of the Barwon river in Geelong. (Kath has family in Geelong) 
 
RAR Ballarat and GADRC held a Rally starting in Lydiard Street outside Catherine King MP office then Sturt 
Street medium strip and finished in front of the Town Hall to Remember Tampa and Kids off Nauru campaign. 
Article in the Ballarat Courier. They did not mention the Kids off Nauru campaign. At least the sign was noticeable. 
The rally received a lot of positive response from drivers and pedestrians. 

 
Tuesday 14th August - 3 RAR members had a stall at volunteer’s day at Federation University. 

 
Tuesday the 14th August GADRC with the support of RAR held a public meeting presented by Max Costello, titled 
"Criminality with Impunity - Max Costello, is an ex-Worksafe prosecutor and Employment Law Lecturer.  A 
motion was passed to accept the "THE BALLARAT DECLARATION" (There was material about Criminality with 
Impunity at the resent ARAN conference.) – this will be sent to groups via ARAN 
 
Wednesday 22nd August at the Ballarat Council meeting Councillor Belinda Coates put forward a motion to 
council to join with others Councils who seek to stop cuts to the SRSS. With a lot of good points by Belinda 
and support by 2 other Councillors, such as how can we call ourselves a Welcome Refugee Zone if we don't 
support the motion.  After about 20 minutes the Motion was passed. Several voted against.  
It was the last item on the agenda so 2 members of RAR sat through the 3 hrs 10 minutes meeting. We were the 
only people left in the gallery, so we were noticed and thanked for coming and showing our support.  They were 
told that there could be 24 people in Ballarat effected by the cuts. 

 
26th August - RAR held a successful sausage outside Coles.  

 
6 members of RAR and/or Grandmothers visit MITA every week or fortnight. 
One man who came by plane 5½ years ago and has an application in the Federal Court was informed that he will 
deported on the 31st. Lawyers have stalled it for now. He will shortly spend his 6th Birthday in detention. Another 
man who has been in detention for a similar time - he expects to be deported. 
On the 4th Sept 5 people visited from Ballarat, seeing the family from Queensland and the 5 months old baby and 
her mother and about 14 men, one just recently spent his 9th Birthday in Detention. 

  
BOAA ART Sept 21- 6 Nov 2018. 
RAR members Artist Wendy Bolger has an installation at Lake Wendouree were there will be 8 large banners 
made showing people at refugee rallies that will be tied around large trees on the Lake Wendouree 
foreshore. They will remain in place for the entire event. The event will focus on getting children out of 
detention, closing Manus and Nauru and justice for Refugees. On different days we will be holding rallies, 
activities mainly aimed at children. Will have guest speakers who have spent time on Nauru. 
 
BOAA ART involves 150 artists, 60 curated solo exhibitions, Sculpture walks, performances, and music. Art etc. 
will be displayed at least fifteen venues around Ballarat as well as Lake Wendouree and the Botanical gardens. 
The event will attract thousands of people to Ballarat. 
 

https://www.thecourier.com.au/story/5609383/fight-for-refugee-safety-in-detention/?cs=62


 

 Castlemaine: Vigil - every Wednesday - Information Centre, 44 Mostyn Street, Castlemaine - 5-6pm 
 

 Bendigo: Rally - Friday following the 2nd Tuesday of every month - cnr View St and Pall Mall – 5.30pm 
 

 Ballarat: Monday morning - outside Catherine Kings Office 
 

 

 

Status Resolution Support Services – SRSS  
 

Greater Dandenong Council Advocacy and Practical Response to the changes to the 
Federal Status Resolution Services (SRSS) Program 
The City of Greater Dandenong has taken a lead role in advocating against recent federal government changes to the eligibility 
criteria for the Status Resolution Support Services (SRSS) for people seeking asylum. 
 

Further planned advocacy 

• Continue to send Mayoral letters, information and case studies to State and Federal MP’s and to the Ministerial Advisor of the 
Federal Minister for Home Affairs as the impacts become more evident. 

• Continue to work with local community agencies and groups on encouraging them to advocate jointly with Greater Dandenong 
Council. 

• Continue to work with and support the regional People Seeking Asylum at Risk Taskforce comprised of Councils, agencies and 
other stakeholders responding to this issue in the southeast of Melbourne. 

• Work with Victorian Councils belonging to the newly formed Local Government Mayoral Taskforce for People Seeking Asylum 
to jointly advocate as well as share ideas and resources around practical responses where appropriate. 

• Present the Joint Statement from the Mayoral Roundtable to the Federal Government when formally endorsed by individual 
Councils. 

• Work in partnership with the Refugee Council of Australia and Asylum Seeker Resource Centre on this issue.  
 

Message from Matthew Kirwan of City of Greater Dandenong Council. 
We want as many possible Victorian Councils to sign the joint statementi and join an ongoing Taskforce of Victorian 
Councils to work together on the issue 
 

Getting rural and regional Councils involved has been slow, and it would be helpful if RAR contacted Councils that they 
would be sympathetic generally on the issue.  

 

This is the reaction Mathew got from Bronwen Machin, Mayor of the Shire of Mount Alexander 
“Councillors discussed your request yesterday at our briefing. The general feeling is that we prefer to advocate on 
behalf of our own citizens directly rather than as a part of a group of councils. Councillors do not want our council 
to be named on any list you may have.” We understand the importance of your advocacy and wish you the best. 
We will continue to support our local RAR group. It is our experience that our advocacy is much more powerful 
when we are clearly seen to be representing our citizens or are part of a regional group doing joint advocacy.” 

 – Australian Refugee Action Network  
Seeking Endorsement:   
Resolution passed at the ARAN Conference re Australian Government’s Duty of Care towards people held in detention. 
Please email austrefugeenetwork@gmail.com by 20 September with the name of your group if you wish to be added to 
the list of groups endorsing the resolution. 
 

Keep up with News at https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/current-news/ 
 

Current Campaigns supported by ARAN: 
1. Stop Racism - https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/stop-racism/ 
2. #KidsOffNauru - https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/kidsoffnauru/ 
3. Stop the Cuts to SRSS - https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/restore-srss-srsscuts/ 
4. End Off-Shore Detention - https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/off-shore-detention/ 
5. Rohingya Crisis Response - https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/rohingya-crisis-

response-campaign/ 
6. Community Sponsorship - https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/community-sponsorship/ 

 

ARAN Billboard of Events  ARAN Facebook  
 

The Welcome Scroll will be travelling through Southern Queensland and northern NSW during October 2018 

https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/resolution-carried-by-aran-conference-8-july-20181.pdf
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https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/restore-srss-srsscuts/
https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/off-shore-detention/
https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/rohingya-crisis-response-campaign/
https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/rohingya-crisis-response-campaign/
https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/community-sponsorship/
https://australianrefugeeactionnetwork.wordpress.com/news/
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianRefugeeActionNetwork/


#KidsOffNauru Campaign 
August 19 - Campaign Media Launch & World Humanitarian Day -  Press release from RAR 

1. Letter writing campaign to MPs and Senators - keep letters short and to the point. 
• Postcards: printable versions to send to Prime Minister Morrison, Peter Dutton, David Coleman, Bill 

Shorten, Tanya Plibersek, or Shayne Neumann 

Messaging: Locking up children is never the answer  
o We want these children evacuated off the island and brought to Australia  
o Step 1: Bring them here  
o Step 2: Settle them here (or in a suitable 3rd country that welcomes them)  

2. Approach the various faith groups and ask for prayers. 

August 21- September 1 - Launch Social Media Activity  
3. Post any news on social media. 

September 3-6 - Pacific Island Forum on Nauru 
4. Letters to the editor of the major newspapers especially during the Pacific Island Forum on Nauru 

Messaging:  The world's refugee crisis is a complex problem. But locking up children is not the answer  

o Children and their families are trapped on their island prison in cruel and inhumane conditions without 
adequate health, education or employment options  

o We must find a more humane way to process claims by asylum seekers.  

5. Prepare for your first vigil on the days school goes back.   

October 8 - First Day back at School in Victoria 
6. Vigils at Local Members Office  

Messaging: You wouldn't let your child grow up like this  
o Children deserve better  
o Inflicting poor living conditions and denying any opportunity for children on Nauru to the same opportunities 

Australians take for granted like decent health care, education and job pathways is resulting in trauma, self-
harm, child abuse and violence. No child should live like this. 

October 10 - World Mental Health Day - Mental Health of Children in Detention  
7. Articles and letters for local papers 
8. Interviews on Community Radio  

Messaging:  
o The Australian Parliament is covering up child abuse  
o There must be a more humane political solution  
o We don't even know their names  
o Our leaders are denying Australians the truth about Nauru and onshore detention. – see RCOA/ASRC Report 
o The Australian Parliament doesn't want you to know the names or see the faces of children on Nauru and 

onshore detention 
o Australians have a right to know the conditions refugees including 124 children are being forced to endure on 

Nauru and those in Australia 
o Articles relating to mental health and cost to individual and Australia 

October 11 - International Day of the Girl Child  
9. Vigils  

o Stating number of girls and sexual abuse, stories of individuals in onshore detention eg Biloela children 
o Stories of individuals in offshore detention – see RCOA/ASRC Report 

Messaging:  
o In 2018, as fear-mongering, race-baiting and dog-whistling continues - we need an overwhelmingly positive 

and united voice.  

o We want to give Australians even more opportunity to come together, build relationships, learn from one 
another and tangibly demonstrate that a better future is possible. 

October 20-27 - National Unity Week: 
10. Walk together, Eat together, Learn together, Play together 

o Gather your community group and walk together.  
o Hold a picnic in the park and eat together.  
o Organise an interfaith or intercultural forum and learn together.  
o Register a local sports tournament or recreational activity and play together.  
o Posters and information on Children in Detention will be circulated. 

October 24 - International Children’s Day  
11. Vigils 

o 109 cut out children/pairs of shoes,  
o photos of children in detention  

12. Combine this activity with National Unity Week and walk to your vigil. 

November 20 - Universal Children's Day – Campaign concludes  
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Letter from Catherine King MP - Janet Gaden 
  

Dear Janet 
  

Thank you for writing to me. Labor is seriously concerned by reports regarding the health and welfare of children in the 
Australian-funded regional processing centre on Nauru. 
  

After being reappointed the Minister for Home Affairs, Peter Dutton cannot and must not continue to choose wilful neglect 
over taking appropriate action to address concerns about the provision of healthcare to asylum seeker and refugee children in 
the Australian-funded regional processing centre on Nauru. 
  

Labor is deeply concerned by reports on the ABC’s 7.30 in which whistleblowers who have worked as medical professionals in 
the regional processing centre on Nauru as recently as this year shared their experiences. 
  

Labor strongly believes that medical transfers for refugees and children in Australian-funded offshore regional processing 
centres should be made available when a treatment is not available on island and where treatment is recommended by 
appropriate medical practitioners. 
  

Labor remains very concerned that all is done to protect the rights of children in the immigration processing network which is 
why we took a commitment to the last Federal Election to establish an Independent Children's Advocate – an option Peter 
Dutton and the Liberals have not taken up. 
  

Many of the concerns raised by whistleblowers were previously canvassed in the Labor-initiated Senate Inquiry following the 
leaked Nauru files, with Peter Dutton failing to act on the reasonable recommendations made in the Senate Inquiry’s report for 
over sixteen months. 
  

Nauru and Manus Island were set up as temporary regional processing centres. Under the Liberals, immigration detention has 
become about punishment, not processing. 
  

In the past week, Labor has written to both Peter Dutton and Scott Morrison urging the Government to accept New Zealand's 
offer to resettle eligible refugees – including children – from Manus and Nauru as quickly as possible. 
  

If the Government was able to negotiate conditions for the US refugee resettlement agreement to prevent people smugglers 
exploiting vulnerable people, they should be able to negotiate appropriate conditions and protections for any agreement with 
New Zealand. 
  

Ensuring Australia maintains strong borders does not absolve the Australian Government of its obligation to provide 
appropriate health, security, and welfare services to asylum seekers and refugees while the Government continues to fumble 
and fail to negotiate third country resettlement agreements for eligible refugees. 
  

In addition to accepting New Zealand’s offer, Peter Dutton and Scott Morrison must immediately explain what they are doing 
to ensure the health and welfare of asylum seekers and refugees, especially children, in the Australian-funded regional 
processing centre on Nauru. 
I appreciate you taking the time to raise your concerns about this matter with me. 
  

Kind regards 

Catherine 
------------------------------------ 
19th July Actions – Rallies were held locally and around Australia to 
acknowledge the 5th Anniversary of people on Manus and Nauru.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ballarat held the first 
rally of the week.   
Daylesford braved 
freezing weather.  
Bendigo enjoyed 
sunshine but a chilly 
reception from 
Senator McKenzie. 

 

Apologies for the lack of photos of other groups who also held rallies 

 



 

i Joint Statement from 17 LGA 

Joint Statement against changes to the Status Resolution Support Services (SRSS) 
for People Seeking Asylum  
We the undersigned representatives of local governments in Victoria issue the following statement:  
We want the Australian Government to provide adequate resources to meet the needs of people seeking 
asylum who live in the community. 
Over 4,000 children nationally could be affected by the changes and we call upon the Australian 
Government to adhere to its national and international obligations in accordance with the Charter of 
Human Rights. 
We strongly believe more effective collaboration and coordination is essential between Commonwealth, 
State and Local Governments and we seek the following commitments from the Australian Government: 
 
Commitment One: We want the Australian Government to reverse the recent assessment changes to the 
Status Resolution Support Services (SRSS) program and provide adequate income and case management 
support for people seeking asylum while they seek sustainable employment.  
 
Commitment Two: We strongly call on the Australian Government to provide funding to enable accurate 
initial job readiness assessment by trained employment consultants who understand the unique and 
significant barriers that people seeking asylum face. 
 
Commitment Three: We want the Australian Government to provide additional funding to enable asylum 
seekers to be registered as Stream B and C job seekers within the jobactive network of agencies to facilitate 
ongoing job readiness assessment and skilled employment consultant support.  
 
Commitment Four: The Australian Government needs to improve local area coordination in cooperation 
with local government areas.  We call on the Australian Government to work with local municipalities in 
exploring the feasibility of local coordination points to better respond to local area need. 
 
Commitment Five: We strongly call on the Australian Government to provide greater resourcing to 
reinforce the capacity of community service and voluntary organisations to assist people seeking asylum to 
live safely in local communities and receive emergency relief and material aid support until such time as 
they receive a substantive visa or are deported. 
 
Accountability 
Additional resourcing will bring with it an obligation to ensure that Local Government allocates resources 
appropriately and resource areas of identified need. 
 
We commit to ensure efficiency and effectiveness. 
 
We commit to evaluate the application of resources in people seeking asylum support programs by 
measuring service delivery against agreed objectives and targets. The evaluation process will include 
annual program reports and Inter-Governmental consultations to review program effectiveness and refine 
objectives and activities. 
 

 
 

RAR Website - https://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au/ 
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